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2013 Good Neighbor Award Nominations
Jim Benson
Nominated by: Nancy Hart
Mr. Benson served as president of the Homeowners Association (HOA) of Tower Oaks Village from 2003 – 2013. In this capacity he worked tirelessly spending countless hours of his personal time to develop a strong HOA with a solid organizational structure that continuously addresses community requirements and needs.
He effectively coordinated with the property management company to solve ongoing problems as well as other local companies and resources to help grow our community to become a safe and attractive place to live.  At the same time he was serving as our president, he was on the board of directors of several companies, for example Cytomedix, headquartered in Rockville. 
An example of a severe problem that he successfully tackled was the fact that the electricity very frequently went out in our community, even when the weather was fine.  He led the effort for Tower Oaks to ensure that PEPCO was more responsive to community issues and needs.
He testified a couple times before City Council, one issue concerned the CCOC.  He also worked with City Science Center to find a speaker for one of their forums. He is currently serving at Shady Grove Adventist Hospital as the community member for the Governing Board.
Jim Reschovsky
Nominated by: Jeanine Gould-Kostka
Jim serves as the president of the Woodley Gardens Civic Association. He has worked very hard to provide neighborhood directories, an email distribution list, annual picnics, association meetings with speakers and endless hours of volunteerism to help the WGCA become an even more vibrant and engaged neighborhood. 
Jim has served on the Upper Watts Branch Park Citizens Task Force. He worked with the College Gardens Civic Association to offer candidates a public forum prior to City of Rockville elections.
Jim has been a tireless advocate for the environment and has helped to educate our residents about the importance of protecting the Upper Watts Branch Park.  We hope this gives you a glimpse into how much he has helped to make Woodley Gardens a great place to live.


Merrifield Family
[bookmark: _GoBack]Nominated by: Elizabeth Harless
Christine, Jimmy, Alex and Katherine Merrifield are an exceptional family! Their home and backyard provide a gathering place for our entire neighborhood. On any given weekend there are always children laughing, climbing in the neighbors tree house, football, soccer or baseball games happening spontaneously, parents gathering for some needed adult time, and as the sun goes down, and the s'mores have been eaten, you can hear the groans of disappointment when it's time go home for bed. We are blessed to be part of this wonderful atmosphere and our children benefit from the sense of living next to people who truly embody what community is all about. Christine is the Assistant Director at Early Childhood Center on Welsh Drive and she is famous for knowing each and every family that walks through the doors of the preschool. I call her the Ambassador of Owens Street! Her engaging, warm personality welcomes any new person she meets and you can be sure to get an invitation to her annual backyard Halloween Party if you can make it! Earlier in the year Christine provided us with an opportunity to give gifts to children who are suffering with terminal illnesses at NIH. Our children crafted 70 bookmarks to put in each of their mailboxes at the hospital. When we were done we held hands and said a prayer in hopes they would feel our love and support in a small way. This nomination is our neighborhood’s way of saying thank you to the Merrifield family for their open arms, the gift of being role models in our community and the love and friendship they provide to anyone they meet.
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