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the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A” for “not applicable.” For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
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1. Name of Property

historic name Rockville Park Historic District

other names

2. Location

Bounded by Baltimore Road, Joseph St, Grandin Reading Ave. and
street & number  S. Stonestreet Ave. ] not for publication
city ortown  Rockville ] vicinity
state  Maryland code MD county  Montgomery code 031 zipcode 20850

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this [] nomination []
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property [] meets [] does
not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant [] nationally [] statewide [] locally. (]
See continuation sheet for additional comments).

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. (] See continuation sheet for additional comments).

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby, certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
[] entered in the National Register.
[ see continuation sheet.

X determined eligible for the National
Register.  July 18, 2001

[ see continuation sheet.
[] Determined not eligible for the National

Register.
[] removed from the National Register.

[ other (explain):
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ROCKUVILLE PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT

Name of Property

ATTACHC
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND

County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

X] private ] building(s)

X public-local X district

[] public-State [] site

[] public-Federal [1 structure
[] object

Name of related multiple property listing N/A
(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
57 31 buildings
2 sites
1 structures
objects
59 32 Total

number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register 0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC / Single Dwelling / House

DOMESTIC / Single Dwelling / House

DOMESTIC / Single Dwelling / Garage

DOMESTIC / Single Dwelling / Garage

INDUSTRY /waterworks/water tower

INDUSTRY/waterworks/water tower site

TRANSPORTATION/pedestrian bridge

TRANSPORTATION/pedestrian bridge

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN

LATE 19™/20™ C. REVIVALS

LATE 19™/20™ C. AMERICAN MOVEMENTS

MODERN MOVEMENT

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE, BRICK, CONCRETE BLOCK
walls WOOD/weatherboard, BRICK, STUCCO

STONE/Slate, METAL/Steel,
roof SYNTHETICS/fiberglass

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)
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Description Summary

Rockville Park retains the essential physical fesguhat characterized the platting of this redidén
subdivision in 1884, including streets and alleysogiated with the original design. Surrounded dst{¥orld
War 1l turnkey subdivisions, Rockville Park’s segiis notable for its open landscape, angled streed range
of spatial associations that arose from its slowetigpment over time. Lining the streets of the hbmyhood
are houses in a variety of forms and architectsigdés, including Victorian-era residences, Amarica
Foursquares, bungalows, and Minimal Traditionaldesufrom the 1950s. The district is adjacent to the
Rockville station of the B & O Railroad Metropolit&ranch (1873), the primary impetus for the suisttivm’s
development. The northern boundary of Rockvill&kPBaltimore Road, is one of Montgomery County’s
historic roads; the district’'s western boundarthes railroad line.

Narrative

The City of Rockville is centrally located in Momtignery County, Maryland and encompasses 13 square
miles. The Piedmont topography is reflected wightée hills and slopes. Rockville sits at the is¢gtion

of major north-south (Rockville Pike) and east-w@sbntgomery Avenue, Falls Road) routes. The sity’
earliest identity is related to its function as teater of government for Montgomery County. Tqday
government offices are clustered in the vicinitytled original town center, but Rockville is also a
commercial hub for the wider metropolitan area,cemtrated along Rockville Pike. Overall, 74 petcen
of the city is zoned residential, which include® $res of open spacte.

Rockville Park is one of several subdivisions ledan a residential portion of the East Rockville
Planning Area, bounded by the railroad tracks andgérford Road (MD 355) to the west, Gude Drive to
the north, First Street (MD 28) to the east, and3/klill Road (MD 586) to the south. Within the loads

of these major traffic arteries, East Rockvilldeefs the suburban expansion of Rockville, withadety

of houses and mature gardens on narrow streets.

Rockville Park lies on the south side of BaltimB®ad, a pre-existing thoroughfare that connected
Rockville to two early nineteenth-century townsp&keville and Sandy Spring, and then to the City of
Baltimore. The topography varies from 400-460 fdstve sea level, with water draining from a high
point on Grandin Avenue. Rockville Park pre-ddtescity’s first municipal water system (1896-1897)
but includes the site of the city’s first municipehter tower. This pipestem tower was an elemetiteo
1897 pumping station known as the “Rockville Electights and Water Works,” located in the adjacent
Croydon Park subdivision to the north.

! City of RockvilleComprehensive Master Plan 20G2 2-1. C-3
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The proposed Rockville Park Historic District retaill those essential physical features that cheniae
the Rockville Park subdivision, including the ongi configuration as established with the plat&84
and modified in 1890. Surrounded by post-World \Waunrnkey subdivisions, the Rockville Park
Historic District is notable for its circulation sgm of roads, sidewalks, and alleys; variety opprty
types; and range of spatial associations that droseits slow development over time. In addition
varying property sizes, there is a unifying elentbat arises from the sense of space created by the
triangular-shaped layout, with its resulting vayiet views, focal points, and meandering routes.

Rockville Park contains large and small single-fsirdivellings, built in a wide-range of architectura
styles. Property sizes vary. The houses fronttiteets and have landscaped front yards. There are a
moderate number of mature trees scattered throaghewmeighborhood. Behind most properties are
alleys, and some properties include associateduddifigs that can be accessed from the alley. Many
of the houses have private driveways off of themsaieet that lead to detached garages. In additio
many houses have generous side yards. The pedesiiwironment includes tree-bordered sidewalks
and rich garden edges that frame the front yards.

Separated by railroad tracks from the city cerReckville Park has been connected to downtown
Rockville in various ways, including a pedestriaidge shown on the 1890 plat. The present stasstr
bridge, however, was installed in 1974 and is tloeéeea non-contributing structure in the proposed
National Register District. The former B&O tracke aow owned and operated by CSX, and additional
tracks were added after the Washington Metro exdéid Rockville in 1975.

Excepting the CSX/Metro tracks and a narrow comrakstrip at its western edge, Rockville Park is
bordered on three sides by residential subdivisi@ngydon Park to the north, Janeta to the eadt, an
Rockdale to the south. These adjacent neighboehbade many similarities to Rockville Park, andrthe
development includes involvement by some of theesemaividuals, most notably, the Reading family.
Croydon Park (1924) and Janeta (1914) both incdudetwork of streets and alleys that connect to
Rockville Park. However, discordant intrusionsksas widening or re-routing of historic roads have
adversely impacted the three adjacent subdivisidimey do, however, serve as a buffer for the Ritlekv
Park subdivision and protect its historic charatter

2 SHA Congestion Relief Study: MD28 Rockville Towntér Intersection improvement Sty@hitiated 1998); SHA Determination
of Eligibility for Rockville Park (2/2/2001); MHT @ncurrence (3/22/2001); Keeper of the NRHP Deteatiom of Eligibility
(7/18/2001). C-4
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CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES OF THE DISTRICT
Urban Design

Layout: Rockville Park’s picturesque layout is a modifgged within the asymmetrical form of the
original 28-5/8-acre parcel platted by William Repin 1884 and recorded in 1888. A hierarchy of
avenues, streets, and alleys were used in thenaligiatting of 53 lots of generous size. Sevefdhese
original lots are still apparent along Baltimoread@and Reading Avenue. In 1890, however, Reading
divested himself of the unsold lots, with a morigagreement to a new developer. The new owner,
Washington Danenhower, redesigned the subdivisiaffér 210 lots, within the same basic street ldyo

Streets: Rockville Park still displays a hierarchy of rgaalith distinctions apparent in street width,
paving, and presence or absence of sidewalks. phsragative of the developer, street names reflect
personal associations for William Readidaltimore Road continues to function as a majote
eastward from the center of the City of Rockvidad the earliest houses in the subdivision froistritad.
Stonestreet Avenue parallels the railroad line @nodides a transition/buffer for the residentiabperties,
none of which faces Stonestreet. The small-sealielential streets - Reading Avenue, Grandin Avenue
Maple Avenue, and Joseph Street - are quiet nergbbds with a diversity of house styles and sizes.
Joseph and Maple have sidewalks only on one sitieeddtreet.

Connectivity The railroad tracks continue to be both an irntgpdrborder and link for the residents. The
original at-grade crossing at Baltimore Road wasetl in 1933. The roadway connection across the
railroad tracks was shifted to Park Road, threeksido the north. At Baltimore Road, the neighlowdh
connection is retained with a pedestrian bridge twve tracks.

Parks: The subdivision is moderately dense. The origi@uresque layout created odd corners along
Reading Avenue; these areas were dedicated aspaoks. The small island-park at Stonestreet has
been paved, but public green space is a featuhe &iorners of Grandin and Reading, and Maple and
Reading. The ground for the city’s first and setemater towers on Grandin Avenue is preservedtgs ci
parkland. Additional green space is provided wittegment of Joseph Street between Reading and
Grandin, reserved as a public right-of-way, butergpaved.

% See below, note 127. Not all his street namese wetrined over time. Baltimore Road was re-natilelin Street” but reverted
back to the old name in time. Present-day JoségetSvas named “Jefferson.” Alleys were given aantynn Alley (Block 2);
Bergen Alley (Block 4); and Amity Alley (Block 6)Maple Avenue and Jefferson Street were discontisuand other street names
used were “Olive” and “Bancroft” streets. Stomest Avenue ran only the length of Block 2.

* A school bus accident in 1935 resulted in newtgatdes for the B&O Railroad, and the eliminatiohat-grade crossings along the
line. [Eileen S. McGuckiarRockville, Portrait of a Cit§Frankl{@=Hillsboro Press, 2001), p. 117.]
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Alleys: The alleys are narrow public right-of-ways, soshevhich are still gravel while others have been
paved. They provide an alternate route for pedesty being mostly devoid of traffic. Garages fdee
alleys, and gates in fences lead into rear yards.

Notable trees:With its late-nineteenth century beginnings, Raltd Park now retains some notable trees
that have reached great maturity. The advertisésrienRockville Park included the developer’s preen
to plant a shade tree in front of everyloT.oday, the mature canopy of trees on public ande

property provides a sense of age and enclosuranemty the garden-like setting for the subdivision.

[l. Architecture

Rockville Park exhibits a range of architecturgles consistent with the long development histdrihe
subdivision. Developers of late nineteenth censturydivisions were responsible not for constructbn
houses but only for the infrastructure, which ofteriuded paved streets, brick or plank sidewadks]

street tree8. Single lots were then sold to individuals. Thedlavas held for investment and resale, or the
person proceeded to build a house in a style abhiieer choosing. Houses were constructed in the
subdivision over time, with clusters of developmidnstrating various architectural styles of tlagel
nineteenth and first half of the twentieth centsiri&€leven properties in Rockville Park have prasip

been documented individually with Maryland Histatid@ rust inventory forms. Their site numbers are
included with their descriptions in the followingmative.

Vernacular Victorian Homes (1870 — 1910)

The Folk Victorian styles illustrated in RockvilRark are, for the most part, modest in detailimgeir
footprints range in size from under 700 squareti@elver 1200 square feet. The side-hall/parlanpé
the most common. Principal subtypes include ti¢ered-gable Gothic Revivalsimple two-story side
gable, and gable front and wifigHouses were built with a variety of materialg]imiing the use of
decorative wood shingles in the gable ends, anddmal wood siding. Several houses feature patgtjo
bays on the front or side elevations. One houseahaasymmetrical primary front-gable roof. Selera
houses incorporate features of different stylesaardcharacterized as “Transitional.” The Shir&fide

is represented with one house, featuring a covedamand cross-gable roof.

*The Washington Past3 April 1890, p. 14.

®The Washington Pqs26 October 1890, p. 11. Newspaper advertisenfents/o of Rockville Park’s contemporaries, Kengimy
Park and College Park, touted similar featuredHeir new communities. (See “College Parklie Washington Pos26 October
1890, p. 11; and “Kensington ParK:he Washington Pas27 April 1890, p. 18.)

" Virginia and Lee McAlester Field Guild to American Houséblew York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1988), p. 197. Thenm of
popularity for each style is included and is takem the McAlesters’ book.

® Ibid., p.308. C-6
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Victorian: Reading’s % Addition/Readington

205 Baltimore Road (1886) Two-story side gable

213 Baltimore Road (1886) Two-story side gablehviitricate one-story wrap-around porch with
polygonal corner bay and pierced-work railing, withned columns.

206 Reading Avenue (1889) Gable front and winghwotver front gable with corner brackets and
polygonal massing. (M:26-13-3)

729 Grandin Avenue (1889) Non-contributing due to incompatible alterations.

Victorian/Transitional: Danenhower’s Rockville Rar

212 Reading Road  (c.1890) Centered-gable GothicvRleiM:26-13-4)

701 Grandin Avenue (c.1893) Centered-gable Gotenv\Rl (M:26-13-13)

709 Grandin Avenue (c.1893) Centered-gable Gotenx\Rl (M:26-13-14)

300 Reading Avenue (c.1893) Cross-gable Shingle §.26-13-15)

315 Baltimore Road (c.1895) Gable front and wing46413-12)

207 Baltimore Road (c.1896) Centered-gable Gotleizivl

702 Maple Avenue  (c.1900) Victorian/Colonial Revitransitional (M:26-13-18)

419 Reading Avenue (c.1900) Victorian/Colonial Re@vitransitional (M:26-13-16)

720 Maple Avenue  (c.1900) Gable front and wing

411 Baltimore Road (c.1906) Two-story side gable

401 Baltimore Road (c.1905) Centered-gable Gotleeival (M:26-13-2)

301 Baltimore Road (c.1906) Victorian/Colonial Realitransitional; American Foursquare massing
with a Victorian cross-gable polygonal bay oe ftont elevation.

