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September 12, 2011

Janet Hunt-Mc¢Cool, Chair, Historic District Commission
709 Grandin Ave.
Rockville, MD 20850

Dear Chairman Tyner and Planning Commission Members:

As chair of the Historic District Commission (HDC), I deeply regret that work conflicts
now:preclude my direct participation in this meeting. I have asked my fellow
commissioner, Jessica. Reynolds, to highlight the major points.of this letter at your
meeting. L request this. letter be part of the public record concerning the proposed
designation of Glenview farm as a local historic district.

The Glenview agenda item is a result of a process that began in October 2010 when HDC
held a work session with the Mayor and Council. We were asked which city-owned
properties, worthy of historic designation, were not yet designated. Certain members of

the couneil expressed surprise that Glenview (G V), perhaps our most important historic

resource, was not a.locally designated historic district. Glenview farm:is an anomaly.
All other historic:structures owned by the city have been designated as local historic
districts.

A council member also expressed concern that we can impose local historic designation
-(HD) on citizens against their will; yet, the city chooses to exempt itself from such
designation. This smacks of one rule for citizens and another for its governing
bodies.

In January 2011, Peerless Rockville nonilinated GV farm. A portion of the property,
65 of the 152 acres was then deemed historic by HDC, and Mayor and Council then
put a-sectional map amendmentf in place.

This meeting with the planning commission has been postponed numerous times. And, -
in the course of our discussions and in public testimony, we have heard an
unfortunate degree of misinformation about what GV HD means.

I would like to address somé—:of the concerhs about GV local designation so-that you can
more accurately address how GV local designation fits with the Master Plan for the City
of Rockville.

In particular we’ve heard about an imaginary burden of regulation that would limit the
ability of the city to use the property as it sees fit.

1. HD of the property will not shift control from Mayor and Council to the
HDC.

ATTACH H-1



ATTACH H

HDC has no say about use of the property, its current or future functions. Itis
solely concerned with the exterior of historic structures, not their interior or their
uses. It considers the environmental context of the buildings, namely the
viewshed, to insure that new structures and features are compatible with the
historic resources.

2. New buildings and new uses of the property are not precluded under HD.

New uses of the property, new buildings, and alterations to historic and
nonhistoric structures are clearly permissible under HDC guidelines.

The guidelines provide standards for adaptations that do not remove or destroy the
historic features of the property, and they offer guidance on replacement should
historic features be beyond repair.

For example, HDC worked with builders and architects of Chestnut Lodge
properties. About 30 new structures were proposed and accepted by HDC.

3. Nature trails would not be subject to HDC oversight.

Only the 65 acres of open space around the mansion are included in the
nominated historic district. The woodlands would not be subject to any oversight
by HDC.

4. HDC would net force the property to revert to its physical characteristics
that existed in a prior time.

The standards and guidelines applied by HDC clearly allow for modernization,
changes to historic and nonhistoric structures and new structures.

Any characteristic that appears currently can be replaced in kind, whether or not is
historically correct. We cannot force properties to revert to an earlier time, nor
would that be the desire of the current HDC.

Why is establishing a local HD important since GV is listed on the National Register
of Historic Places, and the GV management plan addresses historic preservation?

National Register Listing is an honorific that offers no protection of the
property. The National Register board or members have no jurisdiction on the
property. A listed historic property can be demolished or inappropriately changed.
Local designation will preclude these problems because a qualified body of
experts would review future changes. Importantly, this review would take place
in an advertised public forum in which citizen input would be requested.
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The Glenview management plan is a set of guidelines that must be negotiated
with interested parties. It does not state clearly who those parties are. And the
management plan can be changed and removed by any future mayor and council.

There is no guaranteed way to preserve the GV farm historic structures for future
generations. But, the current National Register Listing has no authority over
preservation of the historic structures, and the management plan, approved
about 10 years ago, is signed off on by an entirely different mayor and
“council than exists today. If we are talking about preserving a property well into
the future, this management plan will not carry the weight of a sectional map
amendment or historic easement on GV farm.

HDC oversight would be limited to insuring-that changes to the historic and
nonhistoric structures, new construction and new exterior features are not harmful
to the historic resources. HD is exactly the same easement that the City of
Rockville Police Department chose to accept when they moved their offices to
the historic post office. At that time, management of the police and homeland

securitv. functions were not.shifted from.the.mavor.and.councilie-HDC:-ne

limitations on uses of the old post office by the police were put in place; and a
new building was constructed on the property.

How onerous is the burden of HD? The management plan for GV lists the
Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation and Restoration of
Historic Properties as its guiding principles for managing the physical
structures and their surroundings. These are exactly the same standards that
govern HDC decision-making. Thus, there should be no additional burden
placed on GV from local designation, unless persons charged with GV
management ignore or disagree with their own stated standards in the Glenview

management plan!

Designation would send a signal to citizens that the city is willing to live by
its own rules and that it supports historic designation as an important way to save
our cultural heritage.

- Lhope.you will.go.forward with.a.recommendation.to.the Mayor.and-Council.to-
nominate the 65-acre National Register District as a local historic district. We
look forward to working with city officials as well as GV management to help
preserve and maintain what is perhaps our most important historic structure. This
is the common goal of all interested parties.

With very best wishes,

Janet Hunt-McCool QWM@ML
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From: Anne Goodman [mailto:farrelly@erols.com]

Sent: Friday, September 16, 2011 10:02 AM

To: mayorcouncil@rockvilleme.gov; planning.commission@rockvillemd.gov

Subject: Historic designation of Glenview

Dear Mayor, Council, and Members of the Planning Commission

This is an expression of our concern about a forthcoming recommendation to designate over 60 acres of Glenview
Farm as historic. We consider the extent of the historic designation to be excessive and fear that it could have an
adverse impact on daily operations on non-historic facilities that are included in the area under consideration.

in fact, we support designation of Glenview Mansion and its immediate grounds as an historic property in
Rockville. We understand that the proposal to designate the larger property is an attempt to save the grounds
from future development. However, we have real concerns about historic designation for the Croydon Creek
Nature Center, the maintenance facility, and the F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre. These are not historic buildings, and
imposing historic designation on them may actually be harmful.

Admittedly, our understanding of the impact that historic designation would have on the structures and lands
surrounding the Croydon Creek Nature Center. the maintenance facility, and the theatre is incompiete. However,
we believe that the experience of the Historic District Commission (HDC) in overseeing facilities of that type may

be minimal. It is possible that inexperience, focus primarily on historical issues, and unanticipated
consequences could be a major problem for the day-to-day operations of the non-historic facilities.

A real life local example of the potential adverse effect of national historic designation can be seen in Dawson
Farm Park, a small park off Ritchie Parkway. English ivy was in the woods at the time of historic designation. It was
assumed that the ivy, which is a non-native invasive plant, was included in the historic designation. The ivy was
not allowed to be cleared for many years. Now it has smothered several large trees and is killing many others. If
not removed, it has the potential to pull the trees down. Fortunately, an invasive plant pull for English ivy was
allowed recently in the park. However, it didn’t make much of a dent in the destruction that has occurred. We
doubt that this sort of problem was anticipated when the park was designated as historic, and we think there will
be many other unanticipated consequences.

In addition, we have heard many anecdotes from homeowners and property owners about the problems which
historic designation raises in terms of what owners would like to do to their properties. We assume that, at least
some of the same restrictions would apply to the Nature Center, the maintenance facility, and the theatre. Our
concern is that historic designation would impede the ability of the people running these facilities to perform
routine functions and make changes in the facilities in a timely manner. In this regard, the proposal makes several
references to approval processes, either a certificate of approval from the HDC or approval by the Chief of
Planning. Why wouid historic approval be appropriate for the 3 non-historic areas? .

