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December 15, 2012 

Amended January 18, 2013 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern; 

 

As the current president of the East Rockville Civic Association which represents close 

to one thousand households I would like to recommend that the park currently known as 

Grandin Avenue Park be renamed in memory of the late Phyllis Kavanagh. This was 

decided unanimously by the voting members at the February 2012 meeting and 

reconfirmed at our most recent meeting in January 2013. 

I am including some personal testimonials from other residents of East Rockville in this 

request on the following pages 

Mrs. Kavanagh was instrumental in the layout and daily upkeep of this beautiful park.  

She worked tirelessly for countless hours in maintaining and enhancing the flower beds 

year in and year out. She personally made this park one of the true gems of not only 

East Rockville but the entire City. 

Besides her green thumb Phyllis was instrumental in the founding of ERCA and served 

the community as its president. 

For these reasons and to honor the memory of a wonderful person who contributed 

many hours voluntarily to the greater benefit of the East Rockville neighborhood I 

respectfully request you consider naming this park for Phyllis Kavanagh. 

One last thing I will ask you to consider is the joy this would bring her widowed husband 

who himself lives across from this park and is in failing health. If he could live to see this 

honor for his late wife it would bring him tremendous satisfaction as he knew first hand 

her love for this park and the hours she spent as a labor of love maintaining it. 

Thank you. 

Chas Hausheer 

President, East Rockville Civic Association 
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What follows are email testimonials from residents of East Rockville. 

 

I just wanted to add my voice to those in support of changing the name of the Grandin 
Avenue Park to the Phyllis Kavanagh Park.  I was surprised to hear that this had not 
been accomplished as so many of the neighborhood people have been supporting the 
change for, I guess it must be going on a year now. 

 My knowledge of what Ms. Kavanagh did for the park is only second hand, but those 
who do know firsthand say that her personal efforts over a long period of time – a 
lifetime I guess -really made it what it is.  And I have enjoyed the lovely quiet refuge that 
it is.  I happened upon it once randomly, during a neighborhood walk and it was a 
delight. 

 I support the name change because it personalizes the results of the effort that is 
shared by the rest of us. It reminds us that someone, a person, a neighbor made this 
difference and it connects us.  I think of that every time I walk by the Mary Trumbo Park. 
I never knew Mary either. But now I know she lived here and was part of my city. I 
believe the folks in the Grandin Ave area especially those who knew Phyllis personally, 
should enjoy the same. 

 Thank you for pursing this Chas. Hopefully it will be done in Mr. Kavanagh’s lifetime. 

Best regards,  
Karen Marble-Hall, 321 South Horners Lane 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I agree with the proposal to rename Grandin Park in memory of Phyllis Kavanagh. This 
should be done quickly in order to honor her memory while her husband is still in good 
health. 

Peter Witzler, 310 Croydon Avenue 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Kavanagh Park sounds like a perfect way to honor a very dedicated neighbor and an 
amazing gardener.  

Dubroof Household,  408 Reading Avenue 
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The community of East Rockville includes many longtime residents who have 
contributed to the excellence of the neighborhood. One example, Phyllis Kavanagh 
spent many long hours over the years planting and maintaining a beautiful garden by 
the Grandin Avenue water tower for all to enjoy. When the tower was demolished, the 
city wisely expanded this into a small park which exists today. We lost this wonderful 
lady last year and it would be a fitting tribute to her efforts and an example to others 
who care about our community if the city would please name this unique park in her 
honor. Thank you for your consideration. 

Ruth Hanessian, 303 Highland Avenue 
 

I didn't know Mrs. Kavanagh well, but I know the park very well, having ambled through 

the garden when I lived over on Gilbert Street, and when I had children who explored 

every park in the area.  Now I live on Grandin Avenue and the park has been expanded 

to include different structures.  I would often go swing on the swings with my teenagers 

to talk about "heavy" subjects.  It needs a more personal name and I'd like to have it 

named after the woman who started gardening there and watched over it so well for so 

long.  Please change the name, on behalf of all our neighbors.  

 Thank you,  

Kristine Dudley, 602 Grandin Avenue, Rockville 

 

The Kavanaghs have been a staple of this community for quite some time.  I live three 
doors down from where Phyllis lived. She was consistently helpful to me during my 
illness, and she sat with me several times during especially bad crises.  Phyllis also 
maintained a garden right next to the park.  It is quite fitting that the park be named in 
her honor. 
  
Sincerely, 
Katie Deming, 713 Grandin Ave 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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As an 18 year resident of East Rockville and as a former past President of the East 
Rockville Civic Association, I heartily endorse the proposal to rename East Rockville's 
Grandin Avenue Park in honor of Phyllis Kavanagh.  This is an honor that is long 
overdue and so well deserved. 
  
Mrs. Kavanagh was a maverick who understood the concept of community 
beautification long before it became a trendy or fashionable thing to do.  She took it 
upon herself to adopt a forlorn and forgotten civic-owned spot in East Rockville that was 
next to an ugly water tower, and after countless hours of labor by her own hands she 
turned that place into something beautiful and which is enduring to this day.  Her efforts 
to beautify that spot played critical role years later, after the decommissioning and 
dismantling of the water tower, to turn the adjacent area into a civic park.   
  
She was a beautification pioneer who kindled everyone's interest in trying to make East 
Rockville a more aesthetically pleasing place to live.  Mrs. Kavanagh's efforts were the 
start of a tradition of ornamental gardening (gardening for the sheer pleasure and 
enjoyment that it brings the viewer) that endures in East Rockville to this day.  One of 
the many things that attracted me to move to East Rockville and buy a home here 
nearly two decades ago was the knowledge that this is a place with an ornamental 
gardening tradition, and that as a new resident and ornamental gardener I would be 
welcomed and embraced by the community.  Other passionate gardeners arrived before 
I did and have arrived since, and we all share that sensibility and continue to create and 
expand upon the community aesthetic that can trace its roots directly back to Mrs. 
Kavanagh.  Our community is forever indebted to Mrs. Kavanagh for being the catalyst 
who had the vision to create a small paradise, and who also had the physical stamina to 
maintain and protect that little paradise for so many decades.   Her legacy endures and 
it should be forever recognized by renaming this park in her honor. 
  
Eric Raynor, 317 Grandin Avenue     
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I support the renaming of the Grandin Ave. Park to Phyllis Kavanagh Park.  Although I 
had never met Ms. Kavanagh, I have enjoyed the beauty that she created in the 
park.  Understanding that she was instrumental in having the derelict water tower 
removed from the park is more of reason to name this site after her.  Please add my 
name to the many that want Phyllis Kavanagh memorialized by naming the park after 
her. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Jan Wilson, 325 Seth Place 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 


