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REPORT TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL

City of Rockville
Boards and Commissions
FY2009 Accomplishments and FY2010 Goals

September 21, 2009




ANIMAL MATTERS BOARD
Chair: Lucille Roberts

Members:  Monica Beller, Jill Russ, Margaret Callaghan and Kathleen Drake. (There
is one vacancy for an alternate member) -

Staff Liaison: Victor Sajaukas, Supervisor of Community Enhancement/Code
Enforcement, Police Department

Accomplishments for FY 2009:

e - Adjudicated fourteen (14) Animal Control cases in a fair and responsive manner
with the cooperation of the Rockville City Police Department

* Interpreted the animal control ordinance as it applies to individual cases, to
promote peace among neighbors and a better understanding of responsible pet
ownership

Goals for FY 2010:

- o Continue to provide resources and recommendations to aid in dispute resolution
regarding animal control issues in City of Rockville neighborhoods -

» Continue to review and recommend for penalties and actions to be taken by
animal owners cited by the Neighborhood Service Officers for nuisance violations
under the Animal Control Ordinance

e Provide input to community education needed regarding changes to the Animal
Control Ordinance ‘
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BOARD OF APPEALS

Chair: Christobher (Scott) Maravivlla

Members:  Roy Deitchman and Alan Sternstein (There is one vacancy for an alternate:
member)

Staff Liaison: Cas Chasten, Planner Ill, Department of Community Planning and
Development Services

Accomplishments for FY 2009: |

e Between January 2008 and June 30, 2009, nine (9) zoning variances were filed -
with the Department of Community Plan and Development Services. Of these
applications, the Board of Appeals heard and approved eight (8) of the requested
applications, with one (1) pending formal action by the Board.

» Between January 2008 and June 30, 2009, three (3) Special Exception‘
applications were filed with the Community Planning and Development Services
Department and considered by the Board of Appeals. These cases were as
follows:

- a) Arequestto modify a condition of approval involving a childcare center
located at 5 Rollins Court;

b) A second and final time extension request of the explratlon date for a
previously approved private school at Twinbrook Community Church,
located at 5906 Halpine Road; and

c) Arequest to increase student enrollment and physically expand the
existing private school at Saint Raphael's Catholic Church, located at
1592 Kimblewick Road.

It is important to note that the volume and number of cases heard by the Board in FY
2009 was significantly impacted by the development moratorium adopted by the Mayor
and Council. The moratorium restricted the filing of certain development related
applications, requests, and petitions, effective March 15, 2007. The moratorium expired

-on March 16, 2009, the effective date of the City’s new Zoning Ordinance.

Goals for FY 2010:

o Continue to hear and consider each and all application requests objectively,
fairly, and based on the information and evidence presented and/or available.

e Allow petitioners/applicants to present their case completely and fully.

e Continue to hear and consider all cases/requests based on the merits of the
specific request, while factoring in precedent as a benchmark to decide a case,
when and if such consideration is determined not to be contrary to applicable
law.




Ensure that all requests and decisions to grant or deny a request are based on
findings the Board is charged to make as specified by applicable provisions of
the Zoning Ordinance

Continue to hold hearings in accordance with Roberts Rules of Order, ensuring

cases are fully heard, allowing interested parties to participate without disruption.

Provide for continued efficiency of the Board along with possible additional

‘training and briefings from staff and/or elected or appointed officials.
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF ELECTIONS

Chair:

David Celeste

Members:  Linda Askamit, Beryl Feinberg, Howard Eskildson and Sidney Gottlieb

Staff Liaison: Claire Funkhouser, City Clerk

Accomplishments for FY 2009:

Reviewed feedback from a forum for participants in the 2007 election
(candidates, treasurers, campaign mangers, etc,) held in April 2008 for possible
recommendations for changes in the 2009 elections process

Met in worksession with the Mayor and Council on October 6, 2008, to discuss
recommendations for changes in Chapter 5 of the City Code, “Elections,” as well
as other administrative processes related to the election. Recommendations
included the following:

