Attachment B
CITY OF ROCKVILLE CAMPAIGN POLICY

Election Campaign Guidelines
Revised [March] August 2011
Resolution No.

The purpose of this political campaign policy igiineate the ground rules for City employees,
the Mayor and Council, and candidates for publfccefto follow. This policy will be enforced

by the City Manager and may be changed by resolaidhe Mayor and Council. The City of
Rockville holds non-partisan elections for the Magnd Council offices every two years in odd-
numbered years.

City Resources

City facilities may be rented for political evenitscluding campaign events, under the same
terms and conditions as the general public, in @zgwe with the City’s facility rental and park
permit policies. Political activities, includinguapaigning, may be conducted at such rented or
permitted facilities during the rental period. tyQbersonnel, equipment, [facilities,] postage,
City letterhead or official stationery, and fundjngll not be used for promotion or opposition to
any candidate for political office, political payiyr slate of candidates for any office or by an
organization or individual advocating for or agaiagarticular issue on a local, state, or national
level. This does not preclude the use of City sdaff City equipment in connection with the
rental of City facilities in the same manner as lddwe available to the general public in
connection with the rental of City facilities. Thsuld also not preclude [an independent, non-
partisan organization (e.g. League of Women Vatetbe Alliance of Rockville Neighborhoods
Association) from holding a candidate forum or deba a City facility or from] a debate or
candidate forum being televised in the manner wediin this policy nor would this prohibit the
City from its lobbying efforts at the County, stated national level.

Dissemination of City of Rockville
Mayor and Council Candidate I nformation

Candidates for City of Rockville Mayor and Courgliéctions are defined as persons who are
certified to appear on the ballot according toG@hy Clerk. The City of Rockville will provide
all Mayor and Council candidates the opportunitydoe written and one oral statement per
candidate to be distributed to citizens. The Citly mot publish or televise any libelous or
slanderous materials. Candidate statements wiidiebuted by the City of Rockville in the
following ways:

Rockville Reports - One statement and one photograph (of the catedaidy) for each
candidate will be published in the November issiBackville Reports. Statements must
not exceed 250 words and will not be edited. Cdntdormation, including an e-mail
address, Web site, and/or phone number that avedewith the statement will be
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published and will not count toward the 250 worditj All candidates must meet the
City's deadline for submission in order to have thformation published.

Rockville 11 (cable channel) - Each candidate will be offered the opportunityape a
statement not to exceed four minutes. Rockvillevilllschedule these sessions for all
candidates. All statements will be filmed by RodleviL1 staff using the same set.

Candidate information for any other political o#gwill not be disseminated in any form
through the City of Rockville.

Par ades - Participation by Elected Officials- Rockville and Other Jurisdictions

Current elected officials (City of Rockville andchet local, state, and federal office holders) may
participate in the Memorial Day Parade if they adhe the following rules.

« If an individual is both an elected official anda@ndidate, the individual is invited to
participate only as an elected official.

- Each elected official will be allowed to have upltdpeople in his/her parade unit.

« Campaign activity at the parade must be confineatréas outside the designated parade
route. The designated parade route is definedeasttbet area between the curbs.

« The City will provide automobiles for as many eéxtofficials as possible, on a first-
requested/first served basis.

« The City will provide signs for elected officiajgarade vehicles, stating the name and
office. Campaign signs, banners, etc. are not @&tban automobiles, nor can the official
or his/her supporters carry them on the designaaeade route.

- For safety reasons, and to keep the parade ma¥ieig will be no distribution of
balloons or written literature of any kind by tHeated official or members of the parade
unit while on the parade route. Literature may isérithuted along the sidewalk outside
of the parade route.

Parades - Candidatesfor City of Rockville Mayor and Council

Official candidates for City of Rockville Mayor ar@@buncil offices, who do not currently hold
office, may patrticipate in the parade. To partitgépa the parade, the candidate must have
fulfilled the requirements for candidacy by filitlge appropriate documents with the City Clerk's
Office, and have received notification from theyGQilerk's Office that the documents are in
order.