Any additional approval process over what is already in place is going to delay action that may need to be
completed in a timely manner. For example, the document says that removal of diseased or hazardous trees can
be approved by the Chief of Planning. That sounds like a concession since the approval doesn’t have to come from
the HCD. However, it appears to us that it is still an additional approval process over that currently existing. How
long would that approval take? If the tree is truly hazardous and constitutes a safety issue for employees and
visitors, it should be removed as soon as possible. That removal should not have to wait for additional approvals.

We understand from statements made at the September 15, 2011, public hearing that the woodland areas are not
covered by this proposal. However, the maps don’t make that clear to us. Would removal of invasive plants he
affected? You can see from the situation in Dawson Farm Park that this is a problem. Would the Nature Center
have to request approval to put up a birdhouse or build a permanent display on the grounds? Would the theatre
have to get approval to display artworks outside the building? What recourse is there if the request for approval is
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quite reasonable and environmentally sound and the Commission rejects the proposal for irrelevant historic
reasons? How long might that delay action? Couild it impede necessary or appropriate action?

Let us propose an hypothetical scenario. Let’s say the Nature Center had the opportunity to acquire a generator to
help keep the animals at the center alive during power outages. The generator might need a separate outside
housing structure. We assume that would have to be approved by the HDC. Why should construction of a housing
structure for a generator be subject to approval by a commission that makes decisions on the basis of history,

not need?

We believe it to be critical that the theatre, maintenance facility and the Nature Center be allowed to continue
with their business as usual without interference from a group that is interested more in history than the purpose
of these facilities, theatre and the environment.

We agree with a comment made by Commissioner Callistein at the public hearing on September 15, 2011. He
suggested that the park needs to evolve as the City evolves. This may be difficult under HDC oversight. From
several statements made during the public hearing, the subcommittee oversight that currently exists for the
property works well. We note that the Recreation and Parks Advisory Goard supports keeping the current
oversight situation in place because of its effectiveness. Please don’t try to fix what isn't broken.

in summary, we recommend adoption of the option that would confer historic designation on the Mansion,

Cottage, and Formal Garden
Thank you for your consideration.
With regards,

Anne Goodman

Jim Farreily

1109 Clagett Dr.
Rockville, MD 20851
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MAP2011-00110
FW: Historic designation of Glenview Public Hearing: 9/26/11
Jerry Callistein
to:
mayorcouncil
09/16/2011 11:05 AM
Ce:

planning.commission, "'Anne Goodman"
Show Details

History: This message has been replied to.
Dear Mayor and Council:

I would like to give my personal support to this letter from Anne Goodman. It puts my concerns into a cogent
and eloquent argument. | have no problem preserving the integrity of the mansion and the immediate
surrounding areas, which the subcommittee does guite well without direct HDC control. | believe the rest of the
area should be treated as a park and be allowed to grow and change as the needs of the community change.
Giving the HDC authority over this entire area is unnecessary and possibly detrimental.

[ truly hope you take a measured and forward-thinking view on this issue and vote to maintain the status quo. if
not, then | urge you to adopt either option 3 or 4 which gives the HDC authority only over the mansion area. |
believe this compromise would be in the best interests of the city and its residents, and it would assure the long-
term viability of this important resource.

Thank you —

- Jerry Callistein

From: Anne Goodman [mailto:farrellv@erols.com]

Sent: Friday, September 16, 2011 10:02 AM

To: mayorcouncil@rockvilleme.gov; planning.commission@rockvillemd.gov
Subject: Historic designation of Glenview

Dear Mayor, Council, and Members of the Planning Commission

This is an expression of our concern about a forthcoming recommendation to designate over 60 acres of Glenview Farm as
historic. We consider the extent of the historic designation to be excessive and fear that it could have an adverse impact on
daily operations on non-historic facilities that are included in the area under consideration.

in fact, we support designation of Glenview Mansion and its immediate grounds as an historic property in Rockville. We
understand that the proposal to designate the larger property is an attempt to save the grounds from future development.
However, we have real concerns about historic designation for the Croydon Creek Nature Center, the maintenance facility,
and the F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre. These are not historic buildings, and imposing historic designation on them may actually
be harmful.

Admittedly, our understanding of the impact that historic designation would have on the structures and lands surrounding
the Croydon Creek Nature Center. the maintenance facility, and the theatre is incomplete. However, we believe that the
experience of the Historic District Commission (HDC) in overseeing facilities of that type may be minimal. It is possible that
inexperience, focus primarily on historical issues, and unanticipated consequences could be a major problem for the day-to-
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day operations of the non-historic facilities.

A real life local example of the potentiai adverse effect of national historic designation can be seen in Dawson Farm Park, a
small park off Ritchie Parkway. English ivy was in the woods at the time of historic designation. It was assumed that the ivy,
which is a non-native invasive plant, was included in the historic designation. The ivy was not aliowed to be cleared for
many years. Now it has smothered several large trees and is killing many others. If not removed, it has the potential to pull
the trees down. Fortunately, an invasive plant pull for English ivy was allowed recently in the park. However, it didn’t make
much of a dent in the destruction that has occurred. We doubt that this sort of problem was anticipated when the park
was designated as historic, and we think there will be many other unanticipated consequences.

In addition, we have heard many anecdotes from homeowners and property owners about the problems which historic
designation raises in terms of what owners would like to do to their properties. We assume that, at least some of the same
restrictions would apply to the Nature Center, the maintenance facility, and the theatre. Our concern is that historic
designation would impede the ability of the people running these facilities to perform routine functions and make changes
in the facilities in a timely manner. In this regard, the proposal makes several references to approval processes, either a
certificate-of-approval-from-the - HDC or-approval-by the Chief.of Planning.-Why.would-historic-approval-be appropriate. for
the 3 non-historic areas? .

Any additional approval process over what is already in place is going to delay action that may need to be completed in a
timely manner. For example, the document says that removal of diseased or hazardous trees can be approved by the Chief
of Planning. That sounds like a concession since the approval doesn’t have to come from the HCD. However, it appears to

us-thatitis.still.an-additiohal-approval-process.over.that.curre

Lexisting H@wﬂl@nwmxannfnvnlwfakg? fthe.tree

is truly hazardous-and-constitutes a safety issue foremployeesand visitors; it should be removed-as-soon-as possible.-That
removal should not have to wait for additional approvals.

We understand from statements made at the September 15, 2011, public hearing that the woodland areas are not covered
by this proposal. However, the maps don’t make that clear to us. Would removal of invasive plants be affected? You can
see from the situation in Dawson Farm Park that this is a problem. Would the Nature Center have to request approval to
put up a birdhouse or build a permanent display on the grounds? Would the theatre have to get approval to display
artworks outside the building? What recourse is there if the request for approval is quite reasonable and environmentally
sound and the Commission rejects the proposal for irrelevant historic reasons? How long might that delay action? Could it
impede necessary or appropriate action?

Let us propose an hypothetical scenario. Let’s say the Nature Center had the opportunity to acquire a generator to help
keep the animals at the center alive during power cutages. The generator might need a separate outside housing structure.
We assume that would have to be approved by the HDC. Why should construction of a housing structure for a generator be
subject to approval by a commission that makes decisions on the basis of history, not need?

We believe it to be critical that the theatre, maintenance facility and the Nature Center be allowed to continue with their
business as usual without interference from a group that is interested more in history than the purpose of these facilities,
theatre and the environment.

We agree with a comment made by Commissioner Callistein at the public hearing on September 15, 2011. He suggested
that the park needs to evolve as the City evolves. This may be difficult under HDC oversight. From several statements made
during the public hearing, the subcommittee oversight that currently exists for the property works well. We note that the
Recreation and Parks Advisory Goard supports keeping the current oversight situation in place because of its effectiveness.
Please don't try to fix what isn’t broken.

In summary, we recommend adoption of the option that would confer historic designation on the Mansion, Cottage, and
Formal Garden.

Thank you for your consideration.
With regards,

Anne Goodman
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Jim Farrelly
1109 Clagett Dr.
Rockville, MD 20851

file://C:\Documents and Settings\bbean\Local Settings\Temp\notesCB42D\~web6166.htm 9212011



ATTACH H

Exhibit No.
MAP2011-00110

Civic Center Mansion Historic Designation Public Hearing: 9/26/11

R TAYLOR

to:

mayorcouncil

09/16/2011 06:06 PM

Show Details

History: This message has been replied to.

