Rockville Sister City Corporation Report to Mayor and Council

September 29, 2014

The Sister City Program is very active and alive with many activities and visits from Pinneberg, Germany and Jaixing, China.  RSCC has 4 Director Vacancies, 2 of which are Mayor and Council appointments. We hope to attract new board members in the next few months since we need more help on the Board with running two programs.
First, on behalf of the Rockville Sister City Corporation Board and members, I want to thank the City of Rockville for the support of our Sister City Program.  We rely heavy on the in-kind services the city provides to our Sister City visitors, the printing of our newsletter (most of our correspondence is sent by email), and our monthly meeting room in City Hall and for the facility to hold our wine tasting events. Thank you for the use of our monthly meeting room on the 2nd Tuesday of every month. We are especially grateful for the transportation the City provides for the student exchanges.
Show listing of RSCC Corporate Sponsors

RSCC’s main source of funding is membership dues and fundraising activities such as the Spring and Fall wine tasting events. If we had to pay the full rental of the Glenview Mansion for our annual meeting and wine tasting event, the events would not warrant the work since the cost would exceed the income.

Second, I remind the Rockville Mayor and Council of the need for them to provide some hospitality to the November Jaixing delegation who was invited to visit Rockville.  The delegation is paying for their travel and hotel.  It would be appropriate for the City to provide one lunch and dinner for the delegation of six.  RSCC would be happy to help coordinate the program for the Jaixing delegation.  I am working on getting meetings schedule with Montgomery County school officials as the delegation requested.  The group would also like to meet with our City’s financial office and the city manager if possible.  We heard the Mayor would be available at 4:00 p.m. on November 18.
Jaixing was sorry that no one from Rockville could come to this year’s 18th China International Fair and China International Forum for Friendship Cities in September (8-11).

Third, RSCC would like to remind the Mayor and Council and City Staff of the 60th Pinneberg-Rockville Anniversary planning.  Since the anniversary is in 2017, we understand that for budget planning, a Sister City budget item needs to be added in the 2016 budget.  This will be a very big celebration and we hope to get all of Rockville involved. We want to publish an update of the Sister City program so this can be shared this successful program with our Rockville schools, which are heavy into the student exchanges with many overseas countries (some of which I am still learning about.)

· In January RSCC participated in the Multicultural Day at St. Mary’s Parish.  We partners with the German School, who brought their choir to sing “Dieser Weg” [This Way] by Xavier Naidoo, “Mensch” [The Human Being] by Herbert Groenemeyer and “ Die Zeit heilt alle Wunder“ [The time cures all miracles’ by Wir Sind Helden. 

The pianist, Lena Schmitt, played “Prelude and joint Nr.12 F-Minor” by J.S. Bach. 
· In February the Pinneberg German American Society celebrated its 30th Anniversary and invited Rockville.  RSCC sent a flower arrangement for the event.  
For Chinese New Year RSCC member, Bing Huang, exhibited his Chinese Art at the Rockville Pike Citibank and at the Lakeforest Mall in Gaithersburg.


· In March RSCC held it Spring Wine Tasting event in the Glenview Mansion. We try to hold this twice a year as a fundraiser.
· In April RSCC announced a September Trip to China to include Jiaxing. Two RSCC members signed up but had to cancel due to personal medical conditions.

· In May RSCC participated in Hometown Holidays event working one of the beer selling booths, and we marched in the Memorial Day parade with the Chinese Dragon and the Rockville Bike 
Advisory groups.  Brigitta Mullican, RSCC President presented the Sister City Memorial Wreath.
· In June four Wootton High School students (3 girls and one boy) and one teacher travelled to Pinneberg and were hosted for 14 days by Pinneberg families.
· In late July a group of bicyclists from Rockville converged on our Sister City of Pinneberg to prepare for an 8-day “Cruise/Cycle thru the Spree Forest”, in the vicinity of Berlin and Potsdam.  This continued a highly successful back and forth exchange which has gone on for years.  The combined group from Rockville and Pinneberg headed to Berlin by train, and boarded the MS Mecklenburg, neatly filling all 11 cabins.  Thus began a week-long series of bike tours coordinated with movements of the boat.  Great company, and terrific biking and sightseeing, combined to make for a very memorable adventure.  They rode bikes for a total of 130 miles in six days.  The pictures of this trip can be seen on our official RSCC website.