>

>

An increase in maximum contribution amounts allowance from $500 to
$1000

Enabling the ability to accept contributions above $10.00 through
electronic payment, with the same rules that apply regarding
documentation for electronic contributions as exists for contributions made
by check. '
An increase in the maximum of the aggregate amount (the amount that
can be contributed from an individual or entity to all of the
candidates/campaign committees combined) from $1,000.00 to $2,000.00.
A change in the timeframe between the cut-off date for calculating the
amounts received and expended and the date for submission of the first
two Campaign Finance Reports to the City Clerk's Office

Enabling people have the ability to serve as campaign treasurers even if
they do not live within the city limits of Rockville, as long as they are
registered voters in Montgomery County.

Monitored the legislative process for passage of the above recommendations,
enacted by the Mayor and Council on March 23, 2009

Reviewed the 2009 candidate’s packet




Goals for FY 2010:

Provide general oversight to the 2009 City of Rockville municipal election,
including certification of the official results

Strategize ways to encourage more voters to partICIpate in the 2009 municipal
election, especially using the absentee ballot

Review the logistics and layouts for voting machines at all of the polling places in
the City for the 2009 municipal election

Participate in the training sessions for election judges
Review the financial statements submitted by candidates

Analyze the results of the 2009 election
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COMPENSATION COMMISSION

Chair:  Virginia Onley

Members:  Jim Coyle, Steve Edwards, Jim Marrinan, and Tom Moore

Staff Liaison: Claire Funkhouser, City Clerk

4

Accomplishments for FY 2009:

e Met four times from January to March, 2009, to discuss the group’s
recommendation, due to the City Clerk’s Office by March 31. The meetings of
the Commission were open to the public and public comment was welcomed as
part of the Commission’s fact-finding and deliberation process.

e Met with the Mayor and Council'on April 27 at one of the worksessions for the
FY2010 budget to present their recommendations. : -

Note: On May 18, The Mayor and Council passed Resolution No. 9-09, rejecting the
Commission’s recommendation for compensation increases for FY2010, but accepting
the group’s recommendation of increases for FY 2011 and FY 2012 based on the
positive change, if any, in the Washington-Baltimore CPI-U for the twelve months
preceding the previous November (November 2009-November 2010). The resolution
stipulates that the increase shall take effect on July 1, 2011 and remain in effect until
such time as a change in the compensation for the Mayor and/or the Councilmembers
becomes effective under the procedures set forth in Section 2-21 of the Rockville City:
Code.

Goals for FY 2010;

The Compensation Commission has no plans to meet in FY 2010. The Commission will
resume activity in the winter of 2011 to discuss the compensation of the Mayor and
Council to be elected in November 2011 (FY2011).
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CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION

Chair: John Moser

Members:  Rose Acquilino, Shari Bergel, Carole Butler, Jerry Callistein, Teresa Harn,

Ken Lechter, Richard Lurye, George Northway, and Sezin Williams (One
vacancy)

Staff Liaison: Betty Wisda, Arts Program Supervisor, Department of Recreation and
Parks

Accomplishments for FY 2009:

Promotes “Art In Public Places” projects

> Megan Marlatt installed “The Hatter of Rockville History” on the east-facing
condominium wall on E. Middle Lane in November 2008.

» Charlotte Lees installed “Magnet” at Thomas Farm Community Center in
February 2009.

> Beverly Ress installed “Things Left Behind” on Gibbs Street in March 2009.

> Jimilu Mason installed “Mattie and Micha” at the Mattie Stepanek Park in October
2008.

Sponsored of special arts and humanities programs- the 13" annual F. Scott
Fitzgerald Literary Conference, the 11" annual Rockville Arts Sampler, and 3™
annual Hidden Rockville.

Sponsored of the Rockville Piano and Strings Competition.