American Foursquare (1900 — 1920)

The American Foursquare is a subtype of the “Rrd&tyle.® These houses were popular with builders,
with their simple, square or rectangular plan. geig roofs are the most common. The deep roof angrh
may result in a slight “kick” in the eaves. Buidi materials may include slate for roofing, andzantal
wood siding. Full-width porches are typical.

305 Baltimore Road (c.1899) American Foursquar#h @olonial Revival style detailing, slate roof.
503 Baltimore Road (1912) American Foursquare, @ittonial Revival style detailing, slate roof.
(M:26-48)

700 Grandin Avenue (c.1919) American Foursquart @olonial Revival style detailing.

713 Maple Avenue (c.1930) American Foursquare, late.

° Ibid., p.p. 439, 443. C-7
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Bungaloid (1905 — 1930)

The Bungaloid style is a vernacular subset of treft€man house. Side-gabled or hipped roofs with
dormers are most typical in Rockville. Rusticaéatk foundations, open eaves with exposed rafter
tails, and full-width front porches are all typical

307 Baltimore Road

403 Baltimore Road
405 Baltimore Road
501 Baltimore Road
703 Maple Avenue
719 Maple Avenue
717 Maple Avenue
724 Grandin Avenue
722 Grandin Avenue
712 Maple Avenue
410 Reading Avenue
420 Reading Avenue
715 Grandin Avenue
726 Grandin Avenue
728 Grandin Avenue
205 Reading Ave

(1911)

(1929)
(1926)
(1925)
(1918)
(1923)
(1923)
(1918)
(1923)
(1923)
(1953)
(1922)
(1932)
(1923)
(1936)
(1942)

1-1/2 story with fronbgadormer; fieldstone foundation, and

patterned metal shingle roof. (M: 26-13-7)

1-1/2 story side-gabli¢h wont gable dormer; battered columns
1-1/2 story side-gabliéh wont gable dormer; paired windows
1-1/2 story side-gaWi#) front gable dormer; battered columns
1-1/2 story side-gablehvinont gable dormer

1-1/2 story side-gablehwiribnt gable dormer

1 story hipped roof, virtint gable dormer

1 story hipped roof, vititmt gable dormer

1 story hipped roof, vitiimt gable dormer

1 story hipped roof, virtimt gable dormer

1-story side-gable

1-1/2 story side-galille front-gable porch

1-1/2 story front-gdbl&additions]

1-story front-gable

1-1/2 story front-gable

1-1/2 story front gable

Colonial Revival (1880 — 1955)

Seen as a reaction to the detail and ornamentatithre Victorian styles, Colonial Revival style ls@s
vary from academically correct examples to stripgedn houses with simple massing. The style was
applied to 1-, 1-1/2-, and 2-story homes. Archgemd builders also used regional variants.

505 Baltimore Road
406 Reading Avenue
707 Maple Avenue
310 Reading Avenue
400 Reading Avenue
304 Reading Avenue

(1925)
(1928)
(1939)
(1941)
(1939)
(1948)

1-1/2 story side-gahlé wont-gable porch
2 story side-gable

1-1/2 story side-gable

1-1/2 story side-gable

1-1/2 story side-gable

1-1/2 story side-gable

C-8
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Colonial Revival — Tidewater

This variant of Colonial Revival is noted by theaalye in roof pitch at the full-width porch, andassely
based on the Tidewater Plantation.

408 Reading (1948) 1-1/2 story side-gable
306 Reading (1940) 1-1/2 story side-gable

Tudor Revival (1890 — 1940)

This Revival style, inspired by the early popublanft the Colonial Revival style, drew on Tudor Ezud
for ideas. With its asymmetrical massing, the styds seen as more “romantic” than the simple Caloni
Revival box.

305 Reading Avenue  (1932) 1-1/2 story side-galille two front-gable features

Levittown/Twinbrook Cape Cod (1940-1960)

These homes are very similar to the design of loumskevittown, New York, and illustrate the post-
World War 1l mass housing made available to rengnieterans. Three of these houses were developed
by Roland E. Simmons, one of the partners in thgeeld@winbrook development in Rockville, on the east
side of First Street.

713 Grandin Avenue (1950) Cape Cod (with split robifevittown Ranch type A at rear)
711 Grandin Avenue (1950) Cape Cod (with split roblfevittown Ranch type A at rear)
707 Grandin Avenue (1950) Levittown Ranch TypeCage Cod turned 180 degrees)
407 Baltimore Road (1959) 1-1/2 story, with lavgadow feature

719 Grandin Avenue (1960) 1-1/2 story with briclsband large window feature

717 Grandin Avenue (1959) 1-1/2 story, with fulstry rear

Minimal Traditional (1935 — 1950)

This is a post-war variant of the Revival styleghva lack of traditional detailing. Often, thesea
front gable feature, and the roofs have a shallibehp

404 Reading Avenue (1949) 1-story side-gable withtfgable “el”
732 Grandin Avenue (1954) 1-story side-gable witimf-gable porch
705 Grandin Avenue (1963) 1 story side-géal%le witimt-gable “el™
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American Ranch (c. 1935-1975)

The American Ranch style is also known as the Qalid Ranch. It is one-story, with a low-pitched

gable roof, and a horizontal, rambling layout. iEgfly, there is an informal entrance and a lack of
decorative detailing, along with the use of a wgrad siding materials.

721 Maple Avenue (1951) 1 story side-gable

723 Maple Avenue (1951) 1 story side-gable

718 Maple Avenue (1953) 1-story side-gable

513 Baltimore Road (1960) 1-story side-gable

511 Baltimore Road (1960) 1-story side-gable

413 Reading Avenue (1960) 1-story side-gable

725 Grandin Avenue (1963) 1-story side-gable, \vitnt gable entrance*
727 Grandin Avenue (1963) 1-story side-gable, vritint gable entrance*
723 Grandin Avenue (1963) 1-story side-gable*

405 Reading Avenue (1963) 1-story side-gable*

426 Reading Avenue (1964) 1-story side-gable*

428 Reading Avenue (1964) 1-story side-gable*

402 Joseph Street (1966) 1-story side-gable*

409 Baltimore Road (1970) 1-story side-gable*

409-1/2 Baltimore Road

*Noncontributing

(1970)

1-story side-gable*

C-10



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval Rol ToAOK aC
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places __ROCKVILLE EARK Hf'iTOR'tC DISTRICT
. . ame o1 Froper
Continuation Sheet e

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND
Section _7 Page_9 County and State

Split Level (1955 — 1975)

This style was developed as a multi-level modifarabf the one-story Ranch style. The Split Level
extended the living area to three different leveish the characteristic low-pitched roof and tise wf
a variety of siding materials.

312 Reading Avenue (1956) 2-story front gable Htory side-gable; stone foundation and
brick and wood siding

Sites

Block 5, Lots 20-21: Site of Rockuville’s first wattower (pipestem: 1897 — 1946). This is cutyeat
landscaped park.

Block 5, Lots 15-19: Site of Rockville’s secondteratower (ellipsoid: 1946 - 2001). This is cuntlg
a landscaped park.

C-11
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for
National Register listing)

XI A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad pattern of our
History.

XI B Property associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

XI C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction or represents
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values,
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity
Whose components lack individual distinction.

[ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:

[0 A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C abirthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

OO0 oodod
m

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more conti@gi(ﬁn sheets)

Area of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Criterion A:

Community Planning and Development

Economics

Transportation

Criterion C:

Architecture

Period of Significance

1884 — 1960

Significant Dates

1884, 1888, 1890, 1896 (annexation)

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
William Reading, Joseph Reading, Washington Danenhower

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder - Local residents qua builders

Charles Sage, T.C. Groomes, Joseph Reading, Valter
Thompson, George F. Ray, Robert and Sylvia Mills
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Summary Statement of Significance

The Rockville Park Historic District is being norated under Criteria A, B, and C. The district is
significant under Criterion A for its associatioitlwvthe suburbanization of Rockville precipitated
by the extension of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroaietropolitan Line in Montgomery County in
1873. The district derives additional significanteler Criterion A for its association with the
trend toward greater middle class home ownershipariate nineteenth century. Rockville Park
is significant under Criterion B for its associatiwith three individuals --William Reading,
Washington Danenhower, and Joseph Reading — earBlapers of the subdivision whose
business models differed in style and substancelllyj Rockville Park is significant under
Criterion C as a distinctive neighborhood whoseettggment over time resulted in dwellings of
diverse architectural styles representative ofrtbigs. The period of significance, 1884 to 1960,
was selected to reflect the earliest developmeReaaiding’s “Readington” in 1884 and the re-
platting of the subdivision by Danenhower in 1888¢d to encompass Rockville Park’s
continuous pattern of development through the miektieth century.

Resource History and Historic Context

Selected as the county seat for Montgomery Coumty’i76, and the largest town in
Montgomery County, Rockville changed from an autonas small town to a modern suburb of
Washington, D.C., with the advent of the commuadraad. The platting of Rockville Park was
directly related to the establishment of the Mettdpn Line of the B&O Railroad through
Rockville in 1873. The railroad opened the way\Washington area developers to extend their
interests in Montgomery County, and coincided i national trend of expansion of urban
populations into surrounding rural areas due toraw@ments in transportation.

|. Transportation and Development: Poised to profit from the railroads

Rockville was settled in the early eighteenth centand selected as the county seat in 1776 when
Montgomery County was divided out from FrederickuBty. Buildings were constructed on property
allocated by deed, but the first formal subdivisieas surveyed in 1784 under the name of
“Williamsburgh.” Because this plat was never relaat, the property was re-surveyed and recorded in
1803 with the heading, “Plan of Rockville, Montgam€ounty.™® Not all existing buildings in
Rockville were actually in the incorporated limiggd the first application to expand the town bsde
was made in 1805 by Mrs. Elizabeth Crabb, for egghes on the north side of Montgomery Avenue
just east of the city limits. This was formallycogded as “The First Addition to Rockville” in 1826

and the “Second Addition to Rockville” was platted years later across the street on the southaofide

9 McGuckian, p. 18 — 23. C-14
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Montgomery Avenué! Both of these additions expanded the town teetst, toward the intersection
of the Baltimore Road, the Washington Turnpike, tredGeorgetown Road. Farms surrounded the
town of Rockville, which had a population of fewthan 300 people.

These early Rockville subdivisions coincided witheia of tremendous growth and change,
particularly as associated with transportationnefv era was introduced when sections of the Erie
Canal in New York opened in 1819. The local C&M@&laCompany was incorporated in 1824, but
had to compete with the railroad when the B&O Raitt Company (B&O) opened its tracks from
Baltimore to Ellicott’s Mills in 1829. The B&O cad the C&O Canal Company to become the
premier trade route to the west, and won that wdeen it reached Cumberland in 1842, eight years
ahead of the candf.

Locally, the canal was of more immediate interedibntgomery County farmers as an inexpensive
method of transportation for heavy materials (ctaiber, stone, grain, flour and guano). However,
1853, Georgetown businessmen and Montgomery Caitidgns attempted to organize the
Metropolitan Railroad Company, to extend throughniomery County and link up with the main
B&O line.™® At least four alignments were surveyed from Getrgn to Hagerstown; the construction
cost for the preferred route was estimated at $3009™* The company failed to build the line due to
a combination of the business depression of 188 &t Civil War®

Il. Early Suburban Ideal

Suburban development in Rockville -- and throughdahtgomery County -- was part of a broader
movement that had its foundation in the mid-ninetieeentury publications of Alexander Jackson
Davis, A.J. Downing, Frederick Law Olmsted, andv@al Vaux® Suburban cottages were thought to
embody usefulness and beauty in the architectutieeahdividual house. They were envisioned as a
lesson in American culture, and were, to some éxgereaction to the influx of immigrants from
Europe who crowded into American cities, and whoengerceived as a threat to American cultural
norms. Downing urged people toward single housesrad settings because “a good house...is a

M bid., p. 41; referencing Honore Martin’s Estdlt&,October 1828, Montgomery County Equity Records

12 Richard K. MacMaster & Ray Eldon Hiebett Grateful Remembrand®ontgomery County: Montgomery

County Government and the Montgomery County HistdrSociety, 1976), p. 104.

