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PROCEEDTINGS

MAYOR MARCUCCIO: All right, shall we
move on to the Public Hearing. There is to be a
public heafing on the Municipal Growth Element;
And that's item number nine here. And this public
hearing, has it been properly advertised, Madam
Clerk?

MS. EVANS: Yes, it has.

MAYOR MARCUCCIO: All right. I want to
remind you that if you're speaking for an
individual at this public hearing yoﬁ have three
minutes. If you're speaking as a member of a
group representing an entity, you havé five
minutes. And we have two people -- three people
Signed up so far: David Levy who is our staff
member, Cindy Bar, and Andrea Hall.

So, first we will hear from David Levy.
And I might mention that it's this document that
we are talking about. All right.

MR. LEVY: Good evening, Mayor and
Council. I am David Levy, chief of long range

planning in our Department of Community Planning
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Vand‘Develqpment;Servicesn Just as a 1itt1é‘bit.of

background on'theiMunicipal Growth Element for the

publicwzbothfdocuments ——?Municipal~Growth‘and:fhe

Water Resources Elements —— are Planning

e Commission'dfaitsn What that means is that

they“rejproducts»of_the Planning Commission and

are forwarded to the mayor and council for review

consisteﬁt'with how<Artic1e 66~B of the.Staté'Code -

-directs local governments ‘to amend their master
plans« As Ifm sure you know when YOu‘ultimately
approve and adopt these -elements with~whatéver
changes you maké;‘the documents»will_became;part‘

of the city"s Master Plan, which we have and has

- been apprbved4in:2002 and has been updated through

" amendments over thejpaStvfew'yearsu

- This past spring and :summer staff |

-1 presented drafts of both items to the Planning .

Commission, testimony was received from the public

and from jpublic agencies, and revisions were made

and as dirécted:by‘fhe Planning Commission. As .

usual, at public‘hearingsftheré”s no plan to

address the'testimonybthis-evening, “That will
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come on October 11th, which is when the work
.session is scheduled to work on these items..
One item>thatzwe should do is decide

when the public xrecord would be closed 0 there

are three ways that people can gét_publig

testimony. One, would be in person tonight, the
other would be by'edmail‘fbrmayor‘and council at
rockvillemd.gov, or by mail to the city'clerk'here

at'City.Hallﬂ 111 ‘Maryland Avenue in Rockville.

" As the clerk mentioned, plenty of notice has been

given. We recommend in the .Staff Report that tﬁe

public record be held open until two WednesdaYs

’from'ﬁOWASeptembex 22nd, so that's something that =

-yQu’can decide now or at the end of the‘pUblic

hearings. But that's our recommendation that

gives ehough time for the public to hear this and

then'give'more cdmments,»and for staff to prepare
the report in time for the work session.
With that I would recommend that we .

that the mayor and council open —— Jjust for the

"publié —— a - -longer presentation on these documents

were provided on —- at'the.August anfMayorvand

e
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Council Meeting. And if anybody.woﬁld'like to go
see that longer presentation you can find it on
the citjfs webéite under thefvideo on.Demandjfor>
August 2nd, and you can find items 17 and 18 for
‘that meeting. And you can“watChfthenentire

presentations that can help Supplement youxr

- reading the documénts" Both documents have

executive.sumﬁaries’as well, so in case reading
the 60 and 70 pagés is onerous. So, there are
multiple ways of getting information.aboﬁt them.
And with that I would recommend that the
Municipal Growth Element public hearing be opened.
MAYOR MARCUCCIO:: A1l right. Tt is now
Qpénm' And our first speakerq Ye54 she's here.
MS. BAR: GOod~e§ening, MaYorfMércuccio,

and members of the council. Cindy Bar with

jHolland_&<Knight" _I“mnhere with Bill Kominers and

Arnold Kohn on“behalf of Tower Dawson, 1LC"'

‘They're the'develdpers of the Tower Oaks project,

which I know you're all familiar with.

Tower has a.long'history with the City

- of Rockville. Tt has worked closely with

ANDERSON COURT REPORTING
- 706 Duke Street, Suite 100
‘ - Alexandria, VA 22314 _
Phone (703) 519-7180 Fax (703) 519-7190
' " www..andersonreporting.net
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successive ‘mayors -and council members on the
develqpmeﬁt-of«the Tower Oakes Project. It has
construéted two.office buildings”'including the»
recently éompletedaZOOO'Tower'Oaks Boulevardv_é
TEED Platinum building. It is a longstanding
éitizen of the city and has demonstiated over . many
years its:support and commitment to the progress
of the city. | B |
Beééﬂse of 4dts interest in_the{city”'
Tower asked us-to review the Municipél'Gibwth
Elémént of the Comprehénsive'Master Plan,"whiCh
you're coﬁsidering tonight. We applaud‘the-effort

that went into the drafting of the document, but

there are not any specific recommendations which

directly,affect”Tower‘Oaksu We have a few~general
commerits, which we would like to share.

Infrastructure.. The statement appears

on page 9‘thatiRockVi11e'Willlcontinue to invest

in sservice and infrastructure in areas for which

it has aﬁthorify,;butfMOntgomery»County’must do

+the same in their areas of authority and service.

While we recognize that this is true, particularly
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in the area of roads and schools, we implore‘the
city to work diligently with the COunty‘tovensure
that these énd other infrastructure meeds are
;addréSSedu We mote that the réporf_projectsrthat
iRockville;will-experience a 34 percent increase in
population, a 42 percent increase in:households”‘

and a 41 percent increase in the‘employment_for

| the years for 2010 to 2040.

The Tower Oaks site is recognized as omne
of the areas for potential growth. We too have

this expectation and hope the city rebognizesAthat

" this will benefit the city and its citizens over

the long-term. Projects sucﬁ as Tower Oaks
provide infrastructure improvements,_create>jobsﬂ
’generate_tax reveﬁues” and generaliy«enhance the
economic conditions in the cityf

Mixed-use development. iWé-agree‘with

- ‘the reports chclusion that'mostvof.the\expected

growth will be multifamily and commercial, and

ﬂmch'of it_in_the mixed—-use arena.- We think that

’ it ds critical for ‘the city to continue to

recognize this as a major direction for the
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development of the cityv-and.to:work with the
developers to serve the expected population

growth. We hope that the ciﬁy will use the APFO

ordinance adopted in 2005 as a helpful tool for.

guiding growth and public investment in

" facilities, rather than an impediment.

