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Mayor and Council Action Report 
Ref. # Meeting 

Date 
Staff/ 
Dep 

Response 
Method 

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status Estimated 
Completion or 

Agenda Item date 
MC-2014-1 1/27/14 CMO Memo Neighborhood Communication Initiative 

Implement neighborhood communication initiative. 
Status: Staff will gather a small work group of neighbors with experience supporting 
neighborhood communication efforts to build a proposed initiative that meets the City’s 
goals of enhanced communication with our residents and among neighbors. The work 
group membership and their proposal will be shared with the Mayor and Council for 
feedback prior to implementation. 

Ongoing 

FA-2013-7 4/22/13 CMO / 
CPDS 

Agenda item Town Center Parking  
Brief the Mayor and Council on: 

 Trends in parking requirements and practices in development projects in downtowns 
similar to Rockville 

 Usage and management of parking garages and lots in Town Center 
 Information sharing with the public about parking options in Town Center, including 

wayfinding 
 Availability of Handicap Parking 
 Expand discussion to include Transit Area parking (to include areas such as Twinbrook) 

Status:  As a first step, staff will present preliminary information by memo. 

TBD 

FA-2014-14 6/21/14 DPW / 
CPDS 

Future 
agenda  

Reduction of Commercial Vacancies 
Initiative to reduce long-term commercial vacancies by adjusting trip generation for vacant 
parcels. 
Status:  Staff will provide a memorandum with background information and 
recommended next steps.  

11/30/15 

FA-2014-21 8/11/14 CMO Future 
agenda 

Pumphrey Funeral Home – Parking Issues 
Schedule an agenda item to discuss possible options to alleviate parking concerns for 
Pumphrey’s and its neighbors, to include information on previous text amendments relating to 
parking. 
Status: The City Manager shared a memorandum on this topic with the Mayor and 
Council by email on October 12, 2015, and a copy is included as Attachment 1. 

Complete 

FA-2014-22 Email R&P Future 
agenda 

Smoking Restrictions in Rockville 
Status: On October 5, 2015, the Mayor and Council directed staff to opt into the County 
No Smoking Ordinance (County Code Section 24-9) as it relates to smoking restrictions in 
parks and facilities.  A letter advising Montgomery County of the City’s decision was sent 
on November 2, 2015.  Staff has submitted the proposed signage to Montgomery County 
for review.  The wider issue of smoking restrictions in Rockville may be taken up by the 

March 2016 
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new Mayor and Council. 

FA-2014-23 9/8/11 R&P Future 
agenda 

King Farm Farmstead – Next Steps 
Status:  Improvements to make the farmstead house habitable are complete, with the 
exception of work on the well which will happen closer to the date the home is occupied. 
The City Attorney received feedback about adjusting the current deed and covenant 
restrictions on the Farmstead property, and will prepare a recommendation for the Mayor 
and Council. A Mayor and Council discussion concerning the longer term use of the entire 
property will be scheduled after the new year. 

Ongoing 
 

FA-2014-25 9/8/14 CPDS Future 
agenda 

Southlawn Industrial Area Study 
Status:  The Southlawn Industrial Area Feasibility Study is underway with the City’s 
consultant, VHB. Public meetings with neighborhood residents and businesses were held 
on June 3, June 25 and September 10, 2015. A recent public meeting was held on October 
29, 2015, for the consultants to present their initial recommendations for feedback that will 
shape the final recommendations.  Redevelopment scenarios will be presented at a 
December 9, 2015 public meeting and revised recommendations will be presented to the 
public in late January 2016. In February 2016, the consultant team will return to a public 
joint meeting of the Planning Commission and Mayor and Council to present their final 
recommendations. Implementation, adoption or additional research of any study 
recommendations will be at the discretion of the Mayor and Council. 

February 2016 
 
 
 

FA-2014-35 9/22/14 DPW Future 
agenda 

Energy Rating 
Discuss the feasibility of an energy score rating system for buildings that would encourage 
energy efficiency updates.  As a first step, ask the Environment Commission to examine similar 
programs in other municipalities. 
Status:  On September 4, 2015, the City Manager provided a memorandum to the Mayor 
and Council explaining building energy rating systems, Montgomery County energy 
benchmarking and financing programs, and potential opportunities for the City of 
Rockville.  Staff will provide the new Mayor and Council an opportunity to discuss energy 
rating systems. 

TBD 

FA-2015-5 2/9/15 DPW Future 
agenda 

Westmore Property Next Steps 
Discuss the Westmore development proposal to obtain annexation and City water and sewer. 
Status:  The Mayor and Council discussed this matter on July 13, 2015, and provided the 
requested direction to the property owner regarding development of the property, 
including the requirement for annexation prior to the City being able to provide water and 
sewer services. 

Ongoing 
  

FA-2015-6 3/9/15 Finance Future 
agenda 

MFD Purchasing Program 
Provide the Mayor and Council with an update on the status of the City’s MFD Purchasing 
Program. 
Status: This item was before the Mayor and Council at their meeting on October 5, 2015. 
The Mayor and Council directed staff to provide an updated report in 90 days. 

January 2016 
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FA-2015-7 3/23/15 Finance Future 

agenda 
Refuse Charge on Tax Bill 
Discuss and coordinate with Montgomery County on adding the City’s Recycling and Refuse 
charge on the County tax bill. 
Status: The Mayor and Council discussed this matter on September 28, 2015, and 
requested that staff schedule a Public Hearing. 