13 bid., p.105: Montgomery County citizens includdvid English and Francis C. Clopper. This rafieeeis from J.
Thomas ScharHistory of Maryland from the Earliest Period to tReesent Day(Hatboro, Pa., Tradition Press, 1967), 3 vol.
Reprint of 1879 edition, 324.

14 3. Thomas Scharfistory of Western Maryland/ol. I, Reprint of 1882 edition (Baltimore: Regial Publishing Company,
1968), p.p. 699-700.

15 Scharf History of Western Maryland/ol 1, p. 700.

18 Kimberly P. Williams, Elizabeth Jo Lampl, WilliaB.BushongChevy Chase Historic DistricNR nomination form,
unpublished, 1998. C-15
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powerful means of civilization.When smiling lawns and tasteful cottages begimibedlish a

country, we know that order and culture are esthbli...It is the solitude and freedom of the family
home in the country which constantly preservegtiréy of the nation, and invigorates its intellgait
powers.*” These mid-nineteenth-century ideals linked theefican character to home ownership in a
rural setting, and have guided the home-buildimty#try well into the twentieth centut.

The suburban vision of the mid-nineteenth centuag ¥irst enjoyed by the wealthier classes with
sufficient money to afford transportation costsrirtheir rural houses to offices in the cittésLater, the
expansion of the railroads and the developmentreétcars provided opportunities for the middlessla
to share this visiof? The nomination for the Chevy Chase National Regidistoric District notes that,
“These two factors — distance from the city and ediment of a rural ideal — are what characterided a
successful suburbs dating to the second half ofieteenth century® Financing was a third factor, as
real estate was recognized as a good deal forlagd and small investofé Washington banker and
Montgomery County developer B.F. Warner was uneapal/on the prospects for local real estate
investors in 1889: “I consider real estate veryaghand that large fortunes will surely be madeodut
suburban property...There is a more promising fiéloheestment here than in any other city in
America.”

Nationally, suburbanization was advertised as a turthe city woes, such as disagreeable heaein t
summers, disease, crowding, crime, and poor faatiyospheré? Washington, D.C., was unusual in
that it had little industry, and fewer immigransih other eastern citiésput it had long been known
as an unhealthy place in the summer, having beitnolbuow ground at the mouth of the Potomac.
For those who could afford to leave Washingtorhmwarmer months, Montgomery County offered
the beauty and relaxation of the countryside idéal convenient distance. Boarding houses, hatels

" A. J.Downing,The Architecture of Country Housds850 (New York: Dover Publications, Inc., 196@jeface.

18 Barbara M. KellyExpanding the American Dream, Building and Rebnidievittown (Albany, SUNY Press, 1993).
Kelly discusses the widespread adoption of the ideal in post-war subdivisions in the Introductig.p. 12, 14-15.

9 See the early and influential developments of ldiym Park, New Jersey (1857), and Riverside, disn(1869).

% See Smeins, Linda BBuilding an American Identity; Pattern Book Home€&mmunities 1870 —190Walnut Creek:
AltaMira Press, 1999. Rockville Park developedause of the proximity of the railroad line. A tegl line that paralleled
the Rockville Pike was extended to the Rockvillpateby 1900, and provided additional transportatiptions for town
residents. See McGuckian, p. 73.

2L williams, Lampl, Bushong, p. 52.

22 Building and Loan Associations, or Mutual Loan deisitions, were incorporated in Maryland as easl{ 846 (seé
Treatise on Co-Operative Savings and Loan Assacialy Seymour Dexter, D. Appleton & Co., New York, 93®. 65-66.
As of Dexter’s publication, there were 191 in thegtes, 158 of which were in Baltimore. In 1889, \Magton, D.C., real
estate broker Thomas E. Waggaman offered a refimpercent on sums of $100 to $1000 investedahestate. The
investment was as “Safe as U.S. bondslig( Washington Pos?, January 1889, p.3).

Z“The Future of WashingtonThe Washington Post3 January 1889, p.9.

% MacMaster, p. 231.

% Wwilliams, Lampl, Bushong; p. 52, note 58. C-16
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resorts of the nineteenth century drew the cityybaon into the county for recreation, and helpzd
acquaint urbanites with the area and with the tofiRockville.?®
lll. Development and Growth of Rockville

Historic maps of Montgomery County help chart tlpyation growth in and around Rockuville in the
second half of the nineteenth century. Marten@&afad’s map shows the post-Civil War town, prior to
the advent of the railroad. [Figure 1] The G.M. Kimgs atlas of 1879 shows a larger town, with the
Baltimore & Ohio railroad line running along itsstern edge. And, the Fava Naeff map of 1890 shows
the platting of multiple subdivisions along theln@ad line between Washington, D.C., and Rockville.

The Metropolitan Branch of the Baltimore & Ohio Raad (B&O) was chartered in 1865, and the
company proceeded to purchase property along tite for its right-of-way® On 4 March 1873, the
Rockville town commissioners extended the town’srmtaries to include an 8 Y2-acre tract belonging to
William Brewer, a young attorney and publish&Brewer had earlier subdivided some of his family’s
farmland lying along the right-of-way into 21 buiiig lots*° Three months after the commissioners’
actions, the B&O purchased two of Brewer’s lotsQ#hd #20) for their station building. The B&O’s
regular passenger service to Rockville began May 8333

William Brewer quickly sold many of the lots in regbdivision to people from Rockville and
Montgomery County? Financing was managed through Brewer’s RockWiligual Building
Association, the first of its kind in the courify.Similar financial associations, variously called

% Department of Planningyistoric Resources Management PkRockville: Department of Planning, 1986), p. Bee also
Andrea Price StevenSuburban Summer Resorts 1879 — 1@dckville: Montgomery County Historical Socie®art |,
August 1981; Part Il, November 1981).

?"Martenet & Bond’s Map of Montgomery County, Manddr865;Atlas of Fifteen Miles around Washington includthg

County of Montgomery Marylaray G.M. Hopkins 1879; antthe Real Estate Map of the Metropolitan Branchhef t

Baltimore and Ohio Railway Company Between Wasbhimdd.C. and Rockville, Marylanoly Fava Naeff & Co. 1890.

% See EBP31/121 (10 Feb 1868) Edward E. Stonestoeeiemnation for $150; and EBP31/125 (10 Feb 18a8&)uel T.

Stonestreet condemnation for $.01.

29 Minutes of the March 4, 1873 meeting of the Tovon@nissionersMinutes Book, Rockville Town Commissioners, 1865-

1876.(Archives of the Town of Rockville).

% The plat appears to have been drawn in 1872, diuesorded until 4 March 1873 at the expense etdlwn commissioners

(see EBP12/297).

1 McGuckian.Peerless Rockvillg. 66.

32 Henry Viett (Lot 1), John Viett (Lot 8), Samuel iy (Lot 3), Joseph Haney (Lots 10 and 11), WillRabbitt ( Lot 13),

Reuben Bogley (Lot 21), Salathiel Mullican (Lot $fephen Lyddane (Lot 8), and William Reading (Lths 16, and 17).

Later, many of these people also purchased propeRpckville Park.

33 McGuckian. Ibid., p.p. 66-67; EBP 12/297, 4 Mai@v3. William Brewer (1847-1885) chartered the ¢Ruille

Mutual Building Association” in 1873 and incorpaedltit in 1879. It provided funding through 1877ttwieleases

through 1880. Another loan association, the MuBuglding Association of Montgomery County, wasaals

incorporated in 1879. As of 1882, its officerslimted @rdse with familiar Rockville names: E.Eoi®istreet, J.J.
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Building Associations, Homestead Aid AssociatiamsCo-operative Savings and Loan Associations,
were chartered by the state, and provided the sapesapital for large-scale development through th
sale of memberships. William Brewer built a new $@tor his family in his subdivision, across the
railroad tracks from his brother John’s hodise.

The 1879 Hopkinétlasillustrates the rapid growth of suburbs alongMetropolitan Branch?®

Owners who lived within the town limits held mosttloe rural property on the east side of the tracks
for investment. [Figure 2] For example, William Brer lived at #8 Baltimore Road in his new
subdivision, but is also listed as the owner of twoperties east of the railroad. Spencer C. Jones
William Brewer’s brother-in-law, lived on Jeffers&treet in Rockville but also had property through
his wife (née Ellen Brewer) east of the railroad. E.E. Stonestreet lived on Montgomery Avenue in
Rockville, but owned the property east of the teagkigure 3] For these wealthy Rockville citizens,

the farmland that became the subdivisions of Rdleki?iark, Croydon Park, and Janeta was more of an
investment than the family hom.

IV. The Railroad Attracts New Developers

While the suburban ideal had been promoted sire&880s, suburban development in Montgomery
County took off following the opening of the Met@jpan Branch in 1873. Suburban growth in the
last quarter of the nineteenth century also maekgdnsition in the local housing market, from eu®

on building suburban homes for the upper classdadening sales to the middle class. The Pendleton
Civil ServiceReform Act in 1883 helped fuel this transition: Tdwt converted federal jobs from the
patronage system to career positions. With nevsfability, many government workers decided to
settle in the Washington area, looking to the nelwusbs for their own houses.

This new market was recognized in real estate svitdduction in both lot size and price. Further,
private mortgage financing now made sales moradive and within reach of more people.

Higgins, H.W. Talbott, C.W. Prettyman, B.G. OweHgzekiah Trail, W.H. Carr, W.R. Pumphrey, W.H. Rigthb

S.B. Haney [Scharf, p. 754].

34 John B. Brewer built his house on family propetyhe time of his marriage in 1874. It was destw@id in the 1960s. For
photograph, see Peerless Rockville Collection, @@ #196. The William Brewer House was demolisinetio96.

% G.M. Hopkins, C.EAtlas of Fifteen Miles Around Washington includthg County of Montgomery MPhiladelpia, 1879.
It should be noted that while Brewer’s subdivisieas annexed by the Town Commissioners in 1873187® Hopkins atlas
shows the land outside of the incorporated ardookville on the west side of the railroad tradkhile this discrepancy
bears mention, it does not diminish the value eftdopkins work for historical research.

% The Hopkins Atlas of 1879 shows a dwelling labeléds. Horner”near the lane that would later bear her family

name in the Croydon Park subdivision. The 188Gugewconfirms that the Horner family, headed by Mdoyner,

farmed the land. (1880 cens@khedule I: Inhabitants in the Fourth Election Bt Montgomery County,

Maryland,p. 326. C-18
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Investment potential, as well as homeownershipaimeca feature in advertisements for suburban
lots3” In Rockville, the development focus changed ftammodest expansion of the town by local
property owners such as William Brewer, to the dapiowth of Rockville as a suburb of Washington
by developers from Washington, D*€.

Real estate was booming in the 1880s. Many norénerwho had come to the District of Columbia to
work as government clerks began to invest in anvelde real estate in the metropolitan area, incigdi
Rockville, with the backing of trust companies diméncial syndicated’ The railroad stops were
critical for suburban development, and much soadflet by developers. [Figure 4] Suburban
development followed the railroad line north amd1882, there were two Rockville stations: Halpine
and Rockville’® The Rockville depot on Baltimore Road was oneoof fmajor stations along the
Metropolitan Branch, with buildings designed by B&&hitect, E. Francis Baldwin, to accommodate
passengers and freight.But large or small, the railroad stops suppotteddevelopment of
subdivisions and were featured in newspaper adimgtfor suburban lot salé$.By 1890, the Autrey
Park stop was added between Halpine and Rockwiith,an additional station further south at
Randolph Road®

Developers marketed property along the MetropolBeamch to both wealthy and middle class buyers.
In Montgomery County, the early development of TrakdPark (1883) was followed by other
subdivisions: Bethesda Park, Somerset HeightselawvPark, Richmond Park, Tuulaw Heights, Glen
Echo (1888), Garrett Park (1888), Capitol View R&oodside (1889), Woodley Park, Linden,
Holbrook Terrace, Kensington Park (1890), Rockvilerk (1890), Spring Lake Park (1890), and
Chevy Chase (1892. Much of the development was accomplished thraygtuicates, such as the
California syndicate that developed Chevy Chaséh@iashington, D.C., syndicate that developed
Kensington. While close-in subdivisions such akohaa Park were designed for year-round

37 See, for exampléhe Washington Pqs23 October 1890, p.6: “Grand Sale of Lots atlBumn, VA. ...Quick profits on
small investments.”

¥ williams, Lampl, Bushong, p. 56, noting that trewnsuburbanites were really city people livinglie tountry. In contrast,
the early subdivisions of Rockville were focusedtiom town of Rockville.

39 Maryland State Highway Administratio8uburbs contexB-30; citing MacMaster, p. 215 — 218. See dlkeWashington
Post 19 April 1891, p.14.

0 Scharff, p. 701. Spring Lake Park was locatedaipine Station; and Rockville Park was locateRatkville

Station.

* McGuckian, p. 66. The station building and freighilding are both designated historic resouraeRackuville.
“2«Rockville Park isin Rockville, right at the depot, yet considerablpwabdthe grade of the railroadlhe Washington Post,
13 April 1890, p.14.