In analyzing future growth, the city

seeks ‘to balance growth dn housing‘and Jjobs. The

increase iﬁ Jobs will nedéSsitaténan'increase in
housing stock,'which'wiil increase the demand on
the .city infrastfucture” ihcluding schools.. -
Perhaps the‘most'critidal-element that needs to'bé
addressed iﬁ,the giowth.of the”cifyAis ‘the

schools. With two oﬁt'of —— with two,clusters

already in:moratoriﬁmq-it is imperative that the
“city work on this, including at potentially

. looking at adjustments to the APFO ordinance, -

because these may be warranted.

Finally, our final observation regarding‘
‘A.the report is a paragraph on page 21, which

states,5“Perhaps the most important factors

affecting growth are those that have impacts on
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the broader regional and national -economy, and the

resulting market for real -estate. Those factors
include interest rates, demographic trends,
immigration, consumer taste, and many other

factors over which the City of Rockville has
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.
6! virtually no power.™ Newver has a truer statement
; : ' : - 3
7% been included in a regulatory document. ;
8§ The -economics of this region and the :
9, nation have been in turmoil for the last two :
10]  years. TWe expect that it will be some years é
11?I_ before the economy rebounds to anywhere near the E
12§ level of 2006 when the state mandated that these %
133 growth -elements be adopted. While it is important 3
: b : | } : :
14%- to have such documents to assist in projecting %
155 growth, and anticipating to serwve it, it is :
i | o ' ;
16 equally important for the city to work on measures i
17?‘ to attract:growth.énd;privafe incentives for é
184 projects to come to Rockville and to move forward. g
19?& Certainly adopting more restrictiwve §
! _ i
§ ‘ ;
20+ growth controls is the wrong message when they.are é
21%1 A not coupled with measures to alleviate ?
22@ deficiencies«_'We hope the city leadership will %
ANDERSON COURT REPORTING
706 Duke Street, Suite 100
Alexandria, VA 22314 ' _
B-10
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continue to work for the economic wvitality of the
city aﬁd.its residents, by fosteringrand-embracinQ“
heceSsary growthﬂynot'hampering it.

'Thank_you“

MAYOR ' MARCUCCIO: Thank'you;

MR.. BRITTON: ?MadamiMayOIy if I.may?

’MAfORIMARCUCCIO: Oh, yes, by allEmeans"

‘MR.. BRITTON: TI"m going to ask a

.question, please.

MAYOR MARCUCCIO: You can indeed:
.questionu
MR. BRITTON: It"s a hearing, so we can
grill you. ;We*ve S |
‘MS. BAR: Yes, okay.
| MAYOR MARCUCCIO: Yes.

‘MR. BRITTONz I'm not suré of all of the

projects that Tower's into. I'm mnot sure if you

do residential, but ypu’did set out an equation
that if you havé commercial, youybuild offiéesﬂ
yoﬁ"re going to.need piacés to 1ive,"Andq of -
course, thosé places cause'probléms in our

infrastructure: Roadways, water and sewer
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1§ systems, and most ihfamously the schools. é
QE' You ssuggest that we take upon ourselves é
3: to work.with'the'county'more closely to solve :some %
,égl of thesegproblems”.and 1 agree. I~cou1dn"£ agree :
'_E;I even more, you knowq inAlight of recent -events :
-;6% related to school'crowding,hereu But that’'s E
3 : ;
7§| -easier ssaid than done. .So, what I would;suggést g
:82 to.you and others in the development world is é
9 .imaybe come up with. other suggestions asawélliwhere ?
10§ the public sectors, city and county, work with the . |
11%. - private sector in figuring out ways fo develop %
.12§ this infrastructure more rather than juSt having %
13§ us hear from YQu that’we"ré.hamperingAdevelmeent, ?
- 1 ' _ , : : i
14§ We really have serious problems and we need to - g
15§ address them, aﬁd it is always‘bettér when the %
16% jprivaté and public sectors woikvtogether to come é
172 up'withzsbme” you know, conclusions, some remedieé ?
18 for this kind of thing. !
v19% | 'MS.. BAR: T ‘couldn't agree with you §
20% more, it's a collaborativeVEffort; ;
.21%» MR. BRITTON: You also —— I know thoée §
.222 _are superlative statements. Nobody can:disagree.. §
ANDERSON COURT REPORTING
706 Duke Street, Suite 100 ,
Alexandria, VA 22314 :
B-12
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il% with them. §

2 . MS. BAR: Right, but —

3 ; MR. BRITTON: They —
'4§ MS. BAR: -—- the devil®s in the details. %

5% MR. BRITTON: Exactly. They do
.62 absolutely noﬁhing for us unless we a;tuaily'work %

7§| on them. ;

8§ 'The other commentvyou;méntioned is look _é

9%' at the APFO and figure out ways to help gﬁide and %
10§ frame the‘growth rathsr than just usé it as a ?
11% hammer to stop growthu T would also like —— I é
12% request from you and others, anyone out there %
13;. iié%enihgv to make suggestions in théf regard. i
14§ That™'s, again, a nice statement. I'd iike to ;
'15% -explore that. We may~explore<APFO;proviSions, I é
16% do not know. But, again, the details; ;
17§ priﬁateﬁpubiic.working'togetherq comes up.with' '?
18§ :some'solutioné that we can tweak or reject or .%
19% whatever. But at least give’us.something that is %
20 more — has more _.meét to it than just the zL :
'21% statements that we're hearing. %
222 fMSm'BAR: T think in that forum, in the é

ANDERSON COURT REPORTING
706 Duke Street, Suite 100
. Alexandria, VA 22314 .
Phone (703) 519-7180 Fax (703) 519-7190 B-13
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1% APFO forum, definitely more sspecifics. We didn"t g
2% put in more specifics tonight because it wasn"t on ?
3;1 the APFO ordinance itself. : %
4% MR. BRITTON: I gnderstandw %
5§ 'MS.. BAR: But — - | E
'62 ;MRWVBRITTCN: I understand, but you have %‘
'7§ to start somewhere. So —— but I appreciate all of ?

