Attachment C

FACT SHEET
Memorandum of Understanding
Between Montgomery County and the
Cities of Rockville and Gaithersburg

The following is the full text of the Memorandum of Understanding about Urban Growth Areas that was
signed by the Montgomery County Executive and the Mayors of Rockville and Gaithersburg. This docu-

ment was signed on July 23, 1992.

All parties to this Memorandum of Under-
standing share the conviction that the area’s
quality of life is dependent upon the mainte-
nance of economic vitality. It is the economic
base that helps provide the resources to
support the services which make living in this
area so attractive.

In order for Rockville, Gaithersburg, and
Montgomery County to continue to enjoy the
quality of life people have come to expect, it is
essential that all jurisdictions support well-
managed economic development and housing
initiatives which will be mutually advanta-
geous to all parties, and agree to the goals and
principles of the General Plan.

Therefore, the Montgomery County Executive
and the County Council of Montgomery
County, sitting as the District Council, the
Mayor and Council of the City of Rockville,
and the Mayor and Council of the City of
Gaithersburg agree to the following:

1. The City Councils, the County
Council, and the Executive agree to
work cooperatively to determine
logical urban growth areas and to
established boundaries which will
serve as guidelines for a twenty-year
planning horizon regarding: -

1) Land use and required commu

nity facilities,

2) Capital investment responsibili

ties, and

3) Logical and efficient operating

service areas.

2. Montgomery County will base its
position of support on annexations
upon the above three considerations
and the designation of logical urban
growth areas by Rockville and Gaith-
ersburg. The Cities and the County
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will develop procedural guidelines for
handling annexation agreements.

3. Rockville and Gaithersburg
recognize the County’s goal of requir-
ing adequate public facilities in order
to assure managed growth and ac-
knowledge their accountability for the
cooperative achievement of such goals.
Within its boundaries each City will,
however, assume responsibility for
and determine how those goals should
be measured and attained. It is the
mutual intent of all parties that
project funding and staging will relate
to the timing of public facility avail-
ability and to that end will consult
with each other as necessary to assure
attainment of desired goals.

4. The County recognizes the ability
of the two Cities to develop and
implement public interest solutions to
growth management concerns. City or
County development plans for land
located within the urban growth areas
and on adjacent areas should seek to
achieve the land use, transportation,
and staging objectives of each of the
affected jurisdictions, as defined in
duly Approved and Adopted master,
Sector, or Neighborhood Plans. Every
effort should be made by all parties to
reconcile any differences in those
objectives.

5. The City Councils, the County
Council, the Executive, and the
Montgomery County Planning Board
agree to work on a cooperative basis in
the development of plans and pro-
grams, including development dis-
tricts, that affect parcels within the



urban growth areas. Changes in land
uses, staging, or zoning proposals for
parcels within the urban growth areas
will only be undertaken after the
participation and consultation of the
other parties. Any land annexed by
either Gaithersburg or Rockville
should include a staging component in
the annexation agreement.

6. Rockville and Gaithersburg
endorse the R & D Village concept
outline in the Shady Grove Study Area
- Adopted Plan as being in the best
interest of both Cities and the County.

7. Rockville and Gaithersburg
recognize the importance of creative
development initiatives such as
Moderately Priced Dwelling Units
(MPDU) and Transferable Develop-
ment Rights (TDR). The Cities will
continue to utilize these and other
appropriate innovative concepts to
further the common development
goals for the area.
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8. The Cities will cooperate in a
master traffic control plan and trans-
portation (including transit) system
for the County.

9. The principles contained within
this Memorandum are meant to apply
to all future actions pertaining to land
in the Cities or on or near the Cities’
borders.

10. We recognize the importance of
moving ahead on an early basis to
establish a schedule of action and
agree to meet frequently on these
important issues.