3 See the Fava Naeff map, 1890. Autrey Park waswsukd in the mid-Z0century Twinbrook development.

*4 Elizabeth J. Lampl and Kimberly Prothro Willian@hevy Chase: A Home Suburb for the Nation’s Capital
Crownsville: The Maryland Historical Trust Pre$998, p. 25. Francis Newlands began purchasingeptyfor

this development in 1887. C-19
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occupation and marketed directly to federal workenther subdivisions were designed for the
wealthier class, including Kensington, Garrett P&bmerset, and, in Rockville, “Readington”
(1884)%°

The men who were active in platting new subdivisionRockville and throughout the metropolitan
area include William Reading, from New Jersey; Baadl H. Warner, from Pennsylvania; Henry
Norris Copp, from New York; Washington Danenhoweym Pennsylvania; and Dr. Reuben B.
Detrick, from Pennsylvania. These prominent mehfaaranging backgrounds from medicine to
banking. In the 1880s, they championed suburb&aizand contributed to the growth and
development of Rockville, and of Montgomery Counfihe clearest picture of this suburban
“explosion” is presented in an article publishedTiime Washington Pogt 1891, entitled“A
comprehensive Review of the marvelous Developméntiwis in Progress around the Nation’s
Capital.” This lengthy article detailed the capitalestment of over $10,000,000 on roads, water and
gas, in addition to state and federal investmentditroads and road extensicHsReading and
Danenhower were the key players in the developmwieRbckville Park; however, until now, Warner,
Copp, and Detrick are perhaps better known.

Brainard H. Warner (1847 — 1916)was a prominent Washington, D.C., businessman,ashated

U.S. senators and members of the president’s daibiés social circle. His grandfather moved the
family to Washington from Pennsylvania in 1882Brainard Warner’s was active in Washington real
estate as a broker, developer, auctioneer, anddiea Warner was president of the Washington Loan
and Trust company, with “paid up capital” of ondlimin dollars?® He expanded his activities into the
town of Rockville, but is primarily associated witie Montgomery County developments of
Kensington and Kensington Heights. He filed thiebuision of the Spencer Jori@garm at Knowles
Station as “Kensington ParR™ The new suburban community lay just south ofB&®© train depot,
where a station was constructed in 1891. B.H. \&faonilt his own summer house on 18 lots in the
middle of the new subdivisiofi. His development of Kensington was enhanced wi¢h t

> Williams, Lampl, Bushong, p. 55.

“® platted by William Reading in 1884, but recortbgchim in 1888 aReading’s First Addition to Rockville

*"The Washington Past9 April 1891, p.14. This article details acreaignd and building costs, from Florida Avenuethor
and in and around Washington, in all directiontie T891 amount of $10,000,000 translates to $221089 in today’s
dollar.

*BWarner was born in Great Bend, Susquehanna, PAvaddemarried in 1873, and died in 1916.

“*The Washington Pash March1892, p 2. The offices were located a@ranite Building at®®and F Street NW.

0 Spencer Jones was a prominent citizen and attann@gckville, serving as Mayor in 1898-1902.

*1 So-named after a visit to Kensington Gardens iglditd (see Kensington Town web site). Kensingtahqecorded in
November 1890; JA23/2.

*2 Thirteenth Census of the US: 1910, Washington| F& Book 2, page 12: Warner was counted asdiiirWashington
with his wife and six children. The home in Kenggiom was their summer house. Sée Washington Pqst2/15/1907, p.
E8, which notes that Warner closed up the homenafeto Washington for the summer.
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complementary development of adjacent propertieddwelopers who were also active in Rockville:
Henry Norris Copp and Reuben Detritkin Rockville, Warner’s development activity indied
recording the plat for Burgundy Park at the nori ef Horners Lane in East Rockvifie.He also
purchased the popular Corcoran Hotel in downtowokRitle and quickly filed a subdivision of that
downtO\é\/Sn acreage to create six new lots along Med®&ireet, Fayette Street, and Montgomery
Avenue:

Henry Norris Copp (1843 — 1912Wwas born in upstate New York. He moved to WadhimgD.C.,
where he worked as an attorney, specializing indioing Patents for Inventors, and ...Land and
Mining Claims and contests® He was well known for the numerous books andlagihe published
from 1875 to 1892 on American mining law, mineeaids, and public landé. During this time, Copp
began to work directly in various business ventarasin real estate. In 1886, he was elected tsegre
of the Metropolitan Investment and Building Compastating that “three-fifths of the stock had been
subscribed® Copp developed two parcels along the B&O liné tieal into Warner’s 1890
subdivision of Kensington ParR. Subsequently, he developed the community of Kan-Ghich he
platted as an Addition to Kensingt®h.From 1887 — 1891, while Copp was secretary, teedpolitan
Investment and Building Company purchased 500 awgh of Kensington and laid out Garrett Park
in several section&:

3 See Copp’s Subdivision in Kensington (JA2/423)trBk’s Subdivision in Kensington (JA 2/371). A thiindividual active
in the development of Kensington was William H. Makee. Mannakee was a farmer and merchant who neasfdhe
heirs-at-law of George and Luaner Knowles. He stildd the Knowles Farm and sold lots to Reubeni€letBpencer
Jones, and others. Mannakee helped develop theplaocorporation of Kensingtort e Washington Pos?, December
1893, p. 2); and was elected to its first town aiun 1894. The Washington Pos3, May 1894, p. 1).

** The Burgundy Park subdivision (JA23/25; 3/5/18@3)ow reflected in the layout of the commerciatelepment on
Southlawn Lane.

* The plat for the Corcoran Hotel property was rdedrby Warner (Plat 27; 1/27/1909) soon after lrelmsed the property
(L202/159; 1/5/1909). The 1915 Sanborn map shbehotel as an annex for the Montgomery County Fighool.

% Copp, Henry N.The Prospector's Manuall897; Washington, D.C., self-published.

" Copp’s books include@ihe American Settler's Guidpublished by the Government Printing Office in @8By 1895 it was
in its twentieth edition and published by Copp.

8 The Washington PqsB0 October 1886, p. 2. He served on the Boatidl Bi. Reuben Detrick.

**Henry N. Copp’s Subdivision; and Copp and Huchis@vision.

% Montgomery County Circuit Court, Land Records tBaok A, p. 1 [JA 2/371]. A note on the plat saftke name was
suggested by George H. Krouse.”

¢ Francis R. Fava Jr. worked for this company aisihengineer, preparing a subdivision plat. Masmery County Circuit
Court, Land Records, Plat Book A, p. 28. Fava ligtsd as superintendent and officer to the boar@adpp’s advertising
brochure, “Peerless Rockville.” He was also welbkn in the development community. Fava publishetba in 1890
entitled Real Estate Map of the Metropolitan Brawothhe Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company betweessWington, D.C.
and Rockville Md.,. and adjacent land holdingava Naeff & Co., Washington, D.C.; According/ct of Congress in the
year 1890. C-21
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In 1890, Copp began a new building associatioreddllThe West End Park Loan and Trust
Company.®* The plat for West End Park was filed in two sesiin 1890° Copp reported the sale
of 148 lots by March first* In October, he moved ahead with the purchasd dfa2res of additional
land at the price of $50,000. This was immediately followed by the purchas@®fdditional acres
for $9,500°° With access to the railroad line, Copp filed iadtisection for West End Park in 1891, just
north of the incorporated town of Rockvifile.An additional railroad station, annotated as \\est
Station, was planned to the north of the Rockdilation®® This development did not prosper
according to Copp’s plans, and by 1891, lots thertevoriginally sold at $400 each were offered at
$200, with financing available at $5/month and axes due until the deed was issfiedespite these
favorable terms, between March 1890 and 1900, amlgdditional 72 were sold. Through a
combination of legal challenges, overextension,thed-inancial Panic of 1893, Copp went
bankrupt’®

Dr. Reuben B. Detrick (1827-1904)was born in Monroe County, Pennsylvania, and d#dn
Dickinson College. He came to Washington in thB0k8to serve as chief of the Internal Revenue
Division of the Treasury Department. During th&iOar, he served with the Union army as a
volunteer surgeoft- In 1884, Detrick purchased 39 acres of the forirawles farm along the B&O
line.”* He worked with Henry N. Copp and B.F. Warner ewesal land development projects. In
Kensington, Detrick coordinated the developmertisfparcel adjacent to Copp’s two parcels to tie
into Warner's development plat for the towhPromoting suburban growth in Rockville, Detrick
served on the Board of Directors for the Metropwolitnvestment and Building Company, developers
of West End Park and Garrett PatkHe was one of a group of men who promoted therpraration

2 The Montgomery County SentingSeptember 1890, p.3. W. W. Dudley also servedisnboard.

%3 Plat Book A, p. 42, 43.

% The Washington Past March 1890, p.4.

8 JA 21/322. This would be over $8 million in todagerms.

% JA 21/229. This would be over $1.5 million in &yt terms.

7 Plat Book B, p.9. All sections of the West EndiPaere re-filed in 1892, with more detailed dragsn(Plat Book B, p. 5-
8).

% Copp’s development of West End Park was met withusiasm, with 148 lots selling immediatefheé Washington Post,
1 March 1890, p.4).

%9 The Washington Pgs3 October 1891, p. 1; lots typically measured6075’ (see Mary Deegan DunhaRypckville: Its
History and Its PeopleRockville, 1976, p. 25.).

" He won legal challenges to his land title aftee¢hyears in courfThe Washington Post, February 1895, p.2); eventually,
all of the lots except for 220 total were auctiotgdcourt decree in 1900 (TD17/306; McGuckian, Q). 7

" “The funeral of Dr. Detrick. The Washington Pqs® November 1904;

">EBP 331/54.

3 Plat Book B, Page 30; 1891.

" The Washington PqsB0 October 1886, p.2. C-22
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of Kensington in 1893, and also ran unsuccessfalserve as the town'’s first mayGrin 1894,
Detrick was elected president of the Kensington@hdvy Chase Electric Railroad.

The Developers of Rockville Park

Two individuals are responsible for the initial éeapment of Rockville Park: William Reading and
Washington Danenhower. Joseph Reading, William Regalson, contributed to the further
development of the subdivision in the twentiethtagnand was a prominent member of the Rockville
community.

William Reading

William Reading (1822-1897) came from a prominemhily in New Jersey® He was a successful
businessman who dealt in lumber and coal, and rmddegune as the inventor of the first successful
steam-powered corn-sheller, and the “Reading Drgiand Aerating Tile” for agricultural properti&s.
Reading moved south to Washington in 1853 at tleec@0 with his wife and three children. Once
settled in Washington, he bought 1500 acres aload®btomac River and C&0O Canal, from Dam 1
(Cabin John area) to Dam 2 (near Pennyfield Look)as far as Senefa.Reading built at least two
stone houses on his Cabin John prop€rbyt by 1865, he had moved his family to the Sefmeea to
a “very old house with a beautiful view of the Po@x...” that was named “FairvieW/”

In 1884, with his children grown, William Readingught several parcels of land in the vicinity of th
Rockville depot and moved to Rockville. His langrghases included: 49-1/2 acres on the north side
of Baltimore Road, which contained a relatively nesuse that had been built for John B. Brewer and

'S Detrick served on a committee with William H. Makee and others to prepare a plan of incorporglibe Washington
Post,2 December 1893, p. 2), and on the committee eldangth presenting the town'’s case to the statislitgre The
Washington Pos® January 1894, p. 6). Detrick finished seconfitomas R. Martin in the mayoral racéhé Washington
Post 8 May 1894, p. 1).

® The name is also spelled “Redding” on the Hopki8&9 map. Reading’s family established the towRlefmington, New
Jersey, in the seventeenth century. His relativere large landholders and public servants. Aguag man, William
Reading worked as a farmer and fruit raiser, argvan this experience to become a successful invem/hen he moved to
Washington in 1853, he was already prominent intbed and coal industries. [Reading family filepiMgomery County
Historical Society.]

" See his obituary published Tihe Washington Pos30 December 1897. The drain tile was patente@/9891; US Patent
office, Patent #460,352.

8 See May 1863 deed , JGH 9/204. Reading purcHaeddbutting the C&O Canal previously owned by Tnail family,
and sold by trustees George Peter and William \Wi&oThe deed cites Reading’s purchase of abulzing from the estate
of Joseph Forrest. All of these people were alsth kmown in Rockville.

" The Cabin John homes survive as 44 and 42 Weli@itele, Glen Echo. The house and kitchen bugdine now on
different lots. Two additional stone buildings Bgnnyfield lock are shown on the Hopkins map.