Dear Mayor & Council,

As a 30 + year resident of Rockvill and a long time member of the Rec & Parks Advisory Board | have seen
many positive and negative actions by the Mayor and Council. To vote to designate the entire 65 acres requested
by HDC would be one of the most negative events in all my years in the city. The immediate area around the
mansion.and.gardens..yes. Anything more.a resounding.NQ. To constrain the future use of such a large area of
public space is not in the public interest. The Civic Center Park works extremely well using the current plan. Itis
public area which should not be constrained by a group whose sole purpose is to prevent new activities or reflect
changes in public lifestyles. Rockville is a smali city in the grand sceme of things. The Civic Center Park is a gem,
to be used by all it's citizens. There is a place for preservation and a place for innovation. | believe by having a
limited historic portion of the grounds would meet both needs.

Bob Taylor 902 Wade Ave Rockville, MD 20851
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Testimony Against giving HDC exclusive jurisdiction over the Glenview mansion and its
- QGrounds

John Beins Exhibit No. _\_5___

to:
: : by MAP2011-00110
mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov Public Hearing: 9/26/11

09/22/2011 04:06 PM
Cce:
"clerk@rockvillemd.gov", "glenview@rockvillemd.gov", Burt Hall,

ccnc@rockvﬂlemd gov'", "artgaﬂery@rockvﬂlemd.gov", "director@peerlessrockville.org"
Please respond to John Beins
Show Details

oo

Dear Mayor and Council:

I write to add my voice to those who oppose giving exclusive jurisdiction over Glenview mansion and
its grounds to the HDC. [ will be out of town on business on Monday so I submit my views in lieu of my
live appearance. [ asked that they be entered in the record.

As a former Board Member of Peerless Rockville and a present member of the Rockville Parks and
—-Recreation-Advisory-Bea althy respect-and-

ion-for-the work of both-erganizations oo

and the need for Rockvﬂle to Strlke a proper balance between thelr overlapping missions. n my
estimation, the present bill would strike the wrong balance in favor of historic preservation at the
expense of long standing recreational opportunities for Rockville families and kids.

By way of personal background, one of the main reasons my wife and I decided to stay and raise a
family in Rockville (after moving here as a young newly married couple in 1990) was the excellence of
the park and recreational facilities in Rockville. All three of our kids were born and raised in Rockville.
Its many wonderful parks, recreation facilities and programs were the center of their universe (and, as a
result. ours as well).

One of their favorite events when they were young was a trip to one or both of the two playgrounds near
"the mansion". Thereafter, a visit to the Crovdon Creek Nature Center or simply tumbling down the
"sleigh riding hill" was often next on the agenda. There were many other families doing much the same
with their kids. I am confident there still are (although my children are past the tumbling stage).

On the other hand, my family has also attended many social. educational, artistic, and professional
events at the Glenview mansion and its immediate grounds. Those events have also created wonderful
memories.

The pending bill to place the Glenview mansion and its entire grounds under the sole control of the HDC
threatens to upset the longstanding balanced multi use management of the Glenview mansion and
grounds which has served Rockville and its citizenry so well for so long. Instead, of striking the proper
balance between the overlapping missions of cultural arts, parks and recreation, and historic preservation
as we now do, the inevitable result of giving all control and decision making over Glenview and its
entire grounds to the HDC would be the advancement of their unique narrow mission at the expense of
all others.

The HDC and Peerless Rockville (especially Eileen McGuckian) must be applauded for their laser like
focus on historic preservation over the years which has played such a large part in preserving the look
and feel of old Rockyville enjoyed by many. In fact, my family and I live in a historic home which would
not be here without the efforts of Eileen and Peerless Rockville.

Nonetheless, a laser like focus on recreating and preserving the historic Glenview mansion "view shed"
is a bridge too far. Such a dramatic change runs the very substantial risk that the Glenview mansion
would no longer be the vibrant multi-use gem in the Rockville community crown but would instead
become a well preserved museum with a pristine but lifeless "view shed". That would be a shame.
Rockville should not allow an apparently well meaning desire to recreate and preserve Glenview

. . . ATT. H-10
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Mansion's "historic view shed" to outweigh the needs and desires of Rockville's many families and
children whose longtime recreational. cultural and artistic use of the Glenview mansion and grounds
should be given great weight.

As Rockville urges the next generation of young families to "get into it", like my wife and I did over 20
years ago, it must not lose sight of what causes families to "get into it" in the first place. If it ain't broke,
please don't fix it.

Regards,John J. Beins
8 Camden Ct
Rockville, Md 20850
ibeinsiwbghlilp.com
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MAP2011-00110
Glenview Mansion Public Hearing: 9/26/11
 Kristy Dudley
" to:
mayorcouncil
09/26/2011 12:46 AM
Show Details

Dear Mayor Mancuccio and City Council members,

As a resident of Rockville, I would like to have you assign local historic designation to the full 64
acres of the Glenview Mansion. [ have spent years on the premises: sledding on the hills, leading Girl
and Boy Scouts over the back trails (and, when the outdoor theater across the creek was still available,
having crucial ceremonies there), teaching my children and other neighborhood children to play tennis,
and learning the beginning steps of rock climbing in the warehouse behind the Mansion. In the summer
heat, I would lead the children down to the creek below Monkey's Cliffs and we would slide down the
waterfalls. When T home schooled, we learned about water quality and ecology by studying the benthos
in that same creek. Do you know if you walk deep into the forest there, the creek makes a loop where in
early Spring, daffodils bloom! Who knows who the first gardener was to decorate the creek? I also take
my visitors to the art exhibits in the Glenview Mansion, both inside and outside. 1 would like to be
assured that these opportunities will continue to be available to my grandchildren and future
generations. Therefore, I petition vou to assign local historic designation to the full territory under

consideration. Many thanks,
Sincerely, Kristine Dudley
602 Grandin Avenue
Rockville, MD 20850
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In Support of Glenview Mansion Nomination for Local Historic Public Hearing: 9/26/11
sqdufty

to:

mayorcouncil

09/25/2011 07:13 PM

Show Details

Dear Mayor and Council Members,

I am writing in support of Peerless Rockville's nomination of 65 acres of the Glenview Manision
property for local historic designation. This action would promote the preservation of this exceptional
property in a manner consistent with the guidelines set forth in its current management plan. The
common sense protections afforded by Historic Distriction Commission oversight are provided to
numerous properties within the City of Rockville, including the building that will become the police
station. This attention to our history makes Rockville a richer; and more beautiful, placeto live.

[ urge you to endorse this nomination.

Sincerely,

I ) b TR oo SR 7 0

a1ty

22 Courthouse Square #503
Rockville, MD 20850
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Public Hearing: 9/26/11

Joan M. Zenzen
609 Blossom Drive
Rockville, MD 20850

22 September 2011
Dear Mayor and Council Members:

I cannot attend the 26 September meeting in which you will consider historic district designation
for Glenview Mansion. [ am writing to urge your support for this designation of the mansion and
the full 64 acres. I will base my argument in part upon my training as a professional historian
and in part on my knowledge of the National Register for Historic Places. I have written
extensively about ournational parksand their preservation. Historic Designation-of Glenview
Mansion and the 64.28 acres of accompanying grounds is important to preserving the integrity of
the historic building. My experience with national battlefield parks serves as an example.

associated with the two Civil War battles AND to ensure that the visitor could go out, walk, and
experience that battlefield landscape. That experience of walking the grounds where soldiers
fought and died is integral to the overall preservation of the battlefields. And so the Park Service
has worked with local residents and the local government to make sure that anything built does
not distract or impair the environmental setting in historic areas.