[NOTE: Currently, City law requires that the formsed for filing for City elections be available
to potential candidates by May 1 of the electioary# is recommended that this paperwork be
made available earlier in the year to facilitatedidates' participation in the parade.]

- Current elected officials who are also official datates will be provided with signs for
the parade vehicle stating their name, currenteffield, and the City of Rockville office
for which he/she is a candidate.



« All rules and policies applicable to participatioy elected officials in the parade apply to
City of Rockuville elected officials and candidates Rockville offices - see Parades -
Participation by Elected Officials.

- The City will provide signs for candidates' paragdicles. The signs will state the name
and the office they seek. Parade cars may be mdva candidates who are not current
office holders, if available.

Parades - Candidatesfor all other races

Candidates for political offices other than the Rolte Mayor and Council who do not currently
hold public office will not be allowed to particifgain the Memorial Day parade (or any other
parade sponsored or co-sponsored by the City ok\Rt).

Special Events

An area will be set aside at the Hometown Holid&aydependence Day, Rockville Rotary
Twilight Runfest, Spirit of Rockville, and the Agtie and Classic Car Show for candidates for
any political office to meet and greet the puldicdistribute literature, etc. No helium balloons
are allowed for environmental reasons. All candidahust obtain a permit to set up a political
campaign booth in the specified area of the evismtand will be charged a fee. Political
candidates and supporters may campaign at Citytewathout setting up a booth - no permit or
fee required.

Campaign Materials

Campaign materials may not be left or distributezide City facilities with the exception of
materials allowed on Election Day as prescribethieyCity's election laws.

Palitical Adsin City Publications

The City of Rockville will not accept ads for anylgication sponsored by or supporting or
opposing any candidate or elected official for aolitical office or political party.

Sponsor ship

The City of Rockville will not accept sponsorships City events from any candidate or elected
official for political office, political party orlate of candidates for any office.

Televised Debate or Candidate Forums

Debatesor Forumsfor Mayor and Council Elections

The City may televise up to, but no more than,glogandidate debates or forums for the Mayor
and Council, each with the Mayoral candidates aodnCil candidates debating separately, on
Rockville 11 for City of Rockville Mayor and Coutheilections.

All forums or debates will be televised based anftillowing circumstances:
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« Location and the adequacy for television production

- Availability of production schedule, on-air prograthedule, adequate advanced notice,
availability of personnel, equipment, and otheoteses

« Ability to televise it live, if possible

« All candidates appearing on the ballot are invite@articipate

- Itis sponsored/hosted by an independent, nonsaartirganization that does not endorse
candidates (such as the League of Women Votershoandes on citywide issues

- City staff are not involved in any way in the hagti moderating, facilitating, or asking of
guestions - only television production and possthbjlity space will be provided

« No editing will be done with the exception of adglimpening and closing graphics,
transitions between multiple tapes, correctioreghhical problems, etc.

- If the Mayor and Council chambers is used, thesketlld be altered so it does not appear
to be the same set up as a regular Mayor and daueeting

Up to, but no more than, three debates or forumshmeaelevised based on a process that
includes a written proposal meeting the City'seci@. A drawing will take place to select the
organizations if more than three apply and meeCilys criteria listed above. Televised debates
will be held after the filing date for Mayor and @wil office.

Debates or Forumsfor Non-City Elections

The City may televise on Rockville 11 up to, butmore than, four forums for the following
offices for which Rockville citizens vote: Courxecutive, County Council at-large, County
Council District 3, and District 17. No more thimur debates or forums will be televised for
each election season, including both the primadyganeral elections.

All forums or debates will be televised based @dhme circumstances listed above.
Mayor and Council will appoint a neutral third patd organize the debate or forum events. The

appointed third party will have sole responsibititydetermine the format of the debate or forum
events. Televised debates will be held after ilivgfdate for each office.

Note: Underlining indicates material added.
[Brackets] indicate material deleted
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