' 8§ the comments. I appreciate the sentimént to it. %
'9§ And I hope we can all sstart looking at this and %
105 saying we feaily need to work on this if we're %
11%. going to accomﬁodate, in part at least, that é
12§L projected growth that everybody keéps talking‘ i?
13% about. | ;
14% | Thank YOﬁu g
15% MS. BAR: You're welcome. ;
l6§ 'MAYOR MARCUCCIO: All right, our next ;
17§ speaker. Beg your pardon? IS:AﬁdreaiHallm ﬂ
' 18% ;MSM HALL# Thank'you for'the opportunity %
19§ to speak to you thiSweveningu "My name is Andrea ?
 20§ Hall. ,Along;withwmy,husbénd aﬁd two children, I i
Zigl live in_the College Gardens meighborhood and my i
22% children.atfend-College Gardens Elemehtary“ i

ANDERSON COURT RE?ORTiNG'
7O6>Duke.Street4 Suite 100
- - Alexandria, VA 22314
Phone (703) 519-7180 Fax (703) 519-7190
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1§ Tonight I am:speaking_on behalf of a g
.2% group of residents of the College Gardenéfand é
3% Woodiey Gardens meighborhoods who are concerned %
45 ~about the rapid growth in our school. As of tbday §
SEI there are 787 students»enrolled in College %
sG%I Gardens. The:building»wéSfbuilt 2 years ago to g
7§ ‘hold 693,.50 we're brushing up against 15jpercent é
8§‘, over capacityg énd this g:owth?has-happenéd:in E
9?1 .just;Z years.. | | g
10% ‘ While growth is a problem across the : | %
g , : . : |

) 11% - county schools, -the data shows that‘Rockvillé , %
12? -elementary schools are baring an disproportionate %1
13% Sharé of‘this growth4 'While 8~schQ01 clusters and é
14§ iMCPS exceed 105 percent of capacifyy.only the é
15% Richard Montgomery cluster -exceeds 120 percent of %
163 capacity" This impactsvouf streets, our parks, é
l7§ and our children's educational experience. Right %
1 . i
'18§L néw, at College Gardens, thirdvgraders do mnot eat . g
v19§ lunch until 1:30;p¢m""Ihi5'means they finish @
20% »eafiﬁg 1-1/2 hours.before'ébhool}islout¢ ._ | g
ZIEH : o ‘Egcess traffic énd parking is a problem; é
.22é Peqple‘park illegally in both the front and back é

s; | .

- ANDERSON COURT'REPORTING"
- 706 Duke Street, Suite 100
Alexandria, VA 22314

Phonév(703) 519-7180 Fax (703) 519—7190'. | -~ B-15.
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e |
1% of the school. Due to the excessive -growth in - %
; ' !
29  schools within the RM cluster, as you know, @& §
33 residential developmental moratorium will be in g
~41 place beginning mext year pursuant to the E

Montgomery County School test; part of the

county"'s growth policy. It should also trigger a

moratorium under the City of'Rock&iller APFO.
While both‘the'moratorium and an

adequate prediction of future growth are

essential, they will-not address aspects of school:

R SRR ]

11% growth-that‘are happening now. . For example, many 5
12% families are moving from thé north side of Redland %
13% fRoad.inAKing Farm to the south side so that their §
14% _children Caﬁ'go to Coliege Gardens. In general, 'é
15§ generational changes in many meighborhoods will beb %
l6i significant in the next few years. é
172! College Gardens has the only IBP/YP ;
18% program -in the county, so it hasibéc§me a*ﬁagnet %
19§l for families seeking the very best oﬁr céunty é
205 schools ‘have to offer. This has led to an N ;
21%. increase in the nuﬁber of young families in rental‘ fl
\222 units within our»schoois.boundaries,Aénd in some.

ANDERSON COURT REPORTING

706 Duke Street, Suite 100
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cases there's overcrowding, like two or more
families living in a residence designed for a
single family.

We would like the City'offRockville_tp
enforce its own zoning ordinances and building
occupancy codes by -ensuring that only one family
resides in each single-family unit af'Yale Village
and other rentallproperties'in the area. 1In

addition, many teachers;,parentsv,andﬁstaff

believe that there are students at College Gardens .

who do mot actually live within.the schools
boundaries, but are instead using a relative's or
friend's address to enroll in our school.
_Wé’world like dur city's elected iéaderé
to use their powers to advocate on our behalf for
public sch@ols that cah adequately serve our
.children,,whilejpreservihg our'quality-of‘lifeJ
We ask you fo help the county.reaiize fhat this
school in our city cannot bear the current growth
withbutAboth short and 1ong—term:solution55v’The
mayor and City Council should ask the Board of

Education to: Number one, immediately require

17
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towards fulfilling,the spirit of the city's APFO
to mitigate the negative dmpact of'overcrowdihg on
the;ﬁeighborhgod.and.our student*s.educational
experience. |

'Thank'you for‘your'time"_

.?MAYOR'MARCUCCIQ: Thank you'very:much“
Is there anyone-else who would like'to speak at
this hearing?

Yes, .sir. Please state your mame énd.

address.

Attach B

1% Collegé‘Gardens or a neutral third party to verify E

2§ the residency of College Gardens students. Two, ?

i ;

3 5L undertake a J;_boundary study to determine whether

,42 the boundaries for College Gardens néed to Dbe %

5: redrawn. Three, Tevise and accelerate the Capital i

6% Improvement Plan for classroom additions at ;

7§ College Gardens.and/or;building on property sset é

8% aside at;King Farm. And four, consider other %

9% options within MCPS controi" including.but'notv %

105 limited to transferring special programs, such as %
'115 Chinese emersion, to another less—crowded school. %
12§i  The goal of fhese requests is to work 3

e o B0 0 A it 58 et R L R L
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‘MR. KELLY: Sure, good -evening. My name
is Christopher Kelly, and I'm speaking tonight on

behalf of the RichérdlMontgomery‘Cluster with

A Montgomery County Council_PTAWs” and I reqguest

19
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5% five'minutesu %
6§ Gdodﬁeveningq‘my'namems Chris Kelly, as §
.73' I just said. I'm a West End resident, a Richard §
MBE ’Montgomery parent, and an RMPTSA officer. I also g
9% serve as an RM cluster coordinator for the - %
10% Montgomery County Coun¢i1 of PTAs, and I'm %
11% éommenting today on behalf of that cluster, which g
12% includes Julius West, Beall, College Gardens, %
132 Ritchie Paik,_and Twinbrook‘Elementary.Schools, in - é
14 addition to RHMS. |
15? | The RM'Cluster is the only cluster %l
'.16% within the county with all six.schools within §
17é Rockville City limits offering.a tri-lével 1B " i
: 18§ program that attracts families to our cluster and 3
- 1951 to our city for opportunity. While‘we‘Weléome %
.ZOE. these students, we also know they~ére contributing '%
21% to an -expanding stﬁdeﬁt:population fhaf’must\be ‘?
22§ - .accommodated within our schools and our community. E
_<ANDERSON COURT REPORTING
706 Duke Street, Suite 100
Alexandria, VA 22314
B-19