8 sarah Matilda Capner and William Reading had tetelelren: Hugh Capner, Joseph, and Matilda. @liea Reading
family plot in Rockville Cemetery. See: Readirayiily-83mmary, Montgomery County Historical Socittgnily files.
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his family! the neighboring 28-1/2 acres on the south sidgatifmore Road from Dr. Stonestréét;
and three lots from William Brewer in tAdird Addition to Rockvilldy the depot, on the west side of
the railroad track& William’s elder son, Hugh, remained on the fareanwhere the Seneca Creek
flows into the Potoma® and William moved into the John B. Brewer Housdlmeast side of the
railroad tracks with his wife, Sarah, and his ddaghVatilda. This 1874 house was a modern bugdin
in the “free classic” or “Queen Anne” style.The two-story house featured paired columns with
fretwork brackets, decorative fretwork in the popgdiment, a patterned slate roof, and ornate
finials/arterial at the gable peaks. His 1897 wdmiy described his property as “his estate in
Rockville.”®® william Reading worked closely with his youngensJoseph, on his real estate
investments, while his son, Hugh, managed the faoperty in Seneca. In 1888, William Reading’'s
large property in Cabin John was sold to the BajtBrothers for their Glen Echo developm&nt.

Joseph Reading (1850-1948)

While not involved in the initial development of &ville Park, William’s son, Joseph Reading, was
engaged in the early twentieth century developroétite subdivision and made significant
contributions to the growth of Rockville. As a ymuman, he and his first wife, Elizabeth Marshall
Reading, lived in the stone house on his fatheabi John propert§? After her death in 1890,
Reading and his three young children moved to RilekvHe bought the pharmacy business built by
Dr. Daniel F. Owens, and ran this for many yearBeagapidly established himself as a public figare
the town®® Joseph Reading's first land purchase in Rockwiths in 1892, for two lots in Rockville
Park that were subsequently sold to the town okRitle for construction of the Water Tower on
Grandin Avenué? When Reading was elected mayor of Rockville i@6l,ée ran on the “water works

8L EBP 30/387 (3/19/1884); For a photo of the 18@4ske, see Peerless Rockville, CB#196 (Charles Br€a#ection).

82 EBP 32/225 (5/24/1884)

8 EBP 36/278 (4/16/1884)

8 Montgomery Historical Society: notes on the Ragdamily, including a quote of “a contemporary @ast of Mrs. [H.C.]
Reading and her home.”

8 See discussion in Smeins, chapter 6, p. 210 ff.

8 Obituary,The Washington Pqs30 December 1897, p.3. The 1924 subdivision forgroydon Park shows three existing
buildings. Only one of the three is extant, at Ba&imore Road (the “Typhoid House").

87 SeeWashington Pogtotice 8/1/1888): “William Brewer sold his Cakiohn Farm, of 534 acres, to Mr. Edward Baltzley,
of Washington, for $20,000, reserving the dwellémgl forty-three acres of the tract.” Edward Balyzind his brother used
this land for their development of the Glen Echa@auqua.

8 She was the great-granddaughter of chief Justice Marshall, and was from Fauquier County, VirginThey were
married in 1878.The Washington Pos21 Junel948, p.B2, obituary of Joseph Reading).

8 Owens bought the land in 1884, and built the beiminmercial building in 1886. (McGuckian p.109)séph Reading still
owned it in 1898, whefthe Washington Po§tMay 1898 reported the capture of two people gddmwith robbing “the drug
store of Joseph Reading...” This property is nowt kerewn for Doc Vinson, who bought the busines$901 [McGuckian,
p.110], and the property from the Owens estat®il]EBP 30/471].

%9 JA 34/23, in Rockville Park, from Washington Dahewer. The town’s pipe-stem Water Tower was lorilthis property
a few years later. The Water Works were builtwa tinrecorded lots (#40,41) that William Readintgigo the M&C in

1897 (JA 58/168). When Croydon Park was plattef®i#4l the Water Works site was incorporated inéoglat.
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ticket.”* He served for only one term, but in those twargellayor Reading and the Council sold
municipal bonds for $30,000 to pay for the watet atectric planf? During his term as mayor,
Reading married Mary Farrow Gassaway, a woman wfamsiy owned the property adjacent to his
brother's home in Seneda.

Joseph Reading’s most important contribution tokRide was the support for modernization
represented by the construction of facilities toyle public water and electricity. As Mayor, he
secured the funding to build the Pumping Statiash Blectric Plant. This was built in 1897, on
property Joseph Reading sold to the Town. Pahefacility was located on the low ground, just to
the north of Rockville Park and part of the facility was built on the high gnol on Grandin Avenue
in Rockville Park.

Although Joseph Reading lost the mayoral electiob898, he continued to serve in many other public
positions: as judge and justice of the peace (12)%° as coroner (1911), during which time he
reinstituted the use of the “ancient whipping pdstbunish wife beater§ and, as Rockville’s
postmaster (1915 — 1920). Even while Reading Watobus public offices, however, he identified
himself as a “Real Estate Dealéf."He inherited much of his property after his fatheleath in 1897,
and sold off lots, developed houses, and usedrbfgepy to raise funds for other real estate ptsjec
After he moved to Chevy Chase to live with his sadlowing the death of his second wife, Joseph
Reading filed a subdivision of his father’s 49 Yteaestate on the north side of Baltimore Road,s&cro
from Rockville Park as “Croydon Park” [Figure 8following all the principles seen in Rockville
Park, Croydon Park consisted of 483 lots averagmtget in width. His family home was retained on
a large parcel that ran the full block between Higd and Croydon Avenue, and faced south to

%1 SeeThe Washington Pqsh May 1896, concerning two tickets in the elatiid mayor and Council: “the water works
ticket won...” See MHT form for the Pump House (2003pseph Reading sold the land for the town’s Virgter and electric
pumping station, a project that had been initidtgdhe previous mayor, William Veirs Bouic, Jr. [@ackian, p. 91].

%2 The Washington Pos30 April 1898.

% See Martenet and Bond map 1865. Mary Gassawayés sEliza Lavinia Gassaway, was married to Gedtgter Jr. They
lived on North Adams Street. See the Montgomeryr@p&tory, Vol. 51, No. 4, Nov. 2008, p.45. [Moatgery County
Historical Society]

401 S. Horners Lane.

% The Washington Post5 September 1940: “former judge of the Montgon@oyinty Police Court.” Among the interesting
cases was the fining of more than half the towGlein Echo for working on Sunday at the amusement pa

% The Washington Pqs26 November 1911, p. E22.

" The Washington Post,May 1907, p.13.

C-25
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Croydon Avenue (Block D, Lot 8f Joseph Reading actively marketed and sold lo&aydon Park
until his death in 1948

Washington Danenhower

Washington Danenhower (1855 -1942) was a promibesinessman in Washington, described e
Washington Posis a real estate and insurance broKeHis business interests were wide-ranging, as
one of his advertisements indicates: “Conductsreeige business in Real Estate, Loans, and Insurance
Builds for investment, manages estates, collects 2" Danenhower developed many properties in
the Washington metropolitan area.

Washington Danenhower’s family came from PhiladigptHis father, William, took the family to
Chicago in 1848 and then to Washington, D.C., i®118vhere he worked as an auditor for the
Treasury Departmerit? William Danenhower died in 1864. The family wasminent in the District,
particularly Washington’s brother, Lieut. John WiilsDanenhower, who was a Naval officer on the
famous 1879-1881 arctic expedition of the steafeannett¢®® Washington Danenhower married
Miss Fannie M. Smoot, from a prominent Alexandiagihia, family, in 1883, and they moved into a
house at 1908 G Street, N##. Her father, James R. Smoot, was active in théarbusiness for over
40 years®

Working from an office at 115 F Street, NW, WashargDanenhower filled columns in tiR®stwith
advertisements for buildings and property for $&ieHe built new house! was active in developing

% Joseph Reading moved to Chevy Chase in 1924 jladchis subdivision plan for Croydon Park [Pla@Rthat same year.
His former house is shown fronting Croydon AverateBlock D, Lot 8. Its lot measured 125’ x 290’gtaquivalent of 10
subdivision lots).

% Obituary.The Washington Pos21 June 1948. By 1929, all of Joseph Readingjlsen had moved out of Rockville:
Joseph G. Reading to Greenville, N.C.; Mary Readiiagtin to D.C.; and Hugh D. Reading to Oklahomé&yQDklahoma
(see L488/256).

10 TheWashington Pos26 March 1888, p.3

191 The Washington Pqs29 September 1889, p. 13.

192The Washington Pqs8 November 1916, p.12.

193 The obituary for Danenhower’s mothd@he Washington Pos3, November 1916, p. 12) notes that “Lieut. John W.
Danenhower, U.S.N., was the navigating officerhaf steamer Jeannette on its famous polar expeditiimns expedition was
newsworthy, in part, because of its disastrous éhd:ship was frozen in ice from 1879 — 1881, laitctv point the ice broke
up the hull and the ship sank. Of the 33 crew nmemlonly 13 survived.

1%The Washington Pqst8 October 1883; p.2. The social activitieshaf family were often reported in thidashington Post
see for example, 4 March 1888, p. 3; 9 April 18883. On 26 June 188The Washington Poglublished: “Mrs.
Washington Danenhower and family, of Washingtoas,iarthe city [Alexandria] on a visit to her fathdrR. Smoot, on King
Street.”

195 TheWashington Pos# November 1902, p. 10. The Smoot lumber commsiill in operation (2010).

1% The Washington Pqs?9 September 1889, p. 13. An earlier ad stassttashington Danenhower is successor to
Danenhower & SonThe Washington CriticS March 1888.).

197 The Washington Past2 February 1887, p. 4; “five-26tory houses, .cast $10,000.
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Capitol Hill,*°® and converted the 110-room Chain Building on He&tinto The Fredonia “a first-class
family hotel.”® Danenhower also helped organize the WashingtomBecFireproofing Company,
which “controlled patents for a fireproofing compaiuclaimed to be of great valu&®

Danenhower’s suburban projects were tied to thamsipn of the railroad in the Washington
metropolitan area, beginning with the Washingtod Biount Vernon Railway (later the Washington,
Alexandria, and Mount Vernon Railway) between nerthVirginia and the Districtt* In 1890, he
developed at least three suburban subdivisionsarylénd: two along the route of the Metropolitan
Branch of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad — Rodkevitark, Spring Lake Park; and Riversdale Park in
Prince George’s county. All of these were advediwith large ads in thé/ashington Poswvhere he
announced available financiftf. Danenhower’s last land purchase in MontgomeryrBowas in

1896; his last sale was in 1988. In Virginia, he was also involved in residengald industrial
development in Buchanan, “The Second Roandke.”

In 1898, Danenhower announced that he was movsgehl estate and insurance office to 1416 New
York Ave, NW, to give proper attention to a newlrestate client, the Chesapeake Beach Railway
Company, which had offices in the same buildittgThe Chesapeake Beach Railway ran from
Washington, D.C., through Prince George’s, Annenflel, and Calvert counties to the western shore of
the Chesapeake Balf The railway company developed a resort that apednave flourished until

the mid-1930s. By 1904, Danenhower had left thelWhagon, D.C., area, and settled in Knoxville,
Tennesse&"’ In Knoxville, the former real estate magnate aped a printing company for over 40
years. Danenhower died in 1943.

1% The Washington Pos20 January 1889, p.6.

199 The Washington Past4 April 1889, p.3; Display ad:he Washington Be&1 December 1895, and other dates.

10The Washington Past February 1891; p.3.

11 The Washington Past4 March 1891, p.2

M2 For Riversdale Park, Danenhower hired speciat$ren run excursions to the property twice a delyis was evidently a
popular form of recreation, as Danenhower restiiclistribution of the complementary tickets to thastually showing up at
the train stationTheWashington Pos6/22/1890, p.1.

13 JA 52/426; TD 14/79.

14 The Washington Pos21 October 1890, p. Ghe (Baltimore) Sur28 October 1890, p. 1.

5The Washington Time$1 December 1898, p. 2.

16 Chesapeake Beach Railway Station, CT-100. Marykistbrical Trust State Historic Sites Inventoryrifp 1979.

17 Alexandria Gazette and Virginia Advertis€0 October 1904. This summons to appear in divproeeedings brought by
his wife Mary Frances (Fannie) Smoot Danenhowdestdat Danenhower is no longer living in the area

H8«printer Here for 40 Years Dies at 8Khoxville JdUrd4] 2 February 1942, p. 18. .
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V. Rockville Park Development History

The development of Rockville Park occurred withie tontext of suburban development around
Washington, D.C., brought about by the expansia@failroad. Up until 1884, the 28-1/2 acre
property that became the Rockville Park subdivisias a farm that Dr. E. E. Stonestreet had inteerite
from his father*® When the property was sold to William Readind/iay, he was the new owner of
49-1/2 acres across the street on the north siBaltmore Road, the former Brewer estate, as a=ll
of two new lots (#15, #16) in William Brewer’s naubdivision by the Rockville dep&® William
Reading moved into the Brewer house on the estateplatted the former Stonestreet farm for a
residential subdivision, “Readingtof**

The plat created 52 lots, with a hierarchy of roans alleygFigure 5]**> Reading named several of
the roads for family members, even renaming Balténoad for his grandfather, JoHl. Reading

sold several lots before the plat was formally rded in 1888 as “Reading’s'Addition to

Rockville.” In keeping with the mid-nineteenth tery suburban model intended for well-to-do
buyers, Reading created large lots with sizes wugririom 10,000-20,000 square feet. Reading offered
the entire tract for sale at auction in May 1888t appears that he was unsuccessful in selling the
property, for one month latéFhe Sentineleported that Albert S. Dalby had purchased tvi® fimm
William R. Reading in “Readington” and Dalby wasuphing to erect “a fine residence” on one of the
lots }2° Although the plat was recordedRsading’s i Addition to Rockvillea note in th&entinelsaid
that William and Joseph Reading renamed the sufidiviRockville Park?®

1190n the Hopkins 1879 Map, this property is showthwine house and identified with the label “DrEE Stonestreet &
Spencer C. Jones.”