Why does the environmental setting matter? People have only the landscape and a few historic
buildings to understand the battles and connect with the past. There are many modern intrusions,
such as cars and airplanes, that the Park Service cannot totally remove. But when standing at the
heart of the First Manassas battlefield, a visitor can see the battlefield much as it was in 1861 and
imagine the events that took place there. Power lines, tall buildings, and the like would jar
visitors back to the 21* century and take away an essential moment, an essential connection to
the past.

Now consider Glenview and the 64 acres. Glenview is one of the last remaining historic estates
in this entire area. The estate originally encompassed hundreds of acres, including farmlands.
People visiting the grounds make no mistake, they know simply by walking the beautiful
grounds and looking up at the mansion that this place—the building and grounds TOGETHER—
are special, are historic. The grounds are essential to that visitor experience. The grounds and
the building together convey the history and help people experience the site as a historic and
special place.

Historic District Designation of the 64.28 acres ensures that visitors 50 or 100 years from now
will continue to have that same experience, that connection to the past. We cannot know what
proposals may come down the Pike for changing Glenview Mansion’s grounds. Historic
designation ensures that any changes will maintain that essential experience, that connection
between past and present.
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Now consider the relationship between the National Register and Glenview. Glenview Mansion
and the 64 acres are on the National Register of Historic Places. This designation confers
important recognition of the historic importance of the building and grounds. However, the
National Register confers only recognition, not protection. The federal government through this
designation has no role in determining the future of the building and grounds. The National
Register office of the National Park Service provides guidelines, but these are simply
recommendations with no force of law. Instead, protection must come from local historic district
designation. The City must designate the building and 64 acres of grounds in order to confer the
necessary protection. [ urge you to take this necessary and important step to ensure the historic
integrity of Glenview and its 64 acres for future generations.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration.
Sincerrely,

Joan Zenzen
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Exhibit No.
MAP2011-00110
Civic Center Park Public Hearing: 9/26/11

~ George Sushinsky

to:

mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov
09/26/2011 04:22 PM

Please respond to George Sushinsky
Show Details

History: This message has been replied to.
Madam Mayor and Members of the Council:

[ have been a member of the Recreation and Parks Advisory Board (RP) for six years. At most meetings
of the RP-another member has presented the RP with information on the activities of the-Mansion
Subcommittee that was established by a previous Mayor and Council in 1989. If one visits Glenview
Mansion at Civic Center Park, you notice that the Mansion has been well taken care of by the actions of
the subcommittee and city staff.

The current proposal to change zoning from Park to Park (HD) at Civic Center Park in order to place the

property in a historic district is an unnecessary and potentially detrimental action. Had the Mansion
property been zoned HD when it was first acquired, there would unlikely be a theater, a nature center,
playground(s) tennis courts, city maintenance buildings, or visitor parking. The sledding hill may be
just a hill and the car show held elsewhere in the county. Designation of the park property as HD puts
its future in the hands of unelected officials and renders future Mayors and Councils as litigants in court
if their desire to improve existing amenities, place outdoor art, or build needed structures is opposed by
the historic district commission.

Members of the RP and cultural arts commission have presented their organizations opposition to this
proposal. At this point, the park property is more than a historic building. It is a vibrant and active
park. It should continue as such, operating as it has for the past 21 years under the protection of the
mansion subcommittee and with the viewpoint of all of its constituents.

I look at the proposal and enclosed documents and I find it disappointing that a staff recommendation
from the city planning department is the only staff opinion provided in the documentation. Is this
purposeful? Does it show a unified staff opinion? I know that it doesn't.

[ support the status quo with regard to Civic Center Park. [ hope that you also support that position.

Sincerely,
George Sushinsky
240-361-7883
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The Easons
to:
mayorcouncil
09/27/2011 10:40 AM
Show Details

History: This message has been replied to.
Cheryl R. Eason
1017 Kennon Court
Rockville, MD 20851

September 27, 2011

Mayor and Council
Rockville City Hall
Maryland at Vinson
Rockville, MD

Dear Mayor and Counsel:

[ am a 38 year resident of Rockville and live in Burgundy Estates, a small development that abuts the
Civic Center Park and on land that once was part of that estate.

[ listened intently to each and every speaker at last night’s meeting with regard to the HD designation for
Civic Center Park. [ listened equally as carefully to your questions. [ am strongly opposed to the HD
designation and want to voice a slightly different opinion.

What concerns me most is what I DID NOT HEAR.

None of those speaking against the designation were able or willing to say what they are really thinking.
Namely. they have all had experience dealing with HDC and have found those dealings to be onerous,
burdensome, incredibly time consuming and always with a less than satisfactory “solution”. They are
all far too diplomatic to be so blunt. Listen to them carefully. They know of what they speak and are
limited in what they can say because they must continue to deal with HDC, like it or not. Their opinions
and experiences are not “grand misconceptions” as HD likes to repeat over and over again. How often
did you hear that little phrase last night? Listen to those “misconceptions”.

None of those speaking on behalf of HDC were any more forthright. Again, listen to them carefully.
Each and every member of Council asked some version of the same key question. How does this
designation, if approved, affect the rights of Mayor and Council and the citizenry of Rockville? NOT
ONE OF YOU EVER GOT AN ANSWER to that question. Each and every time, the speaker, no
matter who, reverted to HDC gobbledegook about their “mission” to preserve. They don’t want you to
hear the truth which is very simply, that over time, HDC will be like insidious tentacles. taking over
control of the Park in small steps.

Beyond even that, HDC is very adept at sweeping aside the fact that the only recourse to their
*suggestions and guidance and tweeking”™ as they like to call it, lies with a lawsuit in the Circuit Court.
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Maintaining and preserving Glenview and the Park is costly but worth every penny. It is worth the time
and care that goes into that work. Imagine what a lawsuit or multiple lawsuits over time will cost the city
in time, dollars and public image. and think about how long each of those cases could spend floundering
in and dragging thru the court while the city sits helplessly by. unable to do what needs to be done. At
the same time, as HDC provides it’s “suggestions, guidance and tweeks” remember that the cost
incurred fo satisfy them remains the responsibility of the City and is of little or no concern to HDC.
HDC responds that if you find you don’t like the arrangement, it can be reversed thru yet another
change in zoning. That surely is not as easy or as uncomplicated as they like to make it sound.

Once this deal is done, it is done. Period. If you approve this step the reality is that it will not be
reversible. Listen very carefully. Most of all, listen to what you are not hearing. If you do not hear
clearly. a future Mayor and Council will be reviewing this episode and wondering how and when they
lost control over the city’s most precious asset and finding they no longer can correlate it to the needs
and wishes of the city and its citizenry. Glenview mansion, it’s viewshed and grounds have been wisely
and beautifully maintained and preserved by. the City under the careful guidance of Mayor and Council,
many Boards and Commissions and the Mansion Sub-Committee. All will continue to do their jobs
with care, love and respect of the property.

Please don’t jeopardize all the hard work by so very many citizens of Rockville by approving HD status
for the Civic Center Park.

Sincerely,

Cheryl Eason
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Testimony to the Mayor and Council on Historic uesignation for Glenview

" Tery Baker LN /e
September 26, 2011 pupiic Hearing: 9/26/11

My name is Terry Baker, | live at 30 Orchard Way South, and tonight I’'m not here to
speak to you regarding the Swim and Fitness Center. Although I'm no longer a
member of the Park Board or the Mansion Subcommittee, I'm still a 45-year Rockville
resident interested in Glenview. So I've been following closely the actions on the
proposal to designate the Mansion and grounds as a historic district. Some years ago
the then Mayor and Council declined to so designate it and directed that the Mansion
Subcommittee be created to allow decisions regarding the Mansion and grounds to be
discussed and acted on by all the parties concerned. Unlike the narrow focus of the
Historic District Commission on preservation, the Subcommittee's charter was to take
into account the many interests involved in preservation and use of Glenview, and to
provide a broad perspective in arriving at fair compromises between them. And that

decision also preserved the ability of the Mayor and Council to take matters into their
own hands if they felt it necessary, and not be forced to defer to decisions by unelected
members of the HDC. Based on my perscnal experience of 24 years on the Park
Board and 7 on the Subcommittee | believe it functioned exactly as designed. It was
successful in preserving the character of the property as well as in allowing it to be
used for a wide variety of Rockville activities and by a large number of residents. And
I'm unaware of any situation in which the Mayor and Council felt they had to step in
and override a decision of the Subcommittee.