O

‘Attach B

www.andersonreporting.net

20 |
lg .On June 9, 2010, our cluster provided %
2§ +testimony to the Rockville Planning Commission on ;
35 its April 2010 draft of the mﬁunicipal Growth %
4; Element,™ orkMGEu At that time we mnoted that g
5 Laccording_to‘thelMontgomerj County Public 'Schools, %
6% FY 2011<2016 Capital Improvement Program —- CIP - é
7; Cluster Planning Statément” "Student enrollment at a
8% elementary schools in the RM cluster has increased ?
9% | dramatically over the past two school years and | g

10% will cause the cluster fo be p1aced in the housing %
11% moratorium in FY1l, according to the MCGP; most of §
12% ‘+the RM clugters within the City of Rockville. The %
13§ city's adeduate'publi¢ facilities school test also g
14% will result in all of the RM cluster elementary é
15§ schools within the city.being;placed in a %
165. residential'mdratorium in FY11.™ | E
17§ | Our June testimony moted that fhe Séhool | 3
18% growth;projections in the April 2010 draft of the %
19% iMGE‘did not reflect the.reality aﬂ our schools énd‘ ?
'202 were not adequately faking into account the g
21%' followihg: Oﬁev older citizens turning over their %
;22§ rfpropefty to young families7 two, -extended familiés é

ANDERSbN‘COURT REPORTING
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and'multipie families crowding into single«family
houses; and three, the number of children living
in apartments and condominiums. <We suggested'thaf
the city reexamine how to better determine
neighborhood turnover rates, and a number of
:multiple families living in single—family
dwellings. We noted that housing'moratoriums do
not impact these sources -of additional students.
In addition, we stated that Rockville
needs better predictions for numbers of students
living in apartments and condominiums that feed to
its schools. vIn‘the*pastv.we“ve beén told that

apartments and condominiums usually don't house

that many students, that that was before the

housing downturn and the mortgage crisis. TWe
believe the assumptions behind -enrollment of
students from these housing typesﬁneea to be
revisited.

our june testimony highlighted the
siénificant4growth at all four elementary schools

within our cluster, all of which are in an

overcapacity situation and are projected to remain

21
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1% that way until permanent classroom capacity can be ?
2§ added. We also worry about the future of Juliué ?
3%1 West Middle .School. é
4% We are pleased to see that the Plénning §
5§ Commission Draft of ‘the MGE includes a more B ?
-6% fhorbugh discussion of the earlier school %'
7§ énrollment situatioh and the expected growth in %
8% our cluster than.the earlier dréft" We commend %
9% the City ?1aﬁning,8taff and the Pianning é
10; Commission for revising significantly a public j
11% schools discussion in the draft MGE to reflect the %
12§I serious overcépacity situation at our schools, and %
13§I for sﬁggesting that planning and investment | §
‘14§ reflect both current and future needs. ?
iIS? 'Moreover we agree with fhe statement in ?
16% the draft.MGE that "MCPS must'méke addressing g
; _ s
_17§ capacity issues in Rockville a wvery high- . 'é
18% priority.™  We concluded.and we are glad to see g
19% that the August draft now reflects that the g
20§ Montgomery County Capital Improvements Program for é
215& schools is not keeping_up with the county or the %
22% city"s needs. We support the request in the %
ANDERSON.COURT REPORTING
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maintain school -enrollment issues as a priority

and to take proactive'stepsv including

: i
1; Planning Commission‘DrafthGEvthat MCPS develop a é
2%‘ methodology that will more accuratélyfpredict é
3§| future MCPS enroliment,‘so that :schools will ‘not é
»4§ continue to be over their program capacities. gv
5%' We agree that mot doing so will result ?
6? in situations like that which has occurred at .;
'7% College Gardens, where‘newly'moderniied'schools é
85! are soon over their capacity. Aé we testified é

i : _ :
9% V’befoie the Planning Commission in June, we asked E

10§ you the‘mayor and council to use this MGE effort E
11% as a catalyst to:begin a formal dialogue with the %
»12§ . county, othef governing bodies within fhe céunty, é
13% and ité citizens on long-range growth and the é
l4§ impact'onISChools" | | §
15§ We urge the mayor and council to §

L S 38 BNt i
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17:
| - o
183 communication in the mear term with the Board of
19§ Education and the County Council, to -ensure that §
205' needed school construction within the RM cluster ;
215' will be undertaken as 'soon as possible. ?
.22§ . For the 1dnger term, we note that staff E
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1% has suggested.that the mayor and council engage %
2i with the school board to discuss their capital |
3 programs and;planniﬁg canibe better coordinated