Selected fmallsts for the Arts and Innovation Center, William Gibbs, and the
Rockville City Hall Arts PrOJects :

Goals for FY 2010:

Art in Public Places- Planned art projects include the Rockville Swim and Fitness
Center, the plaza surrounding “Spirit of Rockville”, the corner of Park Road and
South Stonestreet, and the corner of Falls Road and Wootton Parkway.

Support the 35" Anniversary of Rockville Civic Ballet in 2009, the 10" Annlversary of
the Rockville Regional Youth Orchestra in 2010, and the 30" Anniversary of the Art
in Public Places program in 2011.

Support the committee planning the 150" Anniversary of the City of Rockville.

Work with consultants on the development of report for the Culture and
Entertainment Plan.

Advocate for restoration of the Art in Public Places permanent collection- The City’s

‘collection currently includes 42 works of art; 25 works of art are 10 to 25 years old.

A-8




Attach A

» Regarding diversity and outreach, seek ways to expand the audiences for existing
arts programs.’

e Seek funding or inkind services from the private sector.




ENVIRONMENT COMMISSION
Chair: Faith Klareich

Members:  Seth Adams, Steven Cardon, Kris Dighe, Dominique Lorang-Leins, Beri
Kravitz, Christine Davidson-McCord, Tolulope Odulami, David Davis
(Student Representative)

Staff Liaison: Mark Charles, Chief Environmental Specialist, Department of Public
Works

NOTE: The Mayor and Council established the Environment Commission in an October
28, 2002 resolution. Its predecessor, the Science, Technology and the Environment
Commission was established in 1985. The Committees (formerly working groups) were
formed in FY 2006 to meet the growing workload of the Commission and to broaden the
network of experts supporting the Commission’s activities. Areas of Focus were
selected in accordance with the direction provided by the Mayor and Council and city
staff, community input from events sponsored by the Commission, and the
Commission’s own agenda. Each Committee is comprised of at least two
Commissioners as well as community volunteers who either live or work in the City.
Recruitment for the committees is done on a continual basis and no restrictions exist at
this time on the number of volunteers per committee. The following report is organized
our submission to reflect the Commission’s organizational structure.

Accomplishments for FY2009:

Overall Environment Commission Activities

 Continued to provide issue analysis and testimony to Mayor and Council on
various environmental and sustainability issues and opportunities facing the City

* Provide the Environmental Management Division of Public Works with technical
support, policy analyses and resident perspectives on various environmental and
sustainability matters :

» Conducted inreach activities with other City organizations including:

> A joint work session with the Mayor and Council

> A joint meeting with the Historic District Commission and members of the
, Planning Commission.

> Representatives met with the Recreation and Parks Board.:

¢ Developed recommendations for proposed amendments to the City anti-graffiti
ordinance.

o Adopted a Rockville stream se'gment of Maryvale Creek to maintain trash free

* Reviewed and commented on proposed redevelopment plans for the City’s
Vehicle Maintenancé Facility on Rothgeb Drive
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Attach A-




Attach A

Sustainable Design and Energy Committee Actions

Reviewed and prepared detailed comments on the proposed amendments to the
Rockville Zoning Code (Chapter 25) adopted in March 2009

Reviewed and prepared extensive comments on the draft and proposed
amendments to the Rockville Green Building Codes (Chapter 5) proposed in May
2009

Reviewed and prepared comments on proposed new and renovated comments at
the Gude Drive Vehicle Maintenance Yard.

)

Watershed Protection Committee Actions

Commented on the scope of a draft Request for Proposals (RFP) for a watershed
assessment study of Cabin John Creek. These studies are conducted on each of
Rockville’s three watersheds every 10 years.

Assisted the Environmental Management Division with the creation of a volunteer
stream-monitoring program that tracks water quality, stream condition and habitat
quality over time, including developing a program manual, training materials,
promotional materials and presentations.

Constructed a prototype floating trash collector for use in City streams.

Environmental Outreach and Education C_ommittee Actions

Developed and improved exhibit and handout materials to increase awareness of
environment and sustainability opportunities, issues and concerns.