That proposal for historic designation has been resurrected and is back before you
again. From my perspective the arguments that applied previously apply just as well
today. | see nothing that has changed with respect to the competing desires for historic
preservation and widespread use which led to the compromise. But since then the City
has enjoyed many years of successful stewardship of the Mansion and grounds by the
Subcommittee. | believe that success ought to be given great weight by you in arriving
at your decision. There's a familiar aphorism that's directly applicable to this situation:
"If it ain't broke, don't fix it." Please keep that in mind as you deal with this issue, and |
urge you to follow the precedent established by your predecessors.
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CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION
City of Rockuville
2011SEP 27 PM 1:36
Mayor and Council 27 September 2011
City of Rockuville ‘
Rockville, Maryland 20850

Dear Mayor Marcuccio and Council Members:

The Cultural Arts Commission, yet once again, unanimously expresses its
strong opposition to changing the zoning and all it implies for/of The Civic
Center (Glenview) as proposed by the Planning Commission at a recent
meeting of that body. | am attaching a CAC letter to you dtd 10 October
2010, which expresses our strong feelings on this issue. Nothing has
happened which causes us to modify our feelings and rationale.

Last night’s Public Hearing demonstrated once agam that all feel the sub-

committee-has-done-an-outst j@b’“’yﬁs ultimate control-of the

facility, once in the hands of HDC will be handled by the History folks in
Annapolis and not by the elected officials of the City of Rockville; and no,
Annapolis has no intention in telling us how to utilize facility ( although, it
is supposed, that they could ). And thatis a “rub”. While in Annapolis. |
personally dealt with similar pressure groups, who always espoused good
intentions but once they were in control, all prior commitments and
promises were off the table. And now we are expected to take the words
of these well meaning residents? | would submit that circumstances do
alter cases!

Finally (and these are my personal comments) to maintain that the
subcommittee can maintains its outstanding management of the grounds
and facilities is patently absurd since (and this may well be an
oversimplification) ultimate veto power will then be in the hands of HDC—
rather than, as now, be equally shared by CAC, Rec and Parks, the
Docents and HDC. As so well stated in Orwell’s “1984 “ : All animals
are created equal, but some animals are more equal than others”!

And, last night, | did not see any evidence (s) of compromise in any of the
positions expressed in testimony by the members of Peerless and Historic
District Commission, which does not augur well for the future.
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Rockville Civic Center Discussion. Sunday, October 10, 2010 5:05 PM

From: "JOHN MOSER" <john.moseri@verizon.nets>
Ta: "Mayor and Councll” <mavorcouncil@rockvillernd.gov>
Les "Seott Ullery” <sullery@rockvillemd.govs>, "Burt Hall" <bhall@rockvillernd.gov>

Dear Mayor Marcuccio and Council Members:
['am very delighted that you took time to discuss the issue of Glenview, our Civic Center, at your
most recent meeting on 4 October.

['was Chair of the Cultural Arts Commission (CAC) when the status of this great facility was raised
once before by the Historic District Commission (HDC) in 1989. It was the intention of HDC to
protect the Mansion from changes that "might compromise its historical integrity" and to make it their
responsibility to regulate changes in the appearance of the building and the grounds surrounding the

MAnsIoN. "TNIs proposdl then was greatly opposcd, unanimously, by the CAC, Rec and Parks

Advisory Board and the Glenview Docentst who felt strongly that this proposal (if enacted) could

begin an inappropriate regulatory process which had the potential of impacting on utilization of the
grounds as well as of the building. None of the opposition to the proposal has changed to date/

In response, in 1990, the Mayor and Council created a Mansion Subcommittee (composed of Rec and
Parks Advisory Board, CAC, HDC and the Glenview Mansion Docents) This subcommittee now has
been in existence since that time and has, throughout, has worked with the Civic Center Supervisor to
assure that the building maintains its historical significance while being available for many activities
of our residents as well as for offical usage. For additional information, [ recommend that you look at
the "Long-Range Plan for Glenview Mansion and Grounds" dated July 2002, which is on City web
site.

The sub-committee has a rotating chairmanship, allows for free exchange of opinions and ideas,
operates primarily by "consensus" and , together with its historical consultant Dudley Brown, has
materially upgraded the interior of the facility and, in consonance wirth participation of Rob OrndorfT,
has assured that the outside of the building and its attendant 50+ acres does not stray from its
historical setting.

What has been accomplished over these past 2 decades? To name but a few,we have repainted the
interior of the building severable times, we are constantly restoring and recovering furniture, we are
replacing hardware. we have restored the roof to its original state,we are engaged in providing cost
effective energy related improvements throughout the Mansion, while maintaining historical
significance and ambiance throughout. The building is now registered in the National Registry of
Historic Places, rather than the National Trust, since that would have meant ceding control of building
usage: we consistently abide by (and exceed) the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for
Rehabilitation. And all the members of this subcommittee have concurred in all that has been
accomplished, and which still is still being accomplished
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The City of Rockville is fortunate to have this facility within its jurisdiction. And it is being
beautifully maintained, out of rental revenues. at no more than $25,000 annually. To consider putting
the Glenview Mansion in a Historic District will not only be divisive among your myriad of
Commissions and Boards; it has the potential of limiting existing and future programs on its
grounds. Nothing has changed since your predecessors voted to accept the solution presented in a
final plan to the Mayor and Council in July 2002--the building and grounds look outstanding you have
a vibrant subcommittee, a Civic Center Supervisor and Staff (and of course the Department of Rec
and Parks), who, working together remain vigilant and watchful to keep the facility as it was, as it is
and as it should be for future users and generationsn

To cap off this long epistle---WHY FIX IT, WHEN IT AIN'T BROKE?
Respecttully,

(signed)

Chair,

@)

ultural Arts Commniission
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504 New Mark Esplanade
Rockville, MD 20850-2736

September 26, 2011

Mayor and Council
Rockville City Government
Rockville City Hall

111 Maryland Avenue
Rockville, MD 20850

Dear Mayor and Council:

This letter is to-voice my support for the local historic designation of Glenview Mansion
and the surrounding 64 acres.

As aresident of Rockville for over forty years, I have become very familiar with the rich
history of Glenview Mansion and its surrounding grounds. The entire 64 acre property
should receive local historic designation because it is on the National Register of Historic
Places. It is time that the City recognize and respect this wonderful historic site to ensure
its integrity for the enjoyment of future generations.

[ want to thank the Mansion Subcommittee for all their hard work in maintaining
Glenview and the property, but there is no guarantee they will always be there to protect
the property from future development pressures. Designating Glenview for local historic

designation can provide this guarantee.

Again, please vote in favor of placing the Glenview Mansion property and its entire 64
acres in a historic district. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Woiteds £ Fosrmarnn

Winifred E. Herrmann
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RE: Preservation of the Genview mansion as a local historic dist
scstryker

to:

mayorcouncil

09/27/2011 08:45 PM

Show Details

History: This message has been replied to.

Dear Mayor Marcuccio and Councilmembers:

Please support the rezoning of Glenview Mansion and the 64 acre setting as a
local historic district. We believe this is the best way to protect this property for

future generations.

Sincerely,
Steven Stryker
3826 Park Lake Drive

Rockvilie, Md. 20853

i \ ~ o ATTACH H-25
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Glenview mansion and property
Stuart Weinstein

- to:

mayorcouncil

09/27/2011 09:14 PM

Show Details

Dear Mayor Marcuccio, and Council Members Britton, Gajewski, Newton, and Pierzchala,

I am a Rockville resident and a registered voter. Today, | am writing in support of the nomination of the
64 acre Glenview property for designation as a local historic district. The mansion and the grounds have
been a respite for me and my children from the hectic buzz of modern life elsewhere in Rockville. Only
a historic district designation will preserve the tranquility of this wonderful landscape.