TBD 

FA-2015-9 4/13/15 IT Future 
agenda 

Enterprise Resource Planning System 
Schedule a briefing on the ERP System and other key IT initiatives. 
Status:  Information about the ERP system and other key IT initiatives will be provided to 
the Mayor and Council by memo.  A follow up presentation will be scheduled upon 
request. 

11/30/15 

FA-2015-14 7/13/15 CMO Future 
agenda 

Reporting Structure for Purchasing Division 
Discussion of reporting structure for Purchasing Division. 
Status:  On October 19, 2015, the Mayor and Council received a presentation by Calyptus 
Consulting.  The Mayor and Council directed the City Manager to respond to the report in 
ninety (90) days. 

1/25/2016 

FA-2015-15 10/12/15  Future 
agenda 

Veteran Preference 
Provide the new Mayor and Council the opportunity to consider an expansion of the City’s MFD 
Purchasing Program to include veteran-owned businesses. 

TBD 

 
COMPLETED ITEMS 
 
 



 
 

 

M E M O R A N D U M  
 
 

October 12, 2015 
 
 
 
TO: Barbara B. Matthews, City Manager 
 
FROM: Jenny Kimball, Deputy City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Pumphrey Funeral Home Parking 
 
 
Item FA-2014-21 on the Mayor and Council Action Report requests an agenda item to discuss 
possible options to alleviate parking concerns associated with the Robert A. Pumphrey Funeral 
Home, including information on previous text amendments related to parking.  The item was 
initiated by reports from Williams Street residents that overflow parking during large events at the 
Funeral Home negatively impacted the neighborhood. In particular, Pumphrey visitor parking 
created congestion, blocked driveways and compromised safety on the street. 
 
The property owner has the option to submit an application to the city requesting a change in the 
text of the Zoning Ordinance to allow alteration or expansion of off-street parking for certain non-
conforming uses. The goal would be for expanded parking on the Funeral Home property to reduce 
the need for parking on the neighborhood streets.    
 
An alternative option is to have the city work with Pumphrey’s to identify neighborhood parking 
spaces currently available that reduce the need for parking on the neighborhood streets. Three 
alternative parking locations include: 
 
1) Presbyterian Church of Rockville, 207 West Montgomery Avenue 
The church is located across West Montgomery Avenue and less than one block from the Funeral 
Home. The church has a parking lot behind the building that may be available for use during periods 
of the week. A path through the property from the back parking lot to the traffic signal and 
crosswalk at West Montgomery and Great Falls Road would be the safest pedestrian route. The 
walking distance from the lot to the Funeral Home is approximately 0.2 mile. 
 
The church and Pumphrey’s Funeral Home could explore an agreement for Funeral Home visitor 
use of the parking lot and walking path at specified times that do not conflict with church activities. 
 
2) Rockville Methodist Church, 112 West Montgomery Avenue 
This church is located approximately one block from the Funeral Home and a 0.17 mile walk across 
both Route 28 and West Montgomery/Great Falls Road. This church may also be able to come to 
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October 12, 2015 

 
 

an agreement with the Funeral Home to providing parking at specified times that do not conflict 
with church activities. 
 
3) Rockville Academy Building, 103 South Adams Street 
This lot is accessible from West Jefferson Street. It is approximately 0.22 mile away from the Funeral 
Home and requires one significant street crossing at Great Falls Road. Pumphrey’s could coordinate 
with the owner of this site to explore using that lot for off-site parking. 
 
These sites provide a number of parking spaces in close proximity to the Funeral Home. If 
Pumphrey’s is interested in exploring these options and if the property owners could spare parking 
spaces at the times when the Funeral Home most needs overflow parking, one or more of the three 
locations could provide a good option for visitors who do not have any mobility constraints that 
would prohibit walking to the Funeral Home.   
 
Recommendation 
Williams Street is a public street where street parking is currently allowed without any restrictions 
and the Pumphrey Funeral Home currently meets the city’s codes and regulations. While the city 
does not have any authority to direct Pumphrey’s to address parking concerns on Williams Street, 
City Manager’s Office (CMO) staff could initiate a dialogue suggesting that the Funeral Home 
partner with the city to respond to a neighborhood concern. Staff could offer to assist Pumphrey’s 
by identifying the correct contact persons at the alternative parking sites, providing GIS maps 
showing the alternative parking locations, and coordinating meeting space for the parties to meet. 
 
As an alternative to city staff taking the lead with Pumphrey Funeral Home, the CMO could reach 
out to a Williams Street neighbor or other local resident to initiate a conversation with Pumphrey’s. 
City staff would still provide the support listed above but the dialogue would be initiated from 
within the neighborhood. 
 
It is important to note that any agreements between Pumphrey Funeral Home and other parking lot 
owners would be between those entities exclusively and would not involve the city. The city would 
not be in a position to enforce any agreements or to monitor Funeral Home visitors’ parking 
locations. The Funeral Home would be responsible for educating visitors about the parking options. 
The success of any off-site parking arrangements depends on whether Funeral Home visitors use the 
off-site locations or continue to use Williams Street due to convenience and past practice. 
 
Staff does not recommend including this topic as a Mayor and Council agenda since a positive 
outcome will most likely come from one on one conversations and relationship building around 
community problem solving. Staff requests that the Mayor and Council consider the options and 
provide direction to staff on how to proceed under the Action Report agenda item during the 
October 19 meeting. 
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