with ™the city's policies, future population

projections, and desired growth patterns.™ We ask

‘Phone (703) 519-7180 Fax (703) 519-7190
www.andersonreporting.net

5 %
' 6% for RMPTA cluster representatives to be included %
7§ in those discussions. g
il : ‘ :
.8% We must take action mnow to ensure our g
|
9% city and our .schools retain the high standards of §
102 excellence they currently enjoy. The proposed MGE %
11§ concludes, MRockville children should mot be g
122! forced to continually atfend schools whose %
' 13% enrollment exceeds capacity,”™ we agree. Two of %
145 gouf elementary schools' PTAs —— the.Ritchie Park i
15% - ES Elementary School PTA and the Twinbrook | é
16§ ‘ Elementary School PTA —— approve reéoiutions E
17§' regarding the MGE that we would iikeJ with your %
V18§ permission, to append to our testimony for the %
19 §1 record. é
QOé Thank you"v é
21§ MAYOR MARCUCCIO:  Thank.you“ i
22% ' MR. BRITTON: Madam Mayor, could I ask a §
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1: question? ?
2 MAYOR MARCUCCIO: = Certainly.
‘ |
3 MR. BRITTON: Excuse me?
43 ‘MAYOR MARCUCCIO:- Sir, would you come {
5% back to the podium? %
6§ MR. BRITTON: Could I ask a guestion? E
7? Come back. “Thanks,’MrnEKellyu %
8! MR. KELLY: You're welcome. :
9§' MR. BRITTON: I first want to state that ﬂ
10;:;w I totally agree, and it sort of piggybacks on the ?
11§ comment that I made to the private sector in an i
12: | earlier talk that we should act as a coalition —— §
13%% the private sector who want to build more, the ﬂ
' 14 ; local government, and the citizens —-— primarily in é
15 - an organized group such as the PTAs. I will also '4
-
- 16} say, you know, as a caveat to :some of my !
17§ statements, I plead guilty to your comments that é
18% people move here for the special programs that our §
i i
19%H cluster has. T still have a child working through §
20? the RM cluster; we came here because of the E
21% programs at Julius West and Richard Montgomery. g
225 My two older children enjoyed them completely. - So §
.ANDERSON COURT REPORTING
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l% I understand'that'it"s —— that people come for %
n2§ those reasons and it"s hard to count, you know, é
3% ‘the number of families moving in -every year foi é
4% that purpose. E
ST |
5% And I'm going tovask you a question, and é
62 I"nljust'asking.because I think we have to start a é
7% dialogue on all kinds of remedies for this é
8% problem. And so I'm not putting you on the spot g
9§ and ydu don™t have to answer. I Jjust want to g
10§ thfow that out there. Is one sqlution talking to %
_'L’lgh the Board —- the Board of EducationAand ;
lZé eliminating all special programs that we have in ?
13% Rockville and just keeping our schools for E
14% .Rockville citizens? - Because, I mean, even in the E
15%_ Lelementary'schoolsq it may not be an ID wing, but %
16% Julius West has ‘the MYP. - You mentioned College é
17? Garden programs1'the Twinbrook ana Bealllalso have ;
18% special programs that I think:bring in E
719§ Vlinon-Rockville students because of that. Is that a %
‘ZOE possibility? Should we -even consider it? ;
21 . MR. KELLY: I think it .would‘lt‘be‘
22§ inappropriaté for me to speculate about that at %
ANDERSON COURT REPORTING
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1; this point. ‘
2 MR. BRITTON: Okay. I —-—
3 , MR. KELLY: I might ——
4% ‘MR. BRITTON: That"s something to throw ?
_ 5% out there, §
Eé MR. KELLY: I think you raise a very %
7% good4pqint thét should be brought up by the mayor %
1 : ' ;
8§ and council at another time. ‘ §
9§ MR. BRITTON: Yes, and I 1ike the idea 3
'10§ of‘getting together with the board, because I a
| 11§ think we do need a work session —- g
12% MR.. KELLY: I strongly supporf thatq_ %
| I ]
1139 MR. BRITTON: - with the board. I also {
142 1ived_through‘thé remodeling or the rebuiiding of %
15% Richard Montgomery. My oldest was in the old %
16% ‘ building. Remember how long that too-k7 you know, %
17% to get that going in the Capital Improvement | é
18§ Program and to keep it géing? It"'s a lot of hard g
192 work, and there were other dedicated people that | E
20% pushed thét aiongm And it was also controversial ;
21% : because ittbroke the mode df:suburban school %
22% buildingh It"'s aétually a multi-level facility é
- ANDERSON COURT REPORTING
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that is different from other facilities we have
here.. |

Another quesfion just to throw out
there; is it better to create mega schoOls to help
accommodate our .students or -- and, therefore,
have'nmlti-level1building schools that go away
from the suburban paradigm or find more space?
And I'm thinking particularly like Beall cannot
éxpand‘very<much unless it goes up. Or find more
space where we build additional schools and have
additional infrastructure like that? Again, I
Adon"t know ——

MR. KELLY: ‘I“think that's a good
question, Put I don't think that I'm in a position

to answer that tonight.

D e R S e
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16 MR. BRITTON: Mm-hmm, okay. - Just
'17% -something to — é
18 | MR. KELLY: I think they are — they're ;
194  all very valuable guestions -- f
20 | MR. BRITTON: We need to take back to :
_21§ our different groupings —— E
22 MR. KELLY: Please do. 1
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" MR. BRITTON: -—- for public discourse

and other things.

‘MR. KELLY: 'Thank vyou for all you do.
MR. PIERZCHALA: Madam Mayor, I Jjust
want to comment on John Britton's thing. The

College Gardens Elementary,School'alstwent

higher.

MR. BRITTON: Which —-

MR. PIERZCHALA: It's two stories, yes,
and —-

MR. BRITTON: Did you 'say two stories?

MR. PIERZCHALA: Yes. |

MR. BRITTON: Well, that is the norm.

MR. PIERZCHALA: >Okayu_

MR. BRITTON: The Richard Montgomery was

three.

MR. PIERZCHALA: And there used to be a
one story. Okay,_ But it"s about twice as.big as-
it used to be. ’

‘MR. BRITTON: th I'"m sorry. Okay.

MAYOR MARCUCCIO: Yes, Mr. Gajewski4

MR. GAJEWSKI: I also want to comment

29
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1E about sfrategies that we can employ here because I g
2§ think one way to go about this is to get behind é
3§ the strategy. I can preface this by saying one of g
'4% the very first meetings I had shortly after I was é
5% ielectéd in 2007 was with Jerry Weis to plead for a g
6§ King Farm.Elementéry School because one -of the %
; : :
7% " "Mayor and Councils —- part of our vision statement 3
g S : ¥
8% postulated that all Rockville kids should attend é
9§ Rockville ‘schools, which is mot the case §
10% ‘presently. As Ms. Hall was implying,lnorth of é
113 King Farm actually féeds into the Gaithersburg é
125 cluster. | g
.132 So, to ‘some extent, in terms of the ;
14§| “media problem of College. Park Elementary and the é
15% 'problem thatrwe"ie dealing,with in;King Farﬁ where %
16% I live, is, in fact, moving forward with a King g
17§ FarmEElementary;’which would pull the kids north g
18% -of King Farm into that school and pull -some kids g
v19§ out of the College Gardens Elementafyq and that 'é
, éOé1 would solve the problems. So if we could perhaps ;
.21% find unity behind some such idea so fhat we're all g
p q
‘_221 advocating for one.idea that would be fabulous. E
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706 Duke Street, Suite 100
Alexandria, VA 22314
B-30