120 EBP 30/387 [3/19/1884, from John B. Brewer]; EBR239 [4/16/1884, from William Brewer] and EBP 32%
[5/24/1884, from Edward E. Stonestreet].

121 The Montgomery County Senting§ May 1884.

122 JA13/124. 1t was drawn up between 1884 and 188recorded in 1888, with three houses alreadly. Bine 1887 plat
for the adjacent subdivision to the east, Jané&[483], which was laid out by Charles J. Maddehgws the street layout
for Rockville Park, but the area is labeled “Regttom.”

123 Joseph Street was named for his father, and GrgAdienue) was his mother’s maiden name. Readsmrsmmed the
alleys: Amity Alley, Bergen Alley, Lynn Alley.

124 The Montgomery County Sentin2l May 1886. Reading also offered for sale the hear the depot.

125The Montgomery County Sentin2h June 1886.

126 The Montgomery Counfyentinel 1889 [sometime after Feb 22] “Park” was a fitecappellation for suburban
subdivisions: In Montgomery County see Takoma P@gkrett Park, Kensington Park, West End Park, Budg Park,
Spring Lake Park, for example. C-28
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Although this could generally be considered a gime for suburban sales, William Reading sold only
six lots by 1890’ In that year, he sold the remaining lots to Wagttin Danenhower for $10,00¢
Reading held a mortgage on the property for $9y0ifl9 interest, and lots were released in increments
as Danenhower paid off the mortgage. For exanmplee Danenhower paid $2,500, Reading would
release "the several lots as laid down on thegbltte subdivision of the mortgage premises” which
were sold for $200 eacf?

While William Reading was a local businessman wntkrests in coal and lumber as well as real estate
Washington Danenhower was a professional realeedateloper from outside the area. Danenhower’s
business plan involved minimizing his personalficial outlay, advertising repeatedly with full-page
ads inThe Washington Pqshiring special trains to bring prospective buyterthe sites, and providing
easy financing. His target population for Rockviark was “the department clerk” who “may own his
own cottage, have his own garden, raise fowlsawéks, or any of his pet hobbies. ... His wife and
children are far away from the dangerous and dessipie heat of the city, breathing pure air, and
enjoying the lovely country**°

With $1,000 invested in the purchase of Rockvikek? Danenhower immediately resubdivided the
property to create 225 lots, instead of the presfipplatted 54Figure 6]*** His advertisements for
Rockville Park emphasized the ease of financingthedand’s investment potential [Figure 7]: All of
the lots were available, “at the uniform price @6%.00 per lot, and require a cash payment of $8]y
and $5 on or before thd'Blay of each month, following the date of purchéses giving the purchaser
two and one-half years to make all his payment€very lot is available for immediate improvement,
and will make a pretty home. Several tasty hohse® already been built on part of this tract. ...
Remember the terms, $5 cash and $5 per monthtex@gt. The price is absurdly low, and on such
favorable terms that any one can buy. They are tsubring more money in a very short time, and wil
probably double in value within a year or twg?

Danenhower reconfigured Reading’s subdivision bftish streets and modifying blocks and alleys.
Some of the street names were changed, and Ba&treét was removed. Block 7 was enlarged; and
Block 5 was divided down the middle with a cenaif¢y. Lot widths were reduced to a typical 2% fee
Danenhower’s obligation for the infrastructure &ded in his ad, saying ..."the corporation will
eventually put down brick sidewalks, but at preseave not funds to do so; as a substitute the oainer

12770 Albert S. Dalby, Charles W. Sage, Wallace EkBits, Margaretta A.C. Welsh, John Kingdon, antehriz Morton.
128 JA17/268; 26 March 1890. The deed of sale frortisMi Reading to Danenhower exempts the six prigegreviously
sold.

129 3A 18/3, 26 March 1890, Montgomery County Landdrés.

130 The Washington Past3 April 1890, p. 14.

131 Danenhower owed $200 per lot to William Readimg, sold the re-subdivided, smaller lots for $186te His eventual
sales could have yielded a maximum of $33,7502&% lots).

132 The Washington Pqast3 April 1890, p. 14. C-29
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this tract will put down, at his own expense, anglavalk from the depot, extending in front of evéoy
in the su?lgsivision. He also enters into a contvath the purchasers to set out a shade tree nt &b
each lot.

Danenhower’s strategy was to sell the lots cheapti/quickly. His ad notes that “Within six to eigh
squares of Rockville Park lots have recently soldolver one thousand dollars apiece ...” but his
“...price of $150 per lot is within the reach of ahd offers a splendid opportunity for personsnoék
means to acquire property that is sure to grow mahaable each year.>* In April 1890,The
Washington Pogpublished a notice that, “of the 225 lots in Rattewark which Mr. Danenhower
advertised so extensively Tthe Posbn Sunday, all were sold yesterday afternoon exeepor
fifteen...”® Lots that weren't sold were offered for saletir subsequent editions of the newspaper’s
real estate sectior’°

While the small lots were smartly offered for ssilegly, buyers who intended to build houses bought
at least two lots, and sometimes more. Purchésa®fore, typically ran $300 or $450 for the land,
making it comparable to the first asking priceltord on the west side of Rockvilt&’. There were five
subsequent deeds of release conveying individimtdoDanenhower as the mortgage was repaid to
Reading'* The town of Rockville annexed Rockville Park in 68%ith a large annexation that
included new subdivisions on the east and wesssitleown?*
Five years earlier, Danenhower’s development ofkRidle Park had received special notice in the
Washington Post

“In and around Rockville, however, there has beewl, still is, a development that

augurs well for the future of the pretty town. Ratle Park is situated on the east

side of the railroad, directly opposite the depoi] contains 200 lots, all of which

were sold by Mr. Danenhower with unexampled rapintittwelve hours. Since

that famous sale the park has been improved by stidets, board pavements, and

$25,000 worth of houses.

133 |bid. Plank sidewalks had earlier been laid inRuekville Park subdivision: On July 2, 1888, thewh Commissioners’
minutes include: “Itis further ordered that plamélks similar to above be laid commencing on Badtie Street immediately
beyond the Railroad and running along the eastdfittee Street to the large gate just beyond thelemce of Mr. Dalbey
[also: Dalby].”

134 The Washington Post3 April 1890, p. 14.

135 The Washington Post5 April 1890, p.6.

1% The Washington Posg3 April 1890, p.3.

137West End Park lots were first offered at $4004wirl then were lowered to $200.

138 These deeds of release are listed in the mardiibef 106, J.A. 18, Folio 4.

139 The expanded corporate limits of Rockville werad®efore the town commissioners at their 18 Ma&%6 meeting, and
sent to Montgomery County’s state senator, H.Wbd#@) for presentation to the General Assemblybdtilserved as
Rockville’s mayor before being elected to the ssae&ie3@ he new town limits were approved 2 A[896.
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Among the residents of the park are William H. ¥ati, who has built a pretty

$3,000 house; S.B. Hegge [sic], of the local pagsedepartment of the Baltimore

and Ohio Railroad, whose attractive home cost 8@D; Harrison Morton, who

has a $2,000 house, and James T. Powell, of thegdoreryPress Mr. Henry

Gillis intends to build a house, and Mr. Danenhopr@poses to erect three or

more houses to be sold on monthly instalments.[${€]
Danenhower quickly went on to other land dealduitiog Spring Lake Park, south of Rockville Park
along the Metropolitan Branch. He used the sanmmadoof full-page ads ifhe Washington Past
which included the following:

“My success in handling Rockville Park Subdivisaemonstrates the fact my
representations as to properties and prospectigeoements are sufficient guarantees.
Two hundred and seventeen lots were sold in mgeffi twelve hours, the purchasers not
even seeing the property. All improvements havenbeade except tree planting. Several
new houses have been built and several lots haarggel hands at 40% advance. Rockville
Park is a success. Spring Lake Park is just ad,goaw we have put prices low enough to
allow investors a splendid margin to buy and hofd.”

In May 1890, Danenhower ran trains to Riversdal& RaPrince George’s County to carry potential
purchasers to the property, and in October, heinvadved in the sale of lots in Buchanan, Virginia.
That community was much farther from WashingtorC Dbut was still on a railroad line. His
advertisements heralded, “Quick profits on smalestments **?

Danenhower’s approach supported land speculafitis is illustrated by the fact that only six hosise
were built while Danenhower was involved in thediulsion of Rockville Parkfrom 1890 — 1897
[Figure 10]. Certainly, the market crash in 1828l la dampening effect on building in Rockville Rark
as it did on suburban development nationwide. 8831 William Reading came back into the project
with the purchase of 36 lots in Blocks 1,2,5,6ahfrDanenhowel?® Additional lots that had not been
sold by Danenhower when William Reading died in7L8&re included in Reading’s estate and

140The Washington Pqgst9 April 1891, p.14. This article provides anigation of the economic scale of Rockville Park,
by including the homebuilding costs for a wide ramdg individuals. For example, developers like Bdward Baltzley of
Glen Echo spent $25,000 on his home; the develoipEakoma Park, B. F. Gilbert spent $20,000 orhloisie; and in
Kensington, Brainard H. Warner spent $12,000 orshimmer home. Building costs ranged lower for RIA. Charles, of
the Treasury Department (in Glen Echo, $7,000¥pr M.F. Halleck, the patent attorney (in TakoRek, $6,000). In
Woodside, homes were built for about $3,000, anld Gaines of Rockville spent $4,000 on his Kensimghome. When
Chevy Chase was developed, deeds included covethantstipulated that homes on side streets waoestl ot less than
$3,000 (Lampl, Williams; p. 56).

11 The Washington Post, September 1890, p.7.

142The Washington Pos23 October 1890, p.6.

143 JA 40/359; JA 40/360; JA 40/362. C-31
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inherited by his son, JosepH. The Readings continued to influence the developrogRockville

Park for two more decades. Most importantly fa tiwn of Rockville, they participated in the
development of Rockville’s first public water systeAll of the land associated with the Rockville
Electric and Water Works was located in RockvilekPand the future Croydon Park and was sold to
the Mayor and Council by William and Joseph Readfig

144 william Reading died intestate. His son, Huglueieed the Seneca property (510 acres; valued,808B[T.D. 2/293;
3/4/1898].

145 JA 58/168 (4/17/1897) William and Sarah Readirlplsss 41 & 42 for $600; JA 58/169 (4/17/1897) 8pk Reading sells
Lots 20-21, Block 5 Rockville Park for $369.60 [@din Avenue]. Lots 41 & 42 were subsequently rdedrwithin the
Croydon Park Subdivision in Block E, as P203 [208683&h S. Horners Lane].
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VI. The Growth of Rockville Park
Early Lot Purchasers

The U.S. economy in the last half of the nineteeethitury was marked by instability and wild swings
between prosperity and bankruptcy. At the same,tmew financing mechanisms were under
development. The Financial Panic of 1873 followapid business expansion --especially within the
railroad industry. It took five years for the ratal economy to stabilize; but, there was another
slowdown in 1884-85. Things picked up, but witttie decade, there was the 1893 national péhic.
The development of Rockville Park occurred withirsteconomic environment. Whereas lots in
Brewer’s Third Addition to Rockville were sold byighasing shares in a stock company, the lots in
Rockville Park were sold through the vehicle of artgage to Danenhower, payable in about two years
at $5/month*”  With little invested, rapid sales for speculatpurposes often resulted in tax sales at a
later date.

As previously noted, when William Reading sold subdivision to Washington Danenhower in 1890,
few lots had been sold and even fewer houses hemldmnstructed™® Professor and Mrs. Dalbey
bought two large lots and built their house at Ba&imore Road**® Charles Sage, a carpenter from
Rockville, built a house at 205 Baltimore Road, atsh bought an extra lot in 1888 that he sold two
years later to David H. Warfield (207 Baltimore Rp&°® Wallace Ricketts, a blacksmith and
wheelwright, purchased a single large lot from il Reading (201 Baltimore Road), and then
bought adjacent lots 16 & 17 in 18%1. John and Alverda Kingdon purchased a “one thire éot”
and built a house (206 Reading Aventfé)Helena T. Morton, of Rockville, had purchasedrgé lot
from William Reading through The Home Mutual BurdiAssociation of Montgomery County (729
Grandin Avenue}>® She then proceeded to buy four additional adjgdoés from Danenhower?
Margaret A.C. Welch purchased the lot (#1) closeshe railway depot along Stonestreet (601
Stonestreet), and then purchased the adjacemtdptrom Danenhower. Samuel B. & Violetta M.