· In August the Rockville Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. went to Pinneberg in honor of the retirement of the Pinneberg Fire Chief, Uwe Kuhlmann, who retired after 24 years of service. Members of the RVFD have arrived in Pinneberg, Germany to visit our friends with the Feuerwehr Pinneberg and celebrate the retirement of Fire Chief Uwe Kuhlmann after decades of service to Pinneberg. The RVFD and Pinneberg Fire Brigade began their friendship through the Rockville Sister City Corporation in 1992. Since 1957, Rockville, Maryland and Pinneberg, Germany have remained sister cities, cities sharing the common goal to make our world a little smaller, a little friendlier, and a little more understanding. Throughout the years the members of both the RVFD & the Feuerwehr Pinneberg have gained invaluable experiences from each other as well as fostered life-long friendships and visited each other internationally on several occasions.

· In September 12 Pinneberg students, two teachers and a five-year old son arrived on Sunday, September 28 and are being hosted by Wootton High School families until October 12.  They will visit NY on October 6, 7 & 8.
· In October (yesterday) RSCC celebrated German Unity Day and the 25th Anniversary of the Fall of the Berlin Wall by holding a dinner at the Rockville Mykonos Restaurant.  We had one City Council members attend, Virginia Onley, Pinneberg guests and their host families. (12 students from the Theodor Heuss Schule and 2 teachers and the son of the female teacher, Angelika, all of whom you greeted here on September 29.
Attendance was great, 65. Anja Cyriax, the Cultural Affairs Department of German Embassy spoke and gave out free DVD’s on “Freedom without Walls,” and “the Miracle of Leipzig.” Gerhard Meinzer from the German Heritage Society of Greater Washington presented a copy of the State of Maryland proclaiming October German-American Month.
· On October 2 I attended the Robert Frost Middle School and Beijing No. 5 Middle School China Exchange Program Welcome Reception. Frost families are hosting 12 Chinese students from October 1-7. [Give a copy of the program to each Councilmember.]
·  On October 12 a couple, Martin and Marion Vollertsen, from Eutin, Schleswig-Holstein will visit Rockville for a day.  Eutin established Sister City with Lawrence, Kansas 25 years ago.  The couple requested to meet with RSCC contacts. Board member Denny Freezer and his wife will host them for one night and they will arrange us to meet with them in Town Center, possible in Gordon Biersch.
· October 10 to November 10, RSCC President Brigitta Mullican will host Lisa Duhm, a Pinneberg German-American Society member, for 4 weeks.  Lisa is working on her master’s degree in journalism and will be on an unpaid internship with the German Press Agency in D.C.  This request came from the President of the Pinneberg German-American Society.
· On November 7, RSCC will hold its Fall Wine Tasting event. This is advertised in the City Park and Recreation Guide.  The flyer will be posted on our website.
· On November 18, a 6-member Jaixing delegation from Jaixing will arrive in the Rockville. The want to meet with school and City of Rockville officials.  
· Deputy Director of National People’s Congress Jiaxing Committee

· Secretary General of National People’s Congress Jiaxing Committee

· Director of Jiaxing Municipal Bureau of Supervision

· Deputy Director of Jiaxing Municipal Bureau of Finance

· Principal Jiaxing High School

· Associated Consultant of Jiaxing Foreign Affairs Office
Jaixing Updates

RSCC Board member, Bing Huang, has reported to the board that Jiaxing has established over 100 sister-school relationships between China and other countries; however, the Guangchen School does not currently have a partner school. Middle School students in both China and the U.S. are within the age range of 11 to 13, so a pairing with a project activity could be done – an example of which would be the joint preparation of a photo/art calendar with each side contributing to the creative effort.

· In December RSCC will have the Sister City Room decorated in the Glenview Mansion. This is a project that Board Member Liz Von Kaenel has undertaken since she has been involved with the Sister City program of 1987.

Montgomery County Sister Cities

Montgomery County Sister Cities Inc. was established to connect Montgomery County to the world by encouraging and fostering friendship, partnership, and mutual cooperation through educational, cultural, social, economic, humanitarian, and charitable exchanges between the people of Montgomery County and people from various nations around the world.  The County’s Sister relationships are much like ours in the City of Rockville. 
The three official Montgomery County Sister Cities are 1) Morazán, El Salvador, 2) Gondar, Ethiopia, and 3) Xian, China with Hyderabad, India being formulized this year.  

· Montgomery County Executive Ike Leggett is leading a 2014 joint Sister City and economic development Mission trip to India from November 11–22, 2014. The focus will is on historic trade and investment mission to India. The mission will highlight export and partnership opportunities for Montgomery County companies in India and showcase the county as a gateway for Indian companies’ investments in America.
2015 and 2017 Sister City Plans

In May 2015 Rockville has been invited to Pinneberg for an adult exchange.  German-American Society has invited Rockville families to visit Pinneberg in May of 2015. They want to know what this group would like to visit.  They will provide host stays.
Invite members by visiting the RSCC website.
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