Attach B

1§ : ‘ 'MAYOR.MARCUCCIO: I have to say, you E
422 know, every time I hear this kiﬁd‘of discussion I §
3; keep going back to where are we going to put all é
4% these folks? TNow, certéinly our developer ;
52‘ Community would like to make high rises .and thét ;
6§l ien"t'a.bad thing, it"s just that they very rarely ;
7§ make the accommodations big enough for any kind of %
’8§ large family. So, what is happening is that é
.9§ . people who want affordable housing are having to- ?
10% double-up‘in.singlleamilyvhomes” and it"s ‘because é
11% we're not making the development community'provide g
12% sufficient housing for faﬁilies with children. T E
13§  think we must think about that seriously. g
vl4% E . Anywaj,‘that*s just my two cents in %
15§ this, but that's enough. Anything further? é
16§ ' Oh, yes, is there another one Who wants | %
17§L to speak? ?
18§ | SPEAKER: (inaudible) ?
'193 MAYOR;MARCUCCIOz Excuse:me? :
20 | MR. BRITTON: Yes.
21u . MAYOR MARCUCCIO: Come right up to the
.22§ microphone. E
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32 |
11 MS. OLER: Hi, I'm Crystal Oler, and I
2% live at 2 Duke Court. And I have two ssons ‘who %
3% currently go to College Gardens Elementary school, §

| _ : :
442 and I have one who will Dbe there in about four %
BEL years. So, I will be there for the next 11 years,, 3
6§ and my third grader doesn't eat until 1:30. So, é
'7% to answer your question about suggestions about é
85 what we should do to move forward and you had said f
9% possibly getting rid of -extra programs. ? 

10% Personally, I think that"s a great idea, g
11% to build costs money, takes a lot of time. My %
12% child will be in high school by then. So, my g
13§ thoughts are Chinese emersion is a county-wide :
14§ program if we can move it to a less populated %
15% school within the county. 4We*re‘alréady;paying %
16§ for the bus 'system, so that money would just go to E
1’7;‘i bus those children to a different school. So, we E
18% would still ‘have the program, it would just'be %
19§ transferred. I think that”'s .something we can E
20 definitely look into. ;
21§L T think we should also look into how %
22% many hardship transfer cases we have accepted. If 5
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lé ouﬁ:schoolis overpopulated and people are trying é
2§ to get into our schools, why don"t we say no? I'm E
3§ sorry, right mow we"re full, why don™t you go to %
4% . your home .school, check back with us latex? ;
5%' So, I ‘think that moving forward with é
6§i ..those possibilities is definitely a proposal that ;
'7§ we should think about. | g
8§h | So, thank you. é
9§ ‘MAYOR MARCUCCIO: Thank you. Anyone g
'10§ else who wishés*to address this? %
11% MS. CASTER: Thank you for the g
12% opﬁértunity to speak in response to the updated %
13; Municipal Growth Element. My name is Susan %
14é Caster. My family and I live on Bartonshire Wéy' %
iBé . in the Potomac Woods heighbﬁrhood of Rockville. I %
16; want to tell you a little bit about my -experience. %
17§ I grew up here in Rockville; I'm a product -of %
18;{i V'Mbntgomery County Public .Schools. As an i
19§ elementary school stﬁdent I attended Hungerford %
,205L Elemeﬁtary School, some éf you may remember, in 3
\21% now what is the Children's ILearning Center, part §
2221 of the Rich Montgomery Cluster. %
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1% When my husband and I were fortunate ;
»22 -enough to find twb;professional positions here in é
3§ Montgomery County 13 years ago, we chose very f
-4§ carefully to move back to Rockville. TWe §
5§ éppreciated the superb Rockville City servicés” é
6% and the excellence of Montgomery County Public é
'7§ Schools, and we're delighted to find a home in E
; , £
8% Potomac Woods in the RM Cluster. We've been very §
9% happy with that decision, and have appreciated all %
10% that the.city and the council have done toAmaké ?
115 this a wonderful place to live. %
12% ‘I want to talk ébout the Municipal E
13§ Growth Element, and I Want to start by thanking %
14é “the council and the Plannihg Board for their é
15él recognition of the critical relafionship between %
16§ growth in the city and public school capacity. As. §
: 17;2I ybu know, and is so eloquently deséribed in the %
18f revised'Municipéi‘Growth Element, all of the é
19§ elementary schools within the Montgomery Céunty — %
‘20§ within the Richard Montgomery Cluster are well E
;21% over capacity. My children who areAsittihg ih the é
22; Aback very quietly are second and‘fifth grade §
'ANDERSON COURT REPORTING
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i .
,1§ students in the Ritchie Park Elementary School. %
2? This is a school that's currently at least 127 é
3%- percent capacity. ‘We‘have five;portable é
4% classrooms and"minimal.blacktop playground space. %
5§I Tet me tell you how that looks from -the §
6% ground  level. My daughter’s in fifth grade and i
7?i spends half her day in ajporfable~cla$sroomw My §
8% son is in second grade and is looking af spending .é
9; half of elementary school in a portable classroom. é

ilOé But we're ahead éf the game in that Ritchie ?ark %
11% hés a feasibility study complete for an addition: %
12%I to the school. TWe have a'project'thét*s truly %
13%' shovel ready and as a federal employee with direct g
14§ _ experienée in Recovery Act funding, T know - shovel é
15§ ready. We would respectfully‘ask that the City ';
16; Council appear on our behalf to helb’MCPS_ §
17§| understand the importance to Rockville City. g
18% residents of soiviﬁg thiSfproblem as rapidly as é
19? possible by approving construction for the §
202 _addition iﬁ the 2012 Capital Impro#ement Plan. %
21% Wé would further appreciate your support §
22§ in éﬁggesting to MCPS that their policy of waiting 2
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36
12 until overcrowding is not simply projected but an é
2§ undeniable reality before they act is not really §
32 in the:best interest of Montgomery — of Rockville %
-4% residents or their children. We need your help to é
5; ;présent this story.to the county, to>he1p'us ask E
»6§ MCPS to plan ahead the way we as families plan ;
7% ahead for our childrend é
8; Thank you. §
9 MR. BRITTON: Madam Mayor, I have a