146 Smeins, p 135.

147 At the same timeTheWashington Podfor example, 26 October 1890, p. 11] carried aadshe availability of money for
real estate purchases at 5-6% interest. Mortgatges seem to have generally paid 6% return.

148 Addresses, owners, and construction dates: 2inidee Road — Ricketts, 1899; 205 Baltimore Ro&hge, 1887; 207
Baltimore Road — Warfield, 1896; 213 Baltimore Reabalby, 1886; 206 Reading Avenue — Kingdon, 188® Grandin
Avenue — Morton, 1891.

1491n 1907, Mrs. Dalbey sold a lot to Josephine Higgi She built a house at 209 Baltimore Road. & semolished in 1972.
%0 Charles Sage. 1900 Census, Fourth District of gomiery County, p. 74A

31 \allace Ricketts. 1880 Census, Fourth Distridviohtgomery County, p. 331A.

152The Montgomery County Sentin@2 February 1889; see Anne Cissel MHT researah,fdtay 1986, p. 3.

133 JA 14/325 (9/13/1889). Not surprisingly, the 18@€rporation of the Mutual Building AssociatiofiMontgomery
County counted local Rockville landowners amongfficers and members, including Spencer D. Jodasy J. Higgins,
Hezekiah Trail, William H. Rabbitt, D.F. Owens, R.Bogley, J.B. Edmonston, and Edward E. StonesfBattarf, p.754].
154 JA21/17 (8/16/1890). C-33
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Hege, from the District of Columbia, purchased mig#8) and then two more as Rockville residents
(#9,10). They hired T.C. Groomes of Rockville tegare plans for their new houseg.

While all of the sales made by William Reading Ihaén to local Rockville and Montgomery County
residents, most of Danenhower’s sales in 1890 teeresidents of the District of Columbia. Lots
apparently served as investment, as few houseshwété®® Then in 1893, many lots were re-sold
when the economy shattered, and many of thesewalesto William Reading, living on the north side
of Baltimore Road across the street from RockW®iéek. Both William, until his death in 1897, and h
son Joseph continued to purchase lots in Rockwal, often at tax sales. Joseph Reading had no
need to sell Rockville Park lots and could hold@them for investment. Often, he used thesedsts
collateral for loans, which were paid off on schiedd’ Ultimately, fully 30 percent of the lots came
back into Reading ownership though 1924, and tletsevere sold again to investors and people
interested in building houses in the succeedingsyea

Rockville Park’s Development Shown in Sanborn Maps

The Sanborn Fire Insurance Company produced maRsakville in 1892, 1897, 1903, 1908, 1915,
1924, 1949, and 1966° Rockville Park streets are shown on the coveepad the 1897 and 1903
maps, with some street names that don’t match tipetd890 plat>® The Rockville Electric Light and
Water Works is included in both years, along witl pipe-stem water tower on Grandin Avenue. By
1908, several houses along Baltimore Road in Rdekwark were included in the survey, as well as
the Hickerson Brothers Flour Mill, in Block 1 alotige railroad tracks®®

Sanborn’s 1915 maps include street names fromWatlam Reading’s initial plat and Danenhower’s
Rockville Park plat, with an Olive Street and Mapkenue shown concurrently with Stonestreet
Avenue. “Elm” is noted for the eastern boundargettinstead of either “Jefferson” (used in both

%5 The Montgomery Counfentinel25 November 1898; with note $entinel7/11/1890 that the house was nearly
completed. Their home is shown on Reading’s Risading’s I Addition to Rockville Groomes was a local architect,
with an office near the courthouse (McGuckian, p.72

156160 lots were sold to DC residents; 24 lots wetd ® Rockville residents; 3 to Montgomery courggidents; one lot to
someone from Maine, and two lots were sold to seradmm Pennsylvania. In 1893, William Readingghased 39 lots in
Rockville Park; 33 of these from William Danenhowiedicating the level of speculation that occurvéth the 1890
offering.

157 One or two year terms (L201/129 — 1908 from Sawimgtitution of Sandy Spring; L189/61 — 1906 frtary D. Garrett].
%8 The Sanborn maps were started by Daniel Alfrecb8am from Massachusetts, in 1867.

159 Stonestreet Avenue is listed as “Maple” while Maplenue is listed as “Linden.” Maple Avenue iswh with right
angles rather than oblique angles at Baltimore Road

1804201, 205, 207 Baltimore Road in Block 2 are shoWhe Hickersons purchased 307 Baltimore Avenuidit?;
expanded that property with a side lot in 1918, tath expanded their back yard all the way to Repdivenue in 1922-
1924 with the purchase of five additional lots.| these lots remained as open yard for the nexte2@s, until Mrs. Hickerson
remarried and moved away. C-34
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plats) or “Joseph” (used today). Block 2 is draasri‘built out,” with six houses, two stables and an
auto house as welf! To the east in Block 3, four more houses are shaw well as a large two-story
stable on “Olive Street” (now Maple Avenue), andne-story auto house along the alley.

In the 1924 Sanborn map, Block 1 has seven hoasds3lock 3 has five houses and a large stable on
an unassociated lot. The Riggs family owned thaperty and built the large house cattycorner i® th
lot, at 401 Baltimore Road. There are no houstaslyg fronting Olive Street and perhaps it took on
the character of an alley, suitable for stablesreHoo, the Sanborn map may be showing incorogct |
areas, as the large property shown with the staaieslly comprised ten lots with three different
owners: the Kingdons in the neighboring housénéowest at 300 Reading Avenue (#9 - 13); the
Hickersons at 307 Baltimore Road (#4 - 8); andRiggs family at 401 Baltimore Road (#1-3).

Corner houses are indicated in Blocks 7 and 4tHmre were other existing houses on each of these
blocks which were not surveyed for the Sanborn magact, only half of the house at 702 Grandin is
shown. As all of Rockville Park had been annexed ihe Rockville town limits in 1896, it's not ele
what guided the Sanborn map delineators with tha@indaries. Only part of Block 5 is shown, with
three houses, and the town’s pipe-stem water towene north side of Grandin Avenue. All of Block
6 is shown, with its dogleg connection to the Jasebdivision to the east.

The large open area extending between 709 and 7&®{& Avenue consisted of 13 undeveloped lots.
The lots numbered 22 to 13 (with the exception2ff)#vere owned by Joseph Reading until 1935, at
which time they were purchased by Clara V. Hickerddickerson lived at 715 Grandin Avenue for
many years, and held on to the adjacent opendotfout twenty year$? Her husband died in 1943,
and she sold some lots in 1951 and in 1960. Timaireng open lots were owned by Ira S. Pope, who
resided at 729 Grandin 1923 — 1946. He sold dlisproperty to Robert E. Ward in 1946, and the
open lots were only developed after Ward sold topgrties in 1962°® The open northeast corner
lots at Stonestreet and Reading Avenues were otw&dard’s parents, Porter G. and Margaret S.
Ward. The couple lived at 201 Baltimore Road, apnd ®29, they owned all of the lots at the northeast
corner of Stonestreet and Reading. As this wasam backyard, they held it as open ground ufftira
Porter Ward’s death. His widow sold the land i89@nd it was immediately re-subdivided as a single
lot. The polygonal commercial structure that #iinds on the site was built in 1970.

181 This auto house, or garage, is still standingd®t Grandin Avenue, but is associated with 213 Balte Road. The house
and property at 207 Baltimore Road has been lgfobthe 1915 drawing, and Stonestreet (Maplejilisshown with right
angles to Baltimore Roadsee Baxandall, p. 15 for a discussion on the impbttte automobile on the development of
“suburbia” in the 1920s.

182 Clara Hickerson worked as a teller at the MechmBiank. She told Joseph Kavanagh (at 717 Grartu)er father built
the home at 715 Grandin. [Telephone conversatitim ¥siseph Kavanagh, 9 January 2009]

183 Robert E. Ward's parents, Porter G. and Margar&¥&d lived at 201 Baltimore Road, and by 1928ytbwned all of the
lots at the northeast corner of Stonestreet andiRgaC-35
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As illustrated in this 1924 Sanborn map, the prjpeéelineation does not always reflect unity of
ownership. Another example on this same shebeisarge corner property shown on Linden (today
703 Maple Avenue). In fact, the property was deddetween two owners - the resident of 703 Maple
and the resident of 702 Maple.

In 1924, access across the railroad tracks fompmisof Rockville was provided by an at-grade
crossing at Baltimore Road, and a wooden bridgdd@dwide) leading from Reading and Stonestreet
directly to the Rockville and Georgetown Turnpiked@y’'s Veirs Mill Road).

After 1924, there is a large gap in the sequen&@aoborn maps, and the next survey was published in
1949. This was the year of a mass annexation akWRite, and the land area jumped from under 500
acres to almost 7,000 acres as the town movedrdlm&ecoming a city>* Open land area is shown as
distinct lots in this map, perhaps reflecting thé@pated development of more houses on smaller
properties. Individual houses with associated gate lots, such as 700 and 709 Grandin Avenue, are
depicted as large coherent properties rather ttrammglomeration of several small lots. The new
spherical water tower on Grandin Avenue is depieiedgside the older pipe stem tower. Along
Reading Avenue, the association of the multiple fainting Stonestreet Avenue with the older hatse
206 Reading has been removéd.The old Riggs stable fronting Maple Avenue hasnbeemoved and
the large open area has been developed with sevasahouses (#s 406, 408, 410).

The 1949 Sanborn map shows how access acrosslthaddracks at Baltimore Road was blocked off
after the bus accident in 1935, while the woodedgdar over the tracks off of Reading Avenue was
retained. Park features are depicted at GrandirR&ading, and at Reading and Stonestreet Av&fiue.

A Sanborn map for the City of Rockville was proddiae 1960, a date that coincides with the end of
the period of significance for Rockville Park. Timap shows that only three areas in Rockville Park
retained multiple open lots for development: Tireé areas are along Stonestreet Avenue at Reading;
at the far end of Reading Avenue, adjacent to tbméivood property; and on the south side of
Grandin Avenue adjacent to the Victorian house2@t Grandin. Along Grandin Avenue, building
contractors purchased lots from Clara V. Hicker&®@60, to build #719) and from Robert E. Ward
(1962, to build #723, 725, 727). Along Reading Awe, three different families owned the open land.
The Showalters lived at 420 Reading Avenue for alnfarty years (from 1947 — 1983). Their children
sold the house at 420 Reading and also sold adjbaterior the construction of a new house at 422
Reading in 1983. The adjacent lots had come omgr&et via a tax sale in 1948 and soon after,
Albert G. Fraley bought them, while living at 42&d&ling across the street. These lots for #426
Reading were sold to a builder in 1964. The Is®oaiated with #428 Reading were sold at a default

184 McGuckian, p. 220.

1851t was owned by the residents at 201 BaltimoredRoa
C-36
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sale in 1953, and purchased by a builder in 1988 corner lots at Stonestreet and Reading avenues
remained in the hands of Porter G. and Margaréf&d until after his death, with the property sale
1969. The first building on this property, thesiig polygonal commercial structure, dates to 1970

Development of Rockville Park as a Family Neighborbod

A key feature of the history of Rockville Park Ieetfact that it developed over time. Only Blocis 2
really representative of the proposed characténefi884 “Readington” subdivision platted by

William Reading as a well-to-do enclave. The renimaj blocks represent an important aspect of the
history of suburban development as middle clasetsuyere invited into the market. The amount of
land that was held open in Rockville Park througghdecades may indicate the relatively iaiue of

this land for quick investment returns, but mayaiglicate a spatial value that residents placedron
open suburban environment. In some instances, revedd lots for years, passing them on to heirs at
their deaths. In other instances, owners builsbewn one lot and purchased adjacent lots togeovi
large rear and side yards.

Sociologically, Rockville Park was viewed as a ddde longterm home. People may have moved to
different houses, but stayed within this neighbohoExamples of this include Russell Bogley, who
lived at 712 Maple and then moved to the newerG&tdin Avenue; or Carey Kingdon, who lived at
305 Baltimore Road and then moved to 300 ReadirgnAe. In the same vein, different family
members lived in the neighborhood, but were noessarily at contiguous properties. For example,
Carey Kingdon'’s parents and sisters lived at 20&diey while he lived at 305 Baltimore Road. He
eventually moved closer to them, in his second RitlekPark home at 300 Reading. Robert Ward
lived at 729 Grandin for many years, while JoseprdNlived at 703 Maple.

In addition, generations remained in Rockville Pafke Edmonds family illustrates this, when they
bought the house at 702 Maple with lots 9 — 14983] and then additionally lot 27 at the far end of
this same block and lots 26-28 in Block 5. Whegirtdaughter Olive married in 1934, her parents
built a new house for her at 305 Reading, in Blba@cross the street from them.