Thank you for your time.

Stuart Weinstein.

Stuart. Mo deinstein. . letuarts weinsteinfverizon. net)

Rockville, "MD
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for Glenview hearing record -- MAP2011-00110
Eileen McGuckian

to:

mayorcouncil, bbean

09/28/2011 09:45 AM

Show Details

Dear Mayor Marcuccio and Members of the City Council,

i was disappointed not to be at the public hearing on Gienview Historic District in person last week. Phil and | had to attend a
wedding in Massachusetts.

On Monday morning, reading the newspaper at a picnic table in Woods Hole overlooking the harbor, | read a featured article
on page 1 of The Boston Globe entitled "Cash-strapped T looks to sell a gem: Newton station designed by architectural
legend goes on the block." In this article, a paper copy of which | mailed to you today for the hearing record, lies a lesson for
Rockville and Glenview.

The handsome railroad station in Newton Centre, Massachusetts, was designed by Henry Hobson Richardson and built in
1890. Richardson is often referred to as America's first architect, and our Red Brick Courthouse is designed in Richardson
Romanesqgue style.

The Newton raiiroad station has been in public ownership since it was purchased in 1958 by the Metropolitan Transit Authority
(MTA), precurser to the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA). MTA and MBTA have been decent stewards,

~iisting the building-in the-National-Register of Historic-Places in-1976-and-leasing it to-entities-who-have-subet-to-muftiple -

tenants over the years.

Now, the "cash-strapped T" has put the property out for bid, to be sold into private ownership. Noting that National Register
listing does not guarantee preservation, one public opfficial is asking the T to add a covenant requiring owners, present and
future, to clear plans and proposals for change to the property with the Massachusetts Historical Commission.

This scenario is eerily similar to one that couid play out with Glenview and its environmentai setting. Years from now a cash-
strapped or less interested Mayor and Council coulid sell parts or all of the property in Rockville Civic Center Park. Without
local designation as a Historic District. Glenview mansion and its estate setting could be severely compromised.

I urge you to follow the recommendations of your planning staff, Pianning Commission, Historic District Commission, and
Peerless Rockville to designate and protect Gienview mansion and 64.28 acres as a City of Rockville Historic District.

Sincerely,

Eileen McGuckian
11807 Dinwiddie Drive
Rockvilie, MD 20852

] ) . ATTACH H - 27
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09/28/2011 11:18 AM

Dear Friends,

I watched the public hearing to the final gasp on Monday. The opponents
of the rezoning for the 64 acre tract did not make thelr case. The
imaginary barriers that they envisioned do not seem to really exist. The
committee fought bravely to retain its power put It did not show how in
any practical way the alternate uses of the property would be hurt by a
change. I favor historic district designation for the 64 acre tract.
Roald Schrack
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Glenview Mansion
Stephen Edwards

to:

mayorcouncil
09/28/2011 12:47 PM
Show Details

Dear Madam Mayor and Members of the City Council: .

| strongly urge you the vote against the resolution the place the Glenview and the surrounding grounds
in a Historic District. | was Chair of the Recreation and Parks Advisory Board when the decision was
proposed to establish a sub committee made up of members of the boards that had a direct interest in
the Mansion and grounds. | worked with John Moser and the Chair of the HDC to develop a committee
that would best preserve the interests of the 3 groups and the City. The rotating chairmanship was a
good example of the care we took to make sure all interests were considered in a balanced approach. |
know other groups have been added to the subcommittee over the years, but to the best of my
knowledge the concepts we put in place have been preserved.

beena

but the various M&Cs have not been convinced that would be the right move for our City. | do hope
you will foliow their precedent.

| watched the hearing on Monday and found no compelling argument to support the HDC . | heard no
complaints about the current subcommittee structure and results, other than concerns about votes on
the committee which could be addressed. The only argument they seem to make is to “lock up” this
property and protect it from future Mayors and Councils. | know well what a force the HDC and
Peerless Rockville can be and | am convinced that it was not by accident they chose an election year to

make this effort.
Thanks you for your leadership on this issue.

Steve Edwards

ATTACH H-29
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Frequently Asked Questions
Historic District Information

\ICan I paint my house any color I want, even purple and green?

IYes, you can! The Historic District Commission (HDC) does not regulate paint colors inside or out.

[Must I restore my house to its original condition?

INo. The property can remain as it is when designated and all materials can be replaced in kind with similar
imaterials. If the roof is asphalt shingles, you can replace it with asphait shingles of any color. You may also
replace existing vinyl or.aluminum siding with a different colored siding of the same material. You only need an
HDC Certificate of Approval to change the materials or alter the design.

'What's all this I keep hearing about tax benefits?

Owners of historic properties are eligible for Montgomery County, state and federal tax credits for renovation,
restoration and even ordinary maintenance. Please check the Historic Preservation Tax Credit Information section
for detailed information.

Can I put up wallpaper and remodel the interior without HDC review and Certificate of Approvail?

IThe HDC has no jurisdiction on the interior of historic properties, just the exterior. However, many interior

improvements are eligible for the Maryland State Tax Benefits. Check with the Historic Preservation Office before
you begin to determine eligibility.

Can I put an addition on my historic property?

http:/ /www.rockvillemd.gov/FAQ/historic.htm Page 1 of 3
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lYes, you usually can! The Historic District Commission (HDC) prefers additions to be located away from public
wview to preserve the period streetscape. The HDC encourages people to meet with them early in the design
process and get feedback on the design. The addition should be compatible with your house and appropriate for
your streetscape. Additions also must comply with the zoning ordinance and receive building permits.

Do I need permission for ordinary maintenance to my house?

No. As long as the materials and design are not changed, you do not need permission to paint, make repairs, or
replace materials in-kind (replacing cedar shingles with cedar shingles, wood siding with the same type of wood
siding, etc.).

Does the Historic District Commission regulate my yvard?

No and yes. The HDC does not regulate normal landscaping. However, removal of mature trees requires HDC
review as they are typical features in historic subdivisions and streetscapes.

iDoes it make the project much ionger when I am required to get an HDC Certificate of Approval to
make changes to my historic house?

No. The State of Maryland requires the HDC to render a decision within 45 days from the date the complete
application is filed, otherwise, the permit is considered granted. This is for HDC Certificates of Approval only; other
required City permits may take longer.

--{ig-there-a-fee-for-a-Historic-District-Commission-Certificate-of -Approval?

NO.

1is the HDC Certificate of Approval all I need?

Not always. You still must have approved building, fence, sign, electric and other permits as required by the City
of Rockville,

Where can I get help designing my addition?

The City's publication Recommended Architectural Design Guidelines provides a thorough overview of the City's
architecture and provides useful information on appropriate designs and materials, It is available free from the
Historic Preservation Office. The Technical Brief Series may also be helpful.

In addition, the HDC provides courtesy reviews to property owners at its monthly meetings. Owners must submit
rough designs and other materials prior to the meeting so that Commissioners can work with them on finalizing a
design scheme that is compatible with the historic district. Call or email the Historic Preservation staff to schedule
a courtesy review.

is there historical information about my house?

Probably. The City maintains a digital database of historic properties that will scon be availabie on the Web.
Currently, inventory forms and other documentation are available at the Historic Preservation Office.

Peerless Rockvilie also has archives and collections on local properties and people as does the Montgomery County
Historical Society. The Montgomery County Judicial Center has a wealth of information on land records, wills and
court cases.

What is the difference between & local historic district and listing on the National Register of Historic
Places?

The main difference is that HDC design review and approval is not required for changes to properties listed only
on the National Register. Often the HDC does review proposed changes and offer suggestions so the alterations
will not have an adverse effect on the resource. National Register listing also protects properties from any
federally sponsored impacts. Most districts in Rockville have both designations.

if I have more questions, whom should I talk to?