1OE éuestion« Excuse me, can I ask - g
11§ MAYOR’MARCUCCIO: Come.back,.he“s»got é
12; some questions forvydun E
13; 'MR_fBRITTON: I agree withlyour ?
14% Statement-that it would be great to get MCPS to %
15% build on spec rather than wait until we"ré all g
16§ overcapacity, or at leasttmaybe half spec, I don't %
: :
17% know. Just a quick qﬁestionu_ Did you see a i
18% significant increase in student population With E
»19% the opening of is that Park ?laza? Park Potomac %
Zlé MS. OLER: Park Potomac. §
22§ MR. BRITTON: —- which is.right outside 2
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1: the city .and —- but I think part of or feed into é
,2§ Ritchie Park. §
3§ ‘MS.. OLER: From my memory, and other %
4% ,people'here know the numbers better than I do, we %
5§ were projected to have 0 students from Park g
6% Potomac and we have 25. 3
7% MR. BRITTON:  Thank you. é
8% MAYOR MARCUCCIO: Thé lady-in the red %
9? shirtw I saw her first. Oh, that”s Laura; Sorry. %
10? MR. BRITTON: She"s not a lady in a red i
11§I shirt,‘.She"s Laurauv §
122 .MAYOR MARCUCCIO; She's Laura. %
_13§ MS. BERTHIAUME: ZLaura Berthiaume, Board %
14% of Education. | %
15 MAYOR MARCUCCTO: You can tell us the !
16§ answers. é
17% MS.. BER?HIAUME? I probably could, but ?
18% it would take all night. I’just_wanf to say that é
19% more than.haépy to facilitate any fact-finding; %
ZOE any discussions that the City Council wants to g
21é ‘ unaertake with the Board of Education. The %
_225 overcﬁowdingjproblem is domplex; there‘are;gany ;
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lé contributing‘factors, and'ths answers are mot ;
Qi simple. And so I think that it would benefit i
Bi -everybody to start with'wheré'we are and what are %
4§ actually the situation on the ground and what are %
5; the facts. | %
, : :
6§| And I hear discussions of.rélocating %
7§ children to other parts of the county. The fact 5
8%% is that although this cluster is very, very ;
i i
9@ overcrowded, so is almost -every other cluster in g
'105 the county. &And so, for -example, we had to move a %
11§ kindergarten class, an entire kindergarten class, g
12% out of an elementary school and into the bottdm %
132 level of a middle school this year at Oakland %
14§L Terrace because we were simply out of space. 5
15§ And that's particulsrlykbad in the é
162 Silver Spring area. SO understand that MCPS has ;
17% to look at the -entire county-wide picture, and bé E
; §
18? happy if the council decides that it really wants %
'19% td delve into facts, figures, projections, how we é
202’ get there” and wherevwe"re going. ‘I“d be happy to é
21§ be whatever assistance you need in that. S
22§ MAYOR MARCUCCIO: Thank you for that ;
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wohderful offer. This is one of your Board of
Education members. This lady can make something
happen. Maybe we can't, but she can. |
MS.. NEWTON: You had recently put out a

suggestion to the council, the mayor .and council,

that you would be willing to facilitate. I think

we should do it, aﬁd T would like to do it all of
us together. ‘I‘fhink it"s dmportant that it be a
fact-finding that -everyone participates in. So,

if this ié an opportunity, Mayozx, to discuss that,
I think that's a —

‘MS. BERTHIAUME: Happy to help, and if
you need a formal letter froﬁ'meq just let me
know. |

MS. NEWTON: I think you're ——

MAYOR MARCUCCIO: :You“re»endorsement
right now is tremendous.

MS. NEWTON: Yes.

MS. BERTHIAUME: Okay. All right —

MAYOR ‘MARCUCCIO: Because we have been

sort of step children in this, you know. The City

of Rockville is a funny entity when it comes to
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1% “the county schools. g

;Zg MS.. BERTHIAUME: ° Understood. ;

3 MAYOR MARCUCCIO: All right.

4§ ‘MS.. BERTHIAUME: And closer relations ;

‘5% are alwaysﬂbetter“ 'g

'6% MAYOR MARCUCCIO: Yes, indeed. §

72 MS.. NEWTON: Thank'youm %

8§ MAXOR:MARCUCCIO: Thank you so much, g

9§ Laura. Anyone else who wishes to speak? Yes, g

10§ ma" am. é
11§ MS. PERRY: Hi, I'™m Lynn Perry—-Parker. ;
12% I'm at 7 East Argyle. Some of'you may know that ?
13§ I'm actually new to the qulic schools because I» E
14§ was a‘private schbol~goer foi:many,imany yéars" é
15% Just like I Was there, Iﬁm‘very active in léaining ?
16§ about the ins and outs of public schools as well. ?
17; And I just want to comment on something é
18% that Mr. Britton brought ﬁp in terms of should we %
19? be moving the sspecial programs“ And I would %
20% disagree with that. One of the reasons I left the E
2l§ private scﬁool,:believe it or not, is because of é
.ZZE the excellent -education that Montgpmery County :
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1; schools have. And that is why a lot of us are f
~252 here. And I"'1l say in terms of it being very é
3% complicated and all the interacting and the g
4% figures that go together, Montgomery County has g
5§ been immune from a lot of the hit of this é
6% recession, primarily because we have such a highly - %
'7§ -educated population, because of the schools that i
8% draw people here. We still.héve really good jobs é
9% here. Even our International Baccalaureate g
102 Program is responsible for bringing the g
112 International Baccalaureate Program —— putting é
12% their headquarters into Méntgomery County; That %
13% was a big Hit. That's tax revenue, that"s new | %
-145 '~ Jjobs. So, we can't underestimate'how important é
15§ ihe fact that our Speciai programs .are to our é
l6§ quality of life.. | | E
17-§I  Yes, the overcrowding is a huge préblem, é
18% but getting rid of what,broﬁght perle'hére I ;
192' don't think is the approﬁriate answer. é
.20§ With that note, it"'s .been mentioned %
21§| about private séhOols part of the reason we are E
22% Awhére we are is because of just the methodology '
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that‘waS‘used in terms of projecting growth. Like
a lot has alreadylbeen said in terms of the
recession, multi—families, a lot more children in
apartments, we have —— I'm in Ritchie Park. I
live right on Argyle Street, which is Monroe

Street the whole complex>of apartments there.

