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July 10, 2009

The Honerable Nancy Floreen

Chair of Transportation, Infrastructure,
Energy, and Environment

100 Maryland Avenue

Rockville, MD 20685G
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It is our understanding that the Transportation, Infrastructure, Energy, and Environment
Committee (T&E) will be considering the Montgomery County Planning Board’s
recommendations on the 1270/US15 Multi-Modal Corridor Study at the committee
meeting scheduled for July 13, 2009. While the Maryland Transit Administration’s
(MTA) public comment period does not conclude until July 31, 2009, it is also our
understanding that the Montgomery County Council will be making a formal
recommendation to the State in the near future. Accordingly, please accept the following
comments as they relate to the transit component of the 1270/US15 Multi-Modal Corridor
Study.

While the City prefers a light rail mode and has strongly advocated light rail as the

preferred mode for the Corridor Cities Transitway (CCT) for many years, we understand
that based on the current Cost Effective Ratio of the project, light rail would not qualify
for federal transit funding. Given that costs associated with light rail inhibit the
competitiveness of the project for Federal funding, the City is supportive of a bus rapid
transit (BRT) mode.’

At the City’s request, MTA is currently conducting an Alternative Alignment Study to
examine changes to the alignment that would serve both the Crown Farm and Kentlands
neighborhoods. In each case, the alternate alignments and stations were vetted through
public charrette processes. The City continues to advocate for these alignment
modifications, and requests that the County Council support these adjustments.

! However, should there be a change in the applicable formulas, available federal resources, or data relied upon (such as
ridership, planned densities, etc.), the City would prefer light rail if it becomes feasible in the future.
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The City Council and I are extremely concerned that the Planning Board is
recommending that the CCT Operations and Maintenance Facility be located at Site 6
which is located on Metropolitan Grove Road in the immediate vicinity of the proposed
transit station that would support the approved Watkins Mill Town Center. While the
City’s 2003 Master Plan did contemplate Site 6 as a potential site for the Operations and
Maintenance Facility, it was assumed at the time that the mode for the CCT would be rail
and that it would be essential for the Operations and Maintenance Facility to be located in
very close proximity to the transitway. Given that it appears the mode will be BRT, there
are now numerous alternatives to the Metropolitan Grove Road location. Accordingly,
we urge you to recommend against locating the Facility at Site 6.

Finally, since the public comment period does not conclude until July 31, 2009, the City
has not made its formal recommendation to the MTA on all aspects of the 1270/US15
Mutti-Modal Corridor Study but expects to do so in the fall after additional work sessions
with State representatives.

City staff will be attending the July 13, 2009 T&E work session, and will be available to
address any questions you may have. In the meantime, please feel free to contact me at
301-258-6310 if you have any questions or want to discuss.

Sif erely,

dney A./Iijnz
/ Mayor
cc:  City Council
Angel Jones, City Manager
Frederick J. Felton, Assistant City Manager
Tony Tomasello, Assistant City Manager
Greg Ossont, Director of Planning and Code Administration