Call the Historic Preservation Office staff at 240-314-8230 or e-mail history@rockvillemd.aov.

http:/ /www.rockvillemd.gov/FAQ/historic.htm Page 2 of 3
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Eileen McGuckian
11807 Dinwiddie Drive, Rockville, MD 20852
September 26, 2011

For Mayor and Council hearing record, MAP2011-00110, Glenview Historic District

I weigh in as an individual who recognized the special nature of Glenview soon after moving to Rockville
in 1966, the same year that a Mayor and Council stunned by the near-loss of St. Mary's chapel established an
HDC in hopes of preserving Rockville places for future generations. Then, our families enjoyed the recently-
purchased Civic Center property a bit differently than we do today. The theatre was new, we could sled down
the big hill, and no one imagined a nature center much less a climbing gym. The Civic Center Commission
advised the City about how the mansion should appear and be used by Rockville’s 20,000 residents.

Glenview is one of Rockville’'s most significant places -- historically, culturally, and architecturally. City
Councils, staffs, boards and commissions have treated Glenview well. The mansion and grounds are well
maintained. | challenge you to find a resident or visitor who does not consider Glenview one of the top 3 historic
sites in Rockville. Every City document stresses the need for protecting Glenview from whatever temptations
might arise in the future, and its Long-Range Plan cautions against filling in that open space. So itis
unfathomable to me that Glenview.is.not.an official Rockville historic district

I have studied the history of Rockville for more than 40 years. | support this nomination for the same
reasons | did 30 and 20 and 10 years ago — Glenview meets the legal criteria, it deserves recognition by the City,
it warrants protection from silly ideas, and it exemplifies your practice of equity among private, religious, and
public owners of historic properties.

Two other Rockville places serve as examples. Clearly the status of Chestnut Lodge as a Historic District
provided protection to the buildings and open space as the property developed over the past decade. Currently,
the integrity of the 1939 Post Office is safe because of the review required by preservation entities even as it is
being altered for a new use.

I have faith in the HDC process as it has worked for 40 years and in the individuals past, present, and
future who bring expertise and common sense to review proposals for exterior physical change. Claims of
onerous restrictions or delays that come with local designation are — simply -- not valid. Designation will barely
change the lives of City staff or negate the continuing collegial work of the Mansion Subcommittee. In fact, every
other City-owned historic property is already designated.

All structures and landscapes should be included in the environmental setting, although lesser buildings
may be categorized as “non-contributing.” The recommended 64 acres will coincide with National Register lines,
exclude more than half the total acreage of Civic Center Park, and provide context, interpretation, and protection
for each of the 3 significant periods in the property’s history: Bowie farm, Lyon estate, and Rockville civic center.

| urge you to designate this treasured public property as a Rockville Historic District. Thank you.

ATTACH H-32
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Glenview - historic designation
Dance2laugh

 to:

mayorcouncil

09/28/2011 04:36 PM

Show Details

Hello Mayor and Council:

I'm writing to you to express my support for the designation of Glenview Mansion as a local
historic site.

I was born and raised in Rockville. I currently own a historic home in Lincoln Park, which has
been in my family for three generations. I've been a member of Peerless Rockville for about five

years.

My mom, Carolyn V. Lewis, was also born and raised in Rockville. She is now 82 years old. In
the summer of 1949, she worked for Mrs. Lyons as a domestic and nanny. She is not ashamed
of this fact; she is quite proud that she is part of the history of Rockville. I'm very glad that the

house-is-still in-existence. But- L want to-be sure that I'll. be able to share this part of our family's ... .

history with my son. The verbal story is only part of it. To actually touch history makes it

- real. On the 50th anniversary of Rockville's acquisition of Glenview, my mom, sister and I
attended the open house. She had not been there for many years (she had been been there
since 194¢ but not in recent years) and she was delighted to be able "to go back in time" and
share with us stories of her time there. She didn't remember a whole lot but her memory

was clear on what she could remember. I believe that anything that has to be done to preserve
this historical place should be done.

I thank you for you time.

Jacqueline L. Lewis

H-
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Public Hearing: 9/26/11

Glenview Mansion rezoning
Janet Kennedy

to:

mayorcouncil

09/28/2011 03:13 PM

Show Details

Dear Mayor Marcuccio, Council Members Gajewski, Britton, Newton, and Pierzchala,

My husband and | have had our home in Rockville since 1981. | am writing to voice our support of the nomination
of the 64 acre Glenview property for designation as a local historic district. After receiving "Rockville Reports” and
reading of ALL the proposed building in our city, it is imperative that this lovely mansion and its setting be
preserved for the future.

My husband, Patrick, and | thank you.

Janet M. Kennedy
1038 Carnation Dr.
Rockville. MD 20850

. e . ATTACH H-34
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MAP2011-00110
Public Hearing: 9/26/11

Fwd: Civic Center Mansion
bob

to:

mayorcouncil

09/29/2011 05:21 PM

Please respond to bjlogcabinl
Show Details

From: bob
Date: Sep 29, 2011 5:16:58 PM
Subject: Civic Center Mansion

To: mayor-council@rockvillemd.gov

Dear Mayor & Council,
| was shocked to read the of the possible historic designation of the civic center grounds. Do you realize if you do as you

T Rave been asked you will furn over not only your power but the power of future mayors and councilts 1o the Historic District

Committee. These persons are not elected by the citizens of Rockville and will have the ability to force the citizens of Rockville
to spend tax payer money on what they feel is proper? | have no problem with a limited area, perhaps the Mansion and

a SMALL area near it but nowhere near 65 or even 10 acres. The grounds are public property not Historic District property.
The area is used by citizens crossing many generations and should not be emcumbered by non elected persons with unlimited
terms. A past mayor & council developed a Mansion Subcommittee consisting of several interested citizens groups including
the Historic District Commission . What is wrong with continuing this 7 Has this subcommittee allowed the mansion and
grounds to fall in disrepair ? Do you actually think a future Mayor & Council would ever permit a major change without public
outcry 7 | think not. Do the right thing. Ask why the change. Why is the Historic Committee unhappy with the status quo ? How,
other than giving up the rights of the future mayor & Councils, would they change or preserve the property differently ? | read
in the paper the mayor said this sounds like a control problem. So what is the problem ? | haven't heard a good reason for
abdication of the rights of the citizens of Rockville, the Mansion subcommittee or this and future Mayors and Councils. Please
vote against this proposal.

Judith Taylor 802 Wade Ave Rockville, MD 20850

ATTACH H-35
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Glenview Mansion

Anne Connolly mayorcouncil
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Dear Mayor Marcuccio, and Counci

Pierzchala,

As & resident of Rockville and a registered voter, I am writing in support of
the nomination of the 64 acre Glenview property for designation as a local
historic district. This lovely mansion and 1ts setting needs to be preserved

for future generations.
Sincerely,
Anne Connolly

617 Azalea Drive
Rockville, MD 20850
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Glenview Mansion Rezoning
Fotraul Bocksianier (@ mayorcouncil 09/29/2011 07:13 PM
oo Rotraut Bockstahler, Larry Bockstahler

Marcuccio, and Council Members Britten, Gajewski, Newton, and

We are registered voters and long-time residents of Rockville with much
appreciation for the beautiful property of Glenview Mansion. We are writing
in support of the nomination of the 64 acre Glenview property for designation
as a local histori district. If you protect this lovely mansion and the 64
acres, future generations will be grateful to have the same enjoyment as we

do.
Thank you.

Rotraut and Larry Bockstahler
626 Warfield Drive

Rockville, MD 20850
301-251-1490
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Verizon | My Verizon 2.0 | Verizon Message Center - for Glenview hearijExhibit No. _ 37
© MAP2011-00110

Public Hearing: 9/26/11

}_,,/f )‘m 4 %. i
Yerizon Message Center

Wednesday, Sep 28 at 9:44 AM % b

From: Elleen McGuckian <phileen3@verizon.net> 7
To: mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov, bbean@rockvillemd.gov g
Subject: for Glenview hearing record - MAP2011-00110 <

- .