. We're actually gerrymandered to go into Ritchie

Park-becausé of these social -economic diversion
thereQI'There“S"noW one bus. One bus. ~They've
had to ‘have two there. One bus just for. the
apartment complex. They've had fo add two for
that whole little corner of MonroeAand Argyleq

this gerrymandered section that was brought into

42
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.14% Ritchie Park originally to even things out. é
15§ | There's been»a huge demographic shift ?
16§ and those are the types of things you have to work ?
17% at. And with respect to the;privéte schools with 2
18; the recessidns,‘people decide I"ve got a great | %
‘195 public education in Montgomery County, why would T E
4202 pay for private schobls? I am a lawyer; I do a %
21? lot With private schools. Private schoolé are %
22? having a lot of trouble. That's another thing :
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1? that wasn't just anticipated. So, really it's é

.25 more of .a methodology of how we approach it. é

3§ Another -elementary school that wouid %

4% help the -elementary overcrowdingvkbut it"s mnot E

BE. going to help.Julius’West« They're all feeders %

6§ into Julius West. ,And'by.2014,'the£e —— Julius ;

7% West is also projected to be, I believe, it's not é

8§I a hundred, close to 120 percent over capacity as é

gé, well within just a couple of years. So, it is | %
10? complex, and.IJ toéu'would volunteer to do g
11% twhatéver'I can in terms of working with Laura and ’
1.2§H the community to put all of these —— normally %’
135 Rockville wouldn”t.have a jurisdiction over public %
14g 'schools, but we can't get around having to work ;
15§ with the developers, the communities, tﬁe g
16? familiés” and all the parts that fit in there. %
'17E | Thank you. | ;
185 MAYOR?MARCUCCIO# Anyone else who would ;
19? like to address this public hearing on Rockville®'s §
20% Municipal Growth Element? | ;
21§I Seeing no other tékers, we Will close
.22% this public hearing and keep the public record
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l% open until September 22. Is that what I heard you §
i - *
24 say? :
|
3! ‘MR. LEVY: That's what our staff §
4§ recommendation would be foribbth‘Municipal Growth :
5% and Water Resources Element, which would come ;
'62 next. %
7. MAYOR MARCUCCIO: Does anybody have any
85 comments about it? %
9: MR. BRITTON: I do. I would suggest we :
10é keep the public record ~- and I know this is a E
11% burden on-staff, and so maybe not everything would %
12? be included in the Staff Report. We talk about é
135 this; we have a work session on Monday, October f
145. 11th? I suggest we keep it open until that ?
15§ previous Friday. é
'16§l It's been my experience that people é
-17% click on — people have come here tonight, and §
18§ that"s good. But sometimes people click on when %
19; they see the agenda go up and say why wasn™t I :
,20% given an -opportunity to speak on that, or, oh, I a
215 forgot about that, but I'd like to say something. ?

22; So, the agenda, people will hear about it, you
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1§ know, a week before we have our work session, and g
Zé that would give them'to the very 1ast_minute;to E
3§I submit something in the record. It's a work ;
4% session, so we can take it and digest it -on Monday ?
5§i if it's submitted on Friday -evening, I don't think %
6; ihatis a problem, and then work through any ?
7% comments that might come in and put it in its %
8% final form. %
9% ‘MAYOR MARCUCCIO: Yes, you have ;

lOi something? é
11§ ‘MS,'NEWTON: I ‘would second John's é
12% :suggestion« Iﬁteresting, I have the exact same E
133 date in mind, but I would do it for two additional %
| 14% reasons. One, I think hopefully by then we could‘ i
15% have our fact-finding trip with T.aura and do some %
16; due diligence on thé.part of the mayor and ?
17§ Vcouhcilq which may be hard to schedule in thejnext- i
18% two— week timeffamem And two, I would suggest é
19? fhat you mot do another — I didn"'t bring mine %
'202, ~t§night”:but another iteration of this and that we ‘
21% Just get additional comments;that are sent in'by
22; the community and whatnot. And then at'that4work
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session we can come up with the final ones that
the mayor and council decide mneed to be
implemented or whatever. It cuts work out for you
that weekend, and it doesn’t waste paper.

MR. LEVY: Councilman Newton, that's
precisely what our plan would be, would be to take
in all the commentary. - We don't regérd‘ourselves
as having any authority to make edits other than
the direction from the mayor and council. So,
this is the Plénning Commission draft, meaning
this is‘the document that came from the Planning"‘
Commission réferred to you, and so we're
facilitating commentsvfrom the public and,bringing
‘whafever information that would.help you to
provide direction for us. So” we-won”t<be:making
any -edits to the doéument until you give us
direction to do so. |

MAYOR MARCUCCIO: And this document?

MR. LEVY: That"'s the next one for the
public hearing as well. 2And .so under the
suggestion for Councilman Britton, we would

provide our Staff Report based on whatever

46

N D ek et T b e e

ANDERSON COURT REPORTING
706 Duke Street, Suite 100
Alexandria, VA 22314
Phone (703) 519-7180 Fax (703) 519-7190
www.andersonreporting.net

B-46




O

16

Attach B

12
13-
14§

15 -

17§
20°
21,

22.

477

comments have been submitted up to the time of the
schedule for submitting the Staff Report.

Whatever comes afterwards will be in the record
and we'll bring it forward. iWe:may{not have made
comments as staff on it, though“

MR. BRITTON: Right, I think that could
work..

MS.. NEWION: Yes.

MAYOR MARCUCCIO: I'd like to —— when
you're going to extend the date for the one
document that it be extended for the other one as
well. |

MRn LEVY: That's entirely at your
discretion. |

MR. BRITTON: My comments go for both.

MAYOR MARCUCCIO: Any other comments?

Anyone else wish to speak to this?

We will close the public hearing.
(Whereupon, the HEARING was

adjourned.)

* * * * *
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, 1 CERTIFICATE OF NOTARY PUBLIC
2; I, Carleton J. Anderson, III do hereby ?
' 32 certify.that.thé witness whose testimony appears ;

4% in the foregoing hearing was duly swofn‘by:me; ?
5% that the testimony of said witﬁess was taken by me g
GE and thereafter reduced to print under my §
7§ directiony that said deposition is a true record %
8% of the testimony given{by said'withess; that I am ;
9% neither counsel for, related to, nor eﬁployed_by é
105 any of fhe_parties to the action in which these é

11§ proceedings were taken; and, furthermore, that I ;

12% am neither a relative or employee of any attorney ;
‘13i or counsel employed by the parties hereto, nor g
145 financially or otherwise interested in the outcome é
15§i of this action. %

g i |
162 ' /s/Carleton J. Anderson, III %
19é thary Public in‘aﬁd for the g
20§ Commonwealth of Virginia %
21 ‘ Commission No. 351998
22; Expires: November 30, 2012 %
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