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Sheot
Dear Mr. Gefin.-

Thank you for your efforts and leadership toward establishing the Maryland
Water/ Wastewater Agency Response Network (MDWARN). The Maryland Department
of the Bavironment (MDE) has been a strong proponent of WARN ever since the concept
was introduced through the American Water Works Association initiative.

We believe that creating a network of water and wastewater utilities that can
assist one another during emergencies, will help to improve the reliability of critical
water and wastewater services. Most public drinking water systems in Maryland are
small, and many are privately-owned. MDWARN will provide a mechanism for
participating water and wastewater utilities to offer mutual aid to one another, and will be
particularly helpful for smaller water systems. With MDWARN in place, water systems
ot all sizes will be able to better and more rapidly respond to emergency situations, and
obtain access to the knowledge, personnel, and equipment necessary to mitigate impacts
to public health, To be a successful program, it is imperative that all partners in the water
and wastewater community, including the regulatory agencies, work together to support
the plan. Consequently, we strongly support MDWARN and recommend that all water
and wastewater utilities consider becoming members.

Again, thank you for your extensive efforts in establishing MDWARN. We look
forward to an operational MDWARN with the participation of many Maryland utilities.
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