Organized the Commission’s participation in Rockville Science Day and Hometown
Holidays events by sponsoring an information booth, including energy efficiency and
rain barrel displays.

Evaluated Environmental Excellence Award nominations for 2000 Tower Oaks
Boulevard and New Mark Commons’ tree protection program. Review and comment
on proposed designs for these awards.

Reviewed and commented on a draft Energy Conservation Brochure prepared by

the Environmental Management Division.

Goals for FY 2010:

Recruit additional Environment Commission Committee members for the Outreach
Committee, the Watershed Protection Commlttee and the Sustainable Design and
Energy Committees.
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Pursue a closer working relationship with the Mayor and Council through the Council
Liaison (if established); and briefings, joint meetings and other communication with
Council members.

Advise City staff on proposed environmental and sustainability ordinances, policies
and procedures, such as a revised Sustainability Strategy, proposed new or

“renovated City building projects, the draft stormwater and erosion control ordinance

(Chapter 19), and the deer management policy and procedures.

Continue to advise the City on improvements and enhancements to the
environmental and sustainability content on the City’s website. Bring a particular
focus on the mission and activities of the Commission itself on the web page.

Develop an external communications plan that will enhance communications with
environmental stakeholders (i.e., residents, businesses, neighborhood associations
and public interest organizations) on environmental and sustainability topics such as
recycling, energy efficiency, alternative energy generation, home composting, and
submission of environmental excellence award nominations)
> Develop standard briefings, presentations, display and demonstration
materials and equipment for use in public outreach efforts

Encourage increased residential recycling through the following steps:
> Increase outreach to neighborhood associations and other civic organizations
> Endorse placement of recycling containers in the public right of ways in Town
Center and City Parks

Promote and evaluate nominations for the City Environmental Excellence Awards.

Continue to participate in Science Day and Hometown Holidays as well as other
important City or neighborhood-sponsored community events.
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HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

Chair: Max van Balgooy

Members:  Janet Hunt-McCool, Craig Moloney, Anita Neal Powell, and Jeremy
Tucker :

Staff Liaison: Robin Ziek, Historic Preservation Planner, Department of Community
Plannmg and Development Services

Accompllshments for FY2009

¢ Regulatory and Review

Performed 3 Evaluations for historic and architectural significance
Performed 6 tax credit reviews

Performed 7 courtesy reviews

Approved 14 Certificates of Approval (13 on Consent Agenda)

Reviewed drafts of new Zoning Ordinance and proposed ZTA for revisions
Reviewed the Twinbrook Neighborhood Plan/ Preservation Chapter
Reviewed the update to Chapter 5 building Code and Green Revision

VVVVYYYVV

e Public Education and Outreach

Authorized Tax Credit update/reminder to all historic property owners
Reviewed Heritage Montgomery and Montgomery County Planning grant
awards ‘

Reviewed visitor brochure for Glenview Mansion

Reviewed 17 African American Heritage Walking Tour exhibit panels
(design/fabrication)

Received updates on East Rockville Survey and Rockville Park National
Register nomination ‘
Reviewed King Farm Hay Drying Shed interpretive plaque (design/fabrication)
Testified before the Planning Commission and Mayor and Council in support
of historic preservation projects, aspects of the Zonlng Ordinance,
Neighborhood Plans, etc.

Met with the Planning Commission to dISCUSS mutual interests

Met with the Environmental Commission to discuss mutual interests
Reviewed regular updates on the Building Catalog revision/post-1945 survey
Reviewed successful preservation award nominations for Frieda’s Cottage,
Jerusalem-Mt. Pleasant Parsonage/Cordelia House

Monitored grants (Preserve America: Building Catalog, CIVII War Tour; CLG:
Education support)

YV V VYV VYV

YV VVVY

e HDC Administration

> Reviewed Annual Work Plan for CPDS/HP
> Attended Annual Retreat, August 2008
> Interviewed new commission member; made recommendation to M&C
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