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Revisions proposed for all projects 
The revisions are numbered and ordered as they appear in the agenda item. 

 
 
1. Forest Conservation Calculations for Previously Developed Sites 
 
Ordinance: Section 10.5‐22(b)(4): 
 
(4) The Conservation Manual may provide for 

 
a.  A credit against the area required to be afforested for: 

 
(i)  Individual significant trees retained outside of the forest 

retention areas, where seventy‐five (75) percent of the critical root zone is preserved; and 

 
(ii)  Street trees planted, not to exceed twenty‐five (25) percent of 

the total afforestation requirement 

 
b. Calculation of afforestation requirements based on less than the tract 

area where seventy‐five percent (75%) of a tract area has previously been developed and no 
more than twenty‐five percent (25%) fifty percent (50%) of the tract area will be disturbed. 

 

 
 

Manual, Section 8.   Retention, Reforestation, Afforestation and Minimum Tree Cover. 

 
(l) When development activity occurs on a portion of an existing developed tract that is not 
subject to an approved FCP which has been implemented for the entire tract, afforestation 
requirements may be based on the limits of disturbance, rather than the tract area, provided 
that: 
(1) The total developed area on the tract is 75% of the tract area or greater; and 

(2) The proposed limits of disturbance are no more than 25% of the tract area  or when 
the proposed limits of disturbance are more than 25% but less than 50% and there is no 
clearing of priority forest ; and 

(3) The cumulative development activity for all previously approved and valid FCPs on 
the same tract does not exceed 50% of the tract area; and 
(4) If required by the City Forester a  Declaration of Intent and/or appropriate agreements and 
other documents setting forth the obligation for afforestation and minimum tree cover in 
connection with future development of the tract and acceptable in form and content to the City 
Forester and the City Attorney shall be executed and recorded among the Land Records; and 
(5)  Such other conditions as the City Forester determines is necessary to ensure that the 
afforestation requirements are fully implemented and to otherwise further the goals of Chapter 
10.5 and this Manual. 
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2. Fee-in-lieu of Planting Amount 
 
Manual, Section 8.   Retention, Reforestation, and Afforestation and Minimum Tree Cover. 

 
(h)  Contributions. 

(1)  Contribution to the City Conservation Fund and Park Maintenance Fund  in 
lieu of reforestation, afforestation or significant tree replacement may be made only with the 
approval of the City Forester, per Chapter 10.5 and shall be in an amount as follows: 

a.  Afforestation and Reforestation Replacement: 
(i)    For Government projects: 

   (a)  One Dollar and fifteen cents ($1.15) per square foot of 
required reforestation and afforestation paid to the City Conservation Fund for government 
projects including but not limited to: Montgomery County government, Montgomery County 
Public Schools, Montgomery Community College, or other local government agencies subject to 
the City’s Forest and Tree Preservation Ordinance requirements 
   (ii)   For all other projects: 

(a) One Dollar  and twenty‐five cents ($1.251.00) per 
square foot of required reforestation and afforestation paid to the City Conservation Fund,  and 

(b) Three Dollars  and seventy‐five cents ($3.753.00) per 
square foot of required reforestation and afforestation paid to the City Park Maintenance Fund 

 
 
 
3. Stormwater Management and Stream Restoration Projects 

 

Ordinance 10.5-5. Definitions. 
 
Stream restoration project. -- "Stream restoration project" means an activity that: 

 
   (1) Is designed to stabilize stream banks or enhance stream function or habitat located 
within an existing stream, waterway, or floodplain; 

 

   (2) Avoids and minimizes impacts to forests and provides for replanting on-site in as 
space permits within the disturbed area. 

 

   (3) May be performed under a municipal separate storm sewer system permit, a 
watershed implementation plan growth offset, or another plan administered by the State or 
local government to achieve or maintain water quality standards; and 

 

   (4) Is not performed to satisfy stormwater management, wetlands mitigation, or any 
other regulatory requirement associated with proposed development activity. 
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Ordinance Section 10.5-11. General requirements. 
 
5)  Any stream restoration project for which the applicant for a grading or sediment control 
permit has executed a binding maintenance agreement of at least 5 years with the affected 
property owner; and 

 

(6) Maintenance or retrofitting of a stormwater management structure that may include 
clearing of vegetation or removal and trimming of trees, so long as the maintenance or 
retrofitting is within the original limits of disturbance for construction of the existing 
structure, or within any maintenance easement for access to the structure and the 
maintenance or retrofitting will not occur within an existing forest conservation easement. 

 

Manual Section 3(b) Exceptions 
 
(5)  Any stream restoration project for which the applicant for a grading or sediment 
control permit has executed a binding maintenance agreement of at least 5 years with the 
affected property owner; and 

 

(6) Maintenance or retrofitting of a stormwater management structure that may include 
clearing of vegetation or removal and trimming of trees, so long as the maintenance or 
retrofitting is within the original limits of disturbance for construction of the existing 
structure, or within any maintenance easement for access to the structure and the 
maintenance or retrofitting will not occur within an existing forest conservation easement. 

 

Manual Section 8(e) Reforestation and Afforestation 
 

(4) For stream restoration projects, reforestation and afforestation are not required, 
however applicants shall provide a plan showing existing significant trees, forest boundaries, 
tree protection and mitigation measures, and a planting plan showing tree replacement as 
space permits within the disturbed area. 
 
4. Vacant Single Family Lot Tree Replacement Requirements 

 
 

Ordinance Sec. 10.5‐22.  Tree replacement, reforestation and afforestation. 
 

(a)  Tree replacement and reforestation.  After all efforts to maximize forest and tree 
preservation on‐site, as required in Section 10.5‐21, have been exhausted, the Forest 
Conservation Plan shall provide for tree replacement, afforestation and reforestation on‐site as 
follows: 

 
(1)  Tree Replacement. 

a.   For single‐family residential lots not previously improved with a 
single‐family dwelling:  One (1) tree shall be planted in the front yard 
and two (2) trees shall be planted in the rear yard at the minimum 
size listed below. 
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b.    For all other sites:  Individual significant trees removed, whether 
within the forest or outside the forest, shall be replaced at the 
following rates with similar species: 

 
Size of Significant  Minimum 2 1/2‐Inch 
Tree Removed (inches)  Caliper Tree Replacement 

(number of trees) 

 
12‐18 d.b.h.                                                                                                  1 

greater than 18 ‐24 d.b.h.                                                                         2 

greater than 24 d.b.h.                                                                                3 

Replacement of a specimen or champion tree shall be at twice the above rate. 
 
 
5. Short-term maintenance agreement 

 
Ordinance section 10.5‐25 
 

(b)  Where significant tree replacement, reforestation, or afforestation is required, the 
Final Forest Conservation Plan must include a binding fivetwo‐year maintenance 
agreement as specified in COMAR  08.19.05.01 and the Forest Conservation Manual. 

 


