
 

 

Summary of Changes to Chapter 19 Since Mayor and Council Introduction 
December 17, 2012 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Ordinance – Chapter 19, Sediment Control and Stormwater Management  
The changes outlined in the table below are organized by Article and include significant changes made since the introduction in October 
2012. The changes are numbered solely to help orient the reader. They do not indicate order of importance. 

 
Type of 

Change 
Change or New Language Requested By: Reason 

ARTICLE I IN GENERAL  

1 Revised Definition for Clear [Sec. 19-2] MDE: To match MDE’s definition. 

2 Revised Definition of Code [Sec. 19-2] City Staff: To match other references to the Code. 

3 Revised Definition of  Development Project [Sec. 19-2] 
City Staff: To tie the definition to Redevelopment 
since sediment control and stormwater management 
must be provided for both. 

4 Added Definition of General Permit [Sec. 19-2] 
MDE: To clarify types of MDE permits. 

5 Revised Definition of Impervious Area [Sec. 19-2] 
City Staff: To clarify what is to be considered to be 

impervious depending on the Article it is used in. 

6 Revised Definition of Impervious Surface Measurement [Sec. 19-2] 
City Staff: To clarify that certain surfaces are to be 

included in the measurement.  

7 Revised 
Definition of Natural Resource Inventory/Forest Stand 

Delineation [Sec. 19-2] 

City Staff: To remove a detail that is already and 

appropriately included in another City Code (Chapter 

10.5) 

8 Revised Definition of Regulation [Sec. 19-2] 
City Staff: To correctly refer to the Department’s 

action.  

9 Revised Definition of Sediment Control Permit [Sec. 19-2] 
City Staff: To more clearly state the purpose of the 

permit. 

10 Revised Definition of Standards and Specifications [Sec. 19-2] 
MDE: To include the complete name of the 

referenced document. 
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11 Revised Definition of Stream Buffer [Sec. 19-2] 

City Staff: To remove the Section reference in the 

event that it is revised by future changes to Code 

24.5. 

12 Revised Removed words “of Public Works” [Sec. 19-5] 
MDE: Department is defined as Department of 
Public Works in Sec. 19-2. 

13 Revised 
Removed reference to COMAR 26.17.01. [Sec. 19-

5(b)(2)] 

City Staff: Authority is granted in COMAR 26.17.01, 

therefore the reference is not needed. 

ARTICLE II COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT 

14 Revised 

Inspections: Clarified the authority for determining  

Imminent Substantial Endangerment as the 

Department.[Sec. 19-7(c) and (e)] 

City Staff: To establish authority. 

15 Revised 
Inspections: Removed the reference to Department 

reports. [Sec. 19-7 (h)] 
City Staff: Included in accompanying Regulations 

16 Revised 
Violations: Clarified language for false statements and 

reports and required actions. [Sec. 19-11 (a)(8) and (d)] 
Environment Commission: Clarified language 

17 Revised 

Enforcement: Clarified the authority for determining 

completion of enforced corrective measures.[Sec. 19-12 

(a)(1)a., b., and c.] 

City Staff: Clarified language. 

18 Revised 
Appeals: Corrected term from appealed to reconsidered. 

[19-13 (1)] 
City staff: To replace with proper term. 

 ARTICLE III PERMITS  

19 Revised 

An application for a Permit must be filed with the 
Department on forms supplied by the Department. A 
separate application is required for each Permit, but a 
Permit and application may cover any number of 
contiguous lots being developed as a single Development 
Project, when deemed appropriate by the Department. 
[Sec. 19-23(a)] 
 

City Staff: To provide decision flexibility to the 

Department. 
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ARTICLE IV STORMWATER MANAGEMENT  

20 Revised 

The following Development can be excluded from the 
measurement of Impervious Area: 
 
Vehicular or pedestrian bridges and appurtenances. 
 
Solar panels constructed on existing Impervious Areas. 
 
Construction of additional floors or roof over an existing 
Building as long as the Building footprint is not altered or 
increased. [19-41 (a) (b) (c)] 
 

City Staff: To clarify what projects are exempted 
from Article IV. 

21 Revised 

When the Land Disturbing Activity disturbs less than 50 
percent of the total Site Area, excluding the existing Right-
of-Way, then SWM must be provided for the Development 
within the Site’s Disturbed Area and the contiguous Rights-
of-Way as required by Sec. 19-46. 
 
When the Development Project disturbs 50 percent or 
more of the total Site Area, excluding the existing Right-of-
Way, then SWM needs be provided for the Development 
within the entire Site Area and the contiguous Rights-of-
Way as required by Sec. 19-46, including all Impervious 
Area previously existing on the Site that does not have 
SWM to current standards. 
The application of the Ordinance, for property other than a 

Single Unit Detached Dwelling, Townhouse or Semi-

Detached Dwelling lot, is for development that creates or 

replaces 250 square feet or more of Impervious Area. [Sec. 

19-45 (a)(1) and (2)] 

City Staff: To Clarify the area that must be treated 

based on a Site’s Disturbed Area because the 

requirements are different. 
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ARTICLE V EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL 

22 Revised 

Any Sediment Control Construction Plans that receive 
Department approval after January 31, 2013 must be in 
compliance with the requirements of this Ordinance, the 
Regulations and the Standards and Specification except that 
the Department, at its sole discretion, may not require an 
Applicant to submit an NRI/FSD and/or a Preliminary 
Erosion and Sediment Control Plan if an application for 
Plan review or Permit has been filed with the Department 
prior to January 31, 2013. [Sec. 19-89(a)] 

City Staff: To include direction for Plans and Permits 

under review before the adoption of the revised 

Ordinance 

ARTICLE V EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL 

23 Revised 
Exceptions to certain requirements of the regulation 

document [Sec.19-95(d) (1), (2) and (3)] 

City Staff: To clarify the circumstances under which 

projects are except from certain requirements, 

especially Single Family Detached Dwelling Units. 

24 Revised 
Clarified stages at which this plan is to be submitted when 

required. [Sec. 19-97(b)] 

City Staff: To provide more efficient review of 

required submittals. 

ARTICLE VI STORMWATER MANAGEMENT UTILITY 

25 
No real 

change 
Renumbered headings to conform with other Articles  
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