Dear Mayor Marcuccio and Members of the City Council,

I was disappointed not to be at the public hearing on Glenview Historic District in person last week. Ph'g;

and | had to attend a wedding in Massachusetts.

On Monday morning, reading the newspaper at a picnic table in Woods Hole overlooking the harbor, |
read a featured article on page 1 of The Bosfon Globe entitled "Cash-strapped T looks to sell a gem:
Newton station designed by architectural legend goes on the block.” In this article, a paper copy of

which | mailed fo you today_for the hearing.record, lies.a lesson.for. Rockville.and-Glenview

The handsome railroad station in Newton Centre, Massachusetts, was designed by Henry Hobson
Richardson and built in 1890. Richardson is often referred to as America's first architect, and our Red

Brick Courthouse is designed in Richardson Romanesque style.

The Newton railroad station has been in public ownership since it was purchased in 1958 by the
Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA), precurser to the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority
(MBTA). MTA and MBTA have been decent stewards, listing the building in the National Register of
Historic Places in 1976 and leasing it to entities who have sublet to multiple tenants over the years.

Now, the "cash-strapped T" has put the property out for bid, to be sold into private ownership. Noting
that National Register listing does not guarantee preservation, one public opfficial is asking the T to add
a covenant requiring owners, present and future, to clear plans and proposals for change to the

property with the Massachusetts Historical Commission.

This scenario is eerily similar to one that could play out with Glenview and its environmental setting.
Years from now a cash-strapped or less interested Mayor and Council could sell parts or all of the
property in Rockville Civic Center Park. Without local designation as a Historic District, Glenview
mansion and its estate setting could be severely compromised.

I urge you to follow the recommendations of your planning staff, Planning Commission, Historic District
Commission, and Peerless Rockville to designate and protect Glenview mansion and 64.28 acres as a

City of Rockville Historic District.

Sincerely, N :
Eileen McGuckian > (L ,
11807 Dinwiddie Drive /

/

Raockville, MD 20852

http://mail.verizon.com/webmail/public/print.jsp?wid=vz_widget MailOpen_11&type=ma... 9/A8AH1 H-38
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Exhibit No. _2$
MAP2011-00110
Glenview Mansion Public Hearing: 9/26/11
~ Stephanie Curtis
~ to:
mayvorcouncil

09/28/2011 04:11 PM
Show Details

Dear Rockville Mayor and City Council;

With everything that is happening in Rockville to turn it into 2 mega-community, you need to
take this opportunity to stand up and preserve this treasure for future generations. Gienview
Mansion is actually why, when surveyed, the residents of Rockvilie are so outspoken with their
praise. Let's keep Rockville great. Vote for re-zoning!

Stephanie Curtis
107 Wickwood Drive
Rockvilie, MD
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Dear Mayor Marcuccioc, and Council Members Britton,
and Pie

As a resident of Rockville and a registered voter,

HISTORIC DESIGNATION FOR GLENVIEW MANSION
Jerol Briggs

to:

mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov

09/29/2011 07:57 AM

Ce:

"Mary A. van Balgooy"

Please respond to Jerol Briggs

Show Details

History: This message has been replied to.

rzchala,

s S
h&AP2011 00110

ATTACH H

Public Hearing: 9/26/11

Gajewski,

I am writing

Newton,

in

support of the nomination of the 64 acre Glenview property for
designation as a local historic district. This lovely mansion and its
setting needs to be preserved for future generations. My family and I
have been privileged to enjoy many wonderful civic events at the

Mansion in the past 30 years living in Rockville,

Day Brunches sponsored by Peerless Rockville,

Recogni

count of the number of Rockville
enjoyed at

and the

including New Year's

tion evening, weddings of friends and neighbors,

¥

many wonderful events at the F. Scott Fitzgerald theater.

and
Sister City events we have host
the mansion, to say nothing of the annual Antique Car Show,

would be a terrible loss to have the mansion and its propert
Y
The history

threatened by any potential future loss to the community.
property alone 1s worth designation, but

of the

le citizens.

the fact

file://C:\Documents and Settings\bbean\Local Settings\Temp\notesCB42D I'~web8372.htm
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Exhibit No. ATTACH H
MAP2011-00110

Glenview Rezoning Public Hearing: 9/26/11

Denny Freezer

to:

mayorcouncil

10/01/2011 12:13 PM

Show Details

History: This message has been replied to.
Dear Mayor Marcuccio, and Council Members Britton, Gajewski, Newton,
and Pierzchala,

As a resident of Rockville and a registered voter, I am writing in
support of the nomination of the 64 acre Glenview property for
designation as a local historic district. This lovely mansion and
its setting needs to be preserved for future generations, and I
believe giving the Historic District Commission authority for ancother
layer of review on proposed changes would best protect the property
while still allowing a wide variety of uses.

™
H

Denny Ireezer
4 Monroe St Apt 1305
Rockville, MD 20850
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For Glenview hearing record -- MAP2011-00110
Sima R. Osdoby

to:

mayorcouncil, Brenda Bean

10/03/2011 04:58 PM

Show Details

Dear Mayor Marcuccio and Members of the City Council,

| appreciated the time and care you took last week during hearing on Glenview Historic District . There were a number of
concerns and questions that arose during the meeting that | would like to address.

It seems that the most important question is what will change if the Mayor and Council follow the recommendations ta
designate the Glenview Mansion and 64.28 of the surrounding acreage as a City of Rockville Historic Commission.

The objective of historic designation is that not much will change at all, unless it is done through a deliberative and transparent
process.

- What gives people the incorrect impression that historic designation would change the current method of operating Glenview
and the grounds would change and that operation of programs would be affected? That is not true unless the Mayor and
Council decide to change how the building and grounds are administered or whether or not the current arrangement with the
committee would be retained. Historic designation will not change the way the building, grounds or programs are operated
unless the Mayor and Council decide to make that change. The only change will be a requirement that any major permanent
exterior changes would have to go through a legally defined, transparent process to ensure that they do not detract form the

~—historiccharacter-of the-area Temporary installations will ot have 16 be reviewed. Repairs to fion-historic buildings on the
site will not require review and significant changes would be subject to much less stringent review than the historic structures.

- Some of you asked what is the point of historic designation if the Mayor and Council can change the designation? Without
historic designation, there is nothing preventing any future Mayor and Council from making any change including selling off
any of the property, or tearing down the mansion, or building a subdivision on the grounds, etc. With historic designation there
is also nothing preventing them from doing so, so long as the decision is made through a legally defined, deliberative and
transparent process requiring careful evaluation and public input.

- What is the value of historic designation for the City if it does get a tax benefit? Private individuals and businesses who own
historic properties are given modest tax incentives to acknowledge the appreciation and value of their doing something that
benefits the public on their private property. The City exists to operate in the public interest and its actions are expected to
benefit the public.

- Why is it important to lead by example? If the City values historic preservation so much that it expects individuals and
businesses who own historic properties to abide by a set of public rules on their private property, how is it possible to justify
the City making an exceptions for itself? if the City has a policy of providing City historic designation for all properties listed
on the National Register of Historic Places, again, what value is a City policy if exceptions are made for itself? How assuring
is that to existing or prospective businesses and residents if rules and policies are made to be broken or disregarded?

- What is the cost of eliminating some of the land in a “compromise”? | thought a very strong economic case was made for
retaining the acreage, including for the economic value it provides by making Glenview a unique place that is attractive to the
business and private patrons who wish to rent it for retreats, meetings, and special occasions .

t urge you to follow the recommendations of your planning staff, Planning Commission, Historic District Commission, and
Peerless Rockville to designate and protect Glenview mansion and 64.28 acres as a City of Rockville Historic District.

Sincerely,

Sima Osdoby

Sima Osdoby
2 Stevenage Circle
Rockville, MD 20850
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