Other families who lived in this neighborhood indda Oscar and Mary Fraley at 307 Baltimore Road
(in 1944), and Albert and Virginia Fraley at 421a@mg Avenue (also owning land in Blocks 5 and 7);
with a new generation at 405 Baltimore Road, witheMBelt Fraley. The Hickersons, who owned the
large flour mill in Block 1 along the railroad ties; lived in Rockville Park. Clara V. and Lindsey
Hickerson lived at 205 Baltimore Road until 193%en they moved to 715 Grandin Avenue. Down
the street, Florence Hickerson lived at 307 Balterieoad for over thirty years, and her son continue
to live in the neighborhood at 310 Reading Avenue.

C-37
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Mapping the construction dates of homes in Rook\Rlark through the decades illustrates its slogv rat
of growth [Figure 9]: five houses in the 1880s1)emhomes in the 1890s; five more in the 1900s;ifive
the 1910s; 13 in the 1920s; six in the 1920s;rsthe 1940s; 12 in the 1950s. This slow but coemsis
development has led to the mix of building stylest ttharacterizes this neighborhood (See also &sgur
10 and 11).

The properties at 701 - 711 Grandin Avenue illustthis development pattern over time. With the
Danenhower offering, lots 23 — 34 (12 lots) werkel $0 eight different people, with three of them
purchasing one lot apiece. By 1894, the Victohanses at 701 and 709 Grandin had been built, and
ownership of these 12 lots was consolidated imeetlowners: Mr. Wilcox (Lots 30 —34), Mr. Corrick
(25-29), and Mr. Gillis (Lots 23 —24). By 1910, Médm C. Bean owned both 701 Grandin (lots 30 —
34), and 709 Grandin (lots 23 — 28). Until 1951, the property associated with 709 @marnncluded
seven lots (#23 — 29). Cooke Robertson, a lo@legtate businessman lived here for twelve years
(1927 — 1939), and George and Elizabeth Rice lhaye also for twelve years (1939 — 1951). At that
point, the Victorian house with its large side ysavebs sold to Roland E. Simons, one of the major
developers involved with Twinbrook in Rockvift& He quickly built a Twinbrook-style house on
either side of the Victorian house, and then stltheee properties.

Resident-Developers

An important aspect of the growth of Rockville Paakd East Rockville in general, was the
involvement of local residents as small-scale mrgdconstructing in-fill houses as open lots came
the market. An 189%Washington Posdrticle noted that Washington Danenhower is bngdiouses
on speculationt® Joseph Reading also built houses here on spicylathile living on the north side
of Baltimore Road. He financed his projects witkeaies of mortgages on his property in East
Rockville.™®

Another local builder was Walter S. Thompson, warred as a postal clerk from 1903 — 1933. In
addition, Thompson built houses in East RockvitieJuding in Rockville Park’* He built the three

%7 william C. Bean was listed as a barber on the 1&#@us, and, on the 1920 census, operates a gafagekville.

18 Twinbrook is a significant local development indRuille, which illustrates the influence of Levittm in New York on
builders of the day. See tB809 Twinbrook Master Plai\ppendix 1, Cynthia Kebba, for similarities beemethe
Twinbrook houses and those built in Levittown.

%9The Washington Post9 April 1891, p. 14.

170 see 1904 mortgage (177/390) for $1200 from MaitHéemp, with the 49-1/2 acres on the north sidBalfimore Road
and 35 lots in Rockville Park as collateral. S886.mortgage (189/61) for $1200 from Alexander €rwith the 49-1/2
acres of the family estate on the north side ofiBalre Road, as well as 34 in Rockville Park asatetal. See also 1908
mortgage (201/129) for $7500 from The Savings tustin of Sandy Spring, with the same 49-1/2 acoperty as collateral.
1 |n the 1910 census, Thompson and his family limedHorners Lane. They also lived in Homewood & B&ading, the
Maddox Victorian home adjacent to Rockville Pank{3sa8 this in 1923.
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American Foursquares at 503, 300, and 304 BaltirRoid, and the bungalow at 421 Reading
Avenuel’? Willis P. Thompson carried on the tradition as tfext generation in this family, building a
Craftsman house at 205 Reading in 1942. A thirtegaion in this family continued this building

tradition when W. Eldon Thompson built a Minimakd@itional house at 705 Grandin Avenue in 1963.

The Ray family also lived and built houses in Hagtkville. George F. Ray moved into Rockville
after retiring from farming in the county® He built 501 and 505 Baltimore Road while liviaig503
Baltimore Road, which he purchased from Walter8rifipson. His son, George F. Ray Jr. built the
split-level house at 312 Reading Avenue (1956 psan alley from 315 Baltimore Road, where his
grandmother and aunts lived.

After World War 1l, John Russell and Sylvia Millwéd in Croydon Park and were very active in
construction in Rockville, building many housesnfrea. 1940 through 1951* They lived at 300
Park Road, and built houses in Rockville Park &t 308 and 404 Reading Avenue; 721 and 723
Maple Avenue; and 730 Grandin Avenue.

VIl. CONCLUSION

Rockville Park illustrates a change of strategyMéashington developers as the potential for
suburbanization took hold of the American populatidnitially planned for the upper class,
Rockville Park was redesigned to attract middlsslauyers either for homes or speculative
investment. While considered an important towMontgomery County with a long history,
Rockville now became part of the development takilage along the Metropolitan Branch of the
B&O Railroad. In the late nineteenth century, depers from Washington platted new
subdivisions along the railroad lines, such as RitlekPark. Where many of these new
subdivisions were envisioned as new communitieskidtbe Park was understood as a new
neighborhood in Rockville.

A key feature of the history of Rockville Park Ieetfact that it developed over time. Block 2 is
representative of the proposed character of thd 1IR8adington” subdivision platted by William
Reading. The remaining blocks represent an impbéspect of the history of suburban development
as middle class buyers were invited into the marRéte amount of land that was held open in
Rockville Park through the decades may indicated¢laively lowvalue of this land for quick

172 nddresses 300 and 304 Baltimore Road are in thgddn Park subdivision, platted by Joseph ReadirkPR4. The
bungalow at 421 Reading Avenue was recently dehmedis

173 See MHT form on 503 Baltimore Road, Robin D. Zi€ky of Rockville, 2007.

74 The Mills built homes in Croydon Park (including£8and 306 Horners Lane; 301, 302 Park Road; 42iAkllaur Drive,
amongst others), Kensington View, and RockwoodothAer link to Rockville Park and local businesthis mortgages the
Mills obtained from Martin F. Heim, owner of 213 IH&@@ Road).
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investment returns, but may also indicate a spadilale that residents placed on an open suburban
environment. In some instances, owners held totsnfiny years, passing them on to the next
generation. In other instances, they built a haumsene lot and purchased adjacent lots to provide
large rear and side yards.

The initial era of speculation was slowed by thechase of multiple lots by a few homeowners,
including William Reading, the initial developeklany of the houses that were built here were
by local people who were already involved in indysteal estate and business in the town of
Rockville. Rockville Park provided an opportunity a new house in their home town, and they
bought multiple lots to provide extensive gardeacgparound their houses. Because of this
pattern of slow infill construction that occurrecny years, Rockville Park presents a fine
collection of houses of varying styles. The houbkes were built in the first two decades
included large and small Victorian and TransitioGalonial Revival style houses, which were
built on three or more lots that provided largeesydrds. The one-story bungalows of the 1920s
were more likely built on two lots, which providdte standard 50’ wide lot.

Since the late nineteenth century, Rockville hationed as a Washington suburb, while at the
same time, it has grown from a small town intorgeéecity with suburban subdivisions that relate
to its own urban core. The suburban ideal thatcadéid the nation in the late nineteenth century
brought Rockville to the attention of developemnirboth Washington and from the town of
Rockville itself. The suburban development of Rakke as seen in the Rockville Park
subdivision illustrates this duality.

C-40
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Series of maps showing steady construati&Rockville Park from 1885 — date
(Figures 12.A- J)
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Figure 1. Rockville, c. 1865.
Martenet & Bond’s Map of Montgomery County Marylarig65.
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Figure 2. Rockville, 1879 Wealthy residents like Stonestreet, Brewer, am#ddeld land east of the railroad tracks
for investment. [G.M. Hopkindtlas of Fifteen Miles Around Washington Includthg County of Montgomery,
Maryland. Philadelphia: C.M. Hopkins, 1879.]
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Figure 3. Rockville, west of the railroad, 1879Dr. Edward E. Stonestreet lived in town, and duttand William
Brewer held land for investment on both side ofrditroad tracks. [Hopkins Atlas]
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Figure 4. Suburban development along the Metropol@n Branch in Rockville, 1890

Danenhower’s Rockville Park ?ﬁr near center of map) land retained by the Reading family are shodyacant
to Rockville Station. Autrey Park (center, righg)adjacent to Autrey Station. Rockville Heights aidst End Park
(at south and southwest borders of map) are sduttectation. Detail from Francis R. FavaReal Estate Map of
the Metropolitan Branch of the Baltimore & Ohio Raad Company Between Washington, D.C., and Rdekvil
Maryland (Washington, D.C.: Fava-Naeff & Co., 1890). [Saurcibrary of Congress]
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Figure 5. Reading’s First Addition to Rockville [JA 13/124, Land records of Montgomery County, Mand].
While the plat was drawn up between 1884 and 188Ws recorded in 1888. By 1890, Reading had salg six of

the 52 lots.
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Figure 6. Rockville Park, 1890[JA17/268. Land records of Montgomery County, Mang)].
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OunVILLE PARK

Rockville, Montgomery Co., Maryland.

LOCATION.

LOTS FOR SALE

$150.00

PIVE DOTTARS
CASH,
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PER MONTH

Withoul leresl

Limited Number.
H$150.00

CALL EARLY

Cr Yaou Wil

Miss this Ghance

IS THE PRICE!! :

2

Price and Terms
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........

WASHINGTON DANENHOWER

1115 F Street N. W.. WASHINGTON, D. €.

saproduced w0 poTRissAn S i),

F Ik cmmyrizal cwmier, Fosher repaluclion grolibiled seilhieet ges

Figure 7. Advertisement for Rockville Park[The Washington Post, 13 April 1890, p. 14]
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Figure 8. Joseph Reading and Croydon Park
Reading moved to Chevy Chase in 1924 and filedplaisthe same year (Plat 272). His former house is
shown in Block D, Lot 8. (Land records of Montgomé&rounty, Maryland)
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6- O Houses Constructed

1880s 1900s 1920s 1940s

Figure 9. House construction in Rockville Park
Rockville Park developed slowly over time with ctyastion spikes in the 1920s and 1950s.
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William Reading sold only a few lots in six yeavgashington Danenhower sold all the rest in one day.

Figure 10. Lot sales by William Reading (1880s) an@/ashington Danenhower (1990s).
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CITY OF ROCKVILLE William & Joseph Reading re-purchases
1890-1927 (spofs)
Rockville Park

Figure 11. Following the economic crash of 1893, #Wam and Joseph Reading purchased lots in Rockv#
Park for future development.
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Figure 12: Construction in Rockville Park throubk decades
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Figure 12.A: 1885-1889
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Figure 12.B: Additional construction to 1899
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8 15001909
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Figure 12.C: Additional construction to 1909
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Figure 12.D: Additional construction to 1919
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Rockville Park
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Figure 12.E: Additional construction to 1929
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Figure 12.F: Additional construction to 1939
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Figure 12.G: Additional construction to 1949
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Figure 12.H: Additional constructi@"l% 1959
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Figure 12.1: Additional construction to 1969
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Figure 12.J: Additional construction 1970-date
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Verbal Boundary Description
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Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO)

Name
street & number telephone
city or town state zip code
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benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et. seq.).
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Verbal Boundary Description

The Rockville Park subdivision is bounded by BatirenRoad (N); Joseph Street (E), Reading
Avenue (S), and S. Stonestreet Avenue (W).

More precisely, it runs on the south side of BattiemRoad (with Croydon Park on the north
side); runs on the west side of Joseph Street (aitieta on the East side); includes both sides of
Reading Avenue; and both sides of S. Stonestreteth@ing to the CSX railroad tracks.

Boundary Justification

The proposed National Register boundary coincidés tive subdivision plat for Reading’s First
Addition to Rockville (Readington) drawn in 188%his also coincides with the redesigned plat
for Rockville Park in 1890. While the general aoé&ast Rockville was devised for
subdivision with the three earliest subdivisions¢Rville Park, Croydon Park, Janeta) at the
same general time and were referenced in eachsofflats (see Janeta reference to
“Readington”), Rockville Park was the earliest torecorded and then advertised for
development. As such, it illustrates the developnhéstory of this east side of Rockville
without later intrusions, such as we see in Jafvath road widening).
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ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION:
Rockville, MD Quadrangle, 1984: